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Notice of November 7, 2011 

Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to 
Iran 

On November 14, 1979, by Executive Order 12170, the President declared 
a national emergency with respect to Iran, pursuant to the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701–1706), to deal with the 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security, foreign policy, 
and economy of the United States constituted by the situation in Iran. Be-
cause our relations with Iran have not yet returned to normal, and the proc-
ess of implementing the agreements with Iran, dated January 19, 1981, is 
still under way, the national emergency declared on November 14, 1979, 
must continue in effect beyond November 14, 2011. Therefore, consistent 
with section 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year this national emergency with respect to Iran. 

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress. 

BARACK OBAMA 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

November 7, 2011. 

Notice of November 9, 2011 

Continuation of the National Emergency With Respect to 
Weapons of Mass Destruction 

On November 14, 1994, by Executive Order 12938, the President declared 
a national emergency with respect to the unusual and extraordinary threat 
to the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States 
posed by the proliferation of nuclear, biological, and chemical weapons 
(weapons of mass destruction) and the means of delivering such weapons. 
On July 28, 1998, the President issued Executive Order 13094 amending 
Executive Order 12938 to respond more effectively to the worldwide threat 
of weapons of mass destruction proliferation activities. On June 28, 2005, 
the President issued Executive Order 13382 which, inter alia, further 
amended Executive Order 12938 to improve our ability to combat prolifera-
tion. The proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the means of 
delivering them continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security, foreign policy, and economy of the United States; 
therefore, the national emergency first declared on November 14, 1994, and 
extended in each subsequent year, must continue. In accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency declared in Executive Order 
12938, as amended. 
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Title 3—The President 

This notice shall be published in the Federal Register and transmitted to 
the Congress. 

BARACK OBAMA 
THE WHITE HOUSE, 
November 9, 2011. 

Memorandum of November 28, 2011 

Managing Government Records 

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies 
Section 1. Purpose. This memorandum begins an executive branch-wide ef-
fort to reform records management policies and practices. Improving 
records management will improve performance and promote openness and 
accountability by better documenting agency actions and decisions. 
Records transferred to the National Archives and Records Administration 
(NARA) provide the prism through which future generations will under-
stand and learn from our actions and decisions. Modernized records man-
agement will also help executive departments and agencies (agencies) mini-
mize costs and operate more efficiently. Improved records management 
thus builds on Executive Order 13589 of November 9, 2011 (Promoting Effi-
cient Spending), which directed agencies to reduce spending and focus on 
mission-critical functions. 

When records are well-managed, agencies can use them to assess the im-
pact of programs, to reduce redundant efforts, to save money, and to share 
knowledge within and across their organizations. In these ways, proper 
records management is the backbone of open Government. 

Decades of technological advances have transformed agency operations, 
creating challenges and opportunities for agency records management. 
Greater reliance on electronic communication and systems has radically in-
creased the volume and diversity of information that agencies must man-
age. With proper planning, technology can make these records less burden-
some to manage and easier to use and share. But if records management 
policies and practices are not updated for a digital age, the surge in infor-
mation could overwhelm agency systems, leading to higher costs and lost 
records. 

We must address these challenges while using the opportunity to develop 
a 21st-century framework for the management of Government records. This 
framework will provide a foundation for open Government, leverage infor-
mation to improve agency performance, and reduce unnecessary costs and 
burdens. 

Sec. 2. Agency Commitments to Records Management Reform. (a) The head 
of each agency shall: 

(i) ensure that the successful implementation of records management re-
quirements in law, regulation, and this memorandum is a priority for 
senior agency management; 

(ii) ensure that proper resources are allocated to the effective implemen-
tation of such requirements; and 
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