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Occupational Safety and Health Admin., Labor § 1910.21 

which would otherwise be applicable by 
virtue of those sections. 

(j) Formaldehyde. Section 1910.1048 
shall apply to the exposure of every 
employee to formaldehyde in every em-
ployment and place of employment 
covered by § 1910.12, 1910.13, 1910.14, 
1910.15 or 1910.16 in lieu of any different 
standard on exposure to formaldehyde 
which would otherwise be applicable by 
virtue of those sections. 

(k) Cadmium. Section 1910.1027 shall 
apply to the exposure of every em-
ployee to cadmium in every employ-
ment and place of employment covered 
by § 1910.16 in lieu of any different 
standard on exposures to cadmium that 
would otherwise be applicable by virtue 
of those sections. 

(l) 1,3-Butadiene (BD). Section 
1910.1051 shall apply to the exposure of 
every employee to BD in every employ-
ment and place of employment covered 
by §§ 1910.12, 1910.13, 1910.14, 1910.15, or 
1910.16, in lieu of any different standard 
on exposure to BD which would other-
wise be applicable by virtue of those 
sections. 

(m) Methylene chloride (MC). Section 
1910.1052 shall apply to the exposure of 
every employee to MC in every employ-
ment and place of employment covered 
by § 1910.16 in lieu of any different 
standard on exposure to MC which 
would otherwise be applicable by virtue 
of that section when it is not present 
in sealed, intact containers. 

[43 FR 28473, June 30, 1978, as amended at 43 
FR 45809, Oct. 3, 1978; 43 FR 53007, Nov. 14, 
1978; 44 FR 5447, Jan. 26, 1979; 46 FR 32022, 
June 19, 1981; 49 FR 25796, June 22, 1984; 50 FR 
51173, Dec. 13, 1985; 52 FR 46291, Dec. 4, 1987; 
57 FR 35666, Aug. 10, 1992; 57 FR 42388, Sept. 
14, 1992; 59 FR 41057, Aug. 10, 1994; 61 FR 56831, 
Nov. 4, 1996; 62 FR 1600, Jan. 10, 1997] 

Subpart C [Reserved] 

Subpart D—Walking-Working 
Surfaces 

AUTHORITY: Secs. 4, 6, and 8 of the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 
U.S.C. 653, 655, and 657); Secretary of Labor’s 
Order No. 12–71 (36 FR 8754), 8–76 (41 FR 
25059), 9–83 (48 FR 35736), or 1–90 (55 FR 9033), 
as applicable; and 29 CFR part 1911. 

§ 1910.21 Definitions. 
(a) As used in § 1910.23, unless the con-

text requires otherwise, floor and wall 
opening, railing and toe board terms 
shall have the meanings ascribed in 
this paragraph. 

(1) Floor hole. An opening measuring 
less than 12 inches but more than 1 
inch in its least dimension, in any 
floor, platform, pavement, or yard, 
through which materials but not per-
sons may fall; such as a belt hole, pipe 
opening, or slot opening. 

(2) Floor opening. An opening meas-
uring 12 inches or more in its least di-
mension, in any floor, platform, pave-
ment, or yard through which persons 
may fall; such as a hatchway, stair or 
ladder opening, pit, or large manhole. 
Floor openings occupied by elevators, 
dumb waiters, conveyors, machinery, 
or containers are excluded from this 
subpart. 

(3) Handrail. A single bar or pipe sup-
ported on brackets from a wall or par-
tition, as on a stairway or ramp, to fur-
nish persons with a handhold in case of 
tripping. 

(4) Platform. A working space for per-
sons, elevated above the surrounding 
floor or ground; such as a balcony or 
platform for the operation of machin-
ery and equipment. 

(5) Runway. A passageway for per-
sons, elevated above the surrounding 
floor or ground level, such as a 
footwalk along shafting or a walkway 
between buildings. 

(6) Standard railing. A vertical barrier 
erected along exposed edges of a floor 
opening, wall opening, ramp, platform, 
or runway to prevent falls of persons. 

(7) Standard strength and construction. 
Any construction of railings, covers, or 
other guards that meets the require-
ments of § 1910.23. 

(8) Stair railing. A vertical barrier 
erected along exposed sides of a stair-
way to prevent falls of persons. 

(9) Toeboard. A vertical barrier at 
floor level erected along exposed edges 
of a floor opening, wall opening, plat-
form, runway, or ramp to prevent falls 
of materials. 

(10) Wall hole. An opening less than 30 
inches but more than 1 inch high, of 
unrestricted width, in any wall or par-
tition; such as a ventilation hole or 
drainage scupper. 
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