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Quarantine when applied to animals 
means the practice of separating live 
animals that are reasonably believed to 
have been exposed to a communicable 
disease, but are not yet ill, in a setting 
where the animal can be observed for 
evidence of disease, and where meas-
ures are in place to prevent trans-
mission of infection to humans or ani-
mals. 

Render noninfectious means treating 
an animal product (e.g., by boiling, ir-
radiating, soaking, formalin fixation, 
or salting) in such a manner that ren-
ders the product incapable of transfer-
ring an infectious biological agent to a 
human. 

Scientific purpose means use for sci-
entific research following a defined 
protocol and other standards for re-
search projects as normally conducted 
at the university level. The term also 
includes the use for safety testing, po-
tency testing, and other activities re-
lated to the production of medical 
products. 

You or your means an importer, 
owner, or an applicant. 

[77 FR 75891, Dec. 26, 2012] 

§ 71.51 Dogs and cats. 
(a) Definitions. 
As used in this section the term: 
Cat means all domestic cats. 
Confinement means restriction of a 

dog or cat to a building or other enclo-
sure at a U.S. port, en route to destina-
tion and at destination, in isolation 
from other animals and from persons 
except for contact necessary for its 
care or, if the dog or cat is allowed out 
of the enclosure, muzzling and keeping 
it on a leash. 

Dog means all domestic dogs. 
Owner means owner or agent. 
Valid rabies vaccination certificate 

means a certificate which was issued 
for a dog not less than 3 months of age 
at the time of vaccination and which: 

(1) Identifies a dog on the basis of 
breed, sex, age, color, markings, and 
other identifying information. 

(2) Specifies a date of rabies vaccina-
tion at least 30 days before the date of 
arrival of the dog at a U.S. port. 

(3) Specifies a date of expiration 
which is after the date of arrival of the 
dog at a U.S. port. If no date of expira-
tion is specified, then the date of vac-

cination shall be no more than 12 
months before the date of arrival at a 
U.S. port. 

(4) Bears the signature of a licensed 
veterinarian. 

(b) General requirements for admission 
of dogs and cats—(1) Inspection by Direc-
tor. The Director shall inspect all dogs 
and cats which arrive at a U.S. port, 
and admit only those dogs and cats 
which show no signs of communicable 
disease as defined in § 71.1. 

(2) Examination by veterinarian and 
confinement of dogs and cats. When, 
upon inspection, a dog or cat does not 
appear to be in good health on arrival 
(e.g., it has symptoms such as emacia-
tion, lesions of the skin, nervous sys-
tem disturbances, jaundice, or diar-
rhea), the Director may require prompt 
confinement and give the owner an op-
portunity to arrange for a licensed vet-
erinarian to examine the animal and 
give or arrange for any tests or treat-
ment indicated. The Director will con-
sider the findings of the examination 
and tests in determining whether or 
not the dog or cat may have a commu-
nicable disease. The owner shall bear 
the expense of the examination, tests, 
and treatment. When it is necessary to 
detain a dog or cat pending determina-
tion of its admissibility, the owner 
shall provide confinement facilities 
which in the judgment of the Director 
will afford protection against any com-
municable disease. The owner shall 
bear the expense of confinement. Con-
finement shall be subject to conditions 
specified by the Director to protect the 
public health. 

(3) Record of sickness or death of dogs 
and cats and requirements for exposed 
animals. (i) The carrier responsible for 
the care of dogs and cats shall main-
tain a record of sickness or death of 
animals en route to the United States 
and shall submit the record to the 
quarantine station at the U.S. port 
upon arrival. Dogs or cats which have 
become sick while en route or are dead 
on arrival shall be separated from 
other animals as soon as the sickness 
or death is discovered, and shall be 
held in confinement pending any nec-
essary examination as determined by 
the Director. 
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(ii) When, upon inspection, a dog or 
cat appears healthy but, during ship-
ment, has been exposed to a sick or 
dead animal suspected of having a com-
municable disease, the exposed dog or 
cat shall be admitted only if examina-
tion or tests made on arrival reveal no 
evidence that the animal may be in-
fected with a communicable disease. 
The provisions of paragraph (b)(2) of 
this section shall be applicable to the 
examination or tests. 

(4) Sanitation. When the Director 
finds that the cages or other containers 
of dogs or cats arriving in the United 
States are in an insanitary or other 
condition that may constitute a com-
municable disease hazard, the dogs or 
cats shall not be admitted in such con-
tainers unless the owner has the con-
tainers cleaned and disinfected. 

(c) Rabies vaccination requirements for 
dogs. (1) A valid rabies vaccination cer-
tificate is required at a U.S. port for 
admission of a dog unless the owner 
submits evidence satisfactory to the 
Director that: 

(i) If a dog is less than 6 months of 
age, it has been only in a country de-
termined by the Director to be rabies- 
free (a current list of rabies-free coun-
tries may be obtained from the Divi-
sion of Quarantine, Center for Preven-
tion Services, Centers for Disease Con-
trol, Atlanta, GA 30333); or 

(ii) If a dog is 6 months of age or 
older, for the 6 months before arrival, 
it has been only in a country deter-
mined by the Director to be rabies-free; 
or 

(iii) The dog is to be taken to a re-
search facility to be used for research 
purposes and vaccination would inter-
fere with its use for such purposes. 

(2) Regardless of the provisions of 
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the Di-
rector may authorize admission as fol-
lows: 

(i) If the date of vaccination shown 
on the vaccination certificate is less 
than 30 days before the date of arrival, 
the dog may be admitted, but must be 
confined until at least 30 days have 
elapsed since the date of vaccination; 

(ii) If the dog is less than 3 months of 
age, it may be admitted, but must be 
confined until vaccinated against ra-
bies at 3 months of age and for at least 
30 days after the date of vaccination; 

(iii) If the dog is 3 months of age or 
older, it may be admitted, but must be 
confined until it is vaccinated against 
rabies. The dog must be vaccinated 
within 4 days after arrival at destina-
tion but no more than 10 days after ar-
rival at a U.S. port. It must be kept in 
confinement for at least 30 days after 
the date of vaccination. 

(3) When a dog is admitted under 
paragraph (c)(2) of this section, the Di-
rector shall notify the health depart-
ment or other appropriate agency hav-
ing jurisdiction at the point of destina-
tion and shall provide the address of 
the specified place of confinement and 
other pertinent information to facili-
tate surveillance and other appropriate 
action. 

(d) Certification requirements. The 
owner shall submit such certification 
regarding confinement and vaccination 
prescribed under this section as may be 
required by the Director. 

(e) Additional requirements for the im-
portation of dogs and cats. Dogs and cats 
shall be subject to such additional re-
quirements as may be deemed nec-
essary by the Director or to exclusion 
if coming from areas which the Direc-
tor has determined to have high rates 
of rabies. 

(f) Requirements for dogs and cats in 
transit. The provisions of this section 
shall apply to dogs and cats trans-
ported through the United States from 
one foreign country to another, except 
as provided below: 

(1) Dogs and cats that appear 
healthy, but have been exposed to a 
sick or dead animal suspected of hav-
ing a communicable disease, need not 
undergo examination or tests as pro-
vided in paragraph (b)(3) of this section 
if the Director determines that the 
conditions under which they are being 
transported will afford adequate pro-
tection against introduction of commu-
nicable disease. 

(2) Rabies vaccination is not required 
for dogs that are transported by air-
craft or ship and retained in custody of 
the carrier under conditions that would 
prevent transmission of rabies. 

(g) Disposal of excluded dogs and cats. 
A dog or cat excluded from the United 
States under the regulations in this 
part shall be exported or destroyed. 
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Pending exportation, it shall be de-
tained at the owner’s expense in the 
custody of the U.S. Customs Service at 
the U.S. port. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0920–0134) 

§ 71.52 Turtles, tortoises, and terra-
pins. 

(a) Definitions. 
As used in this section the term: 
Turtles includes all animals com-

monly known as turtles, tortoises, ter-
rapins, and all other animals of the 
order Testudinata, class Reptilia, except 
marine species (Families Dermochelidae 
and Cheloniidae). 

(b) Importation; general prohibition. 
Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, live turtles with a carapace 
length of less than 4 inches and viable 
turtle eggs may not be imported into 
the United States. 

(c) Exceptions. (1) Live turtles with a 
carapace length of less than 4 inches 
and viable turtle eggs may be imported 
into the United States, provided that 
such importation is not in connection 
with a business, and the importation is 
limited to lots of fewer than seven live 
turtles or fewer than seven viable tur-
tle eggs, or any combinations of such 
turtles and turtle eggs totaling fewer 
than seven, for any entry. 

(2) Seven or more live turtles with a 
carapace length of less than 4 inches, 
or seven or more viable turtle eggs or 
any combination of turtles and turtle 
eggs totaling seven or more, may be 
imported into the United States for 
bona fide scientific or educational pur-
poses or for exhibition when accom-
panied by a permit issued by the Direc-
tor. 

(3) The requirements in paragraphs 
(c)(1) and (c)(2) of this section shall not 
apply to the eggs of marine turtles ex-
cluded from these regulations under 
§ 71.52(a). 

(d) Application for permits. Applica-
tions for permits to import turtles, as 
set forth in paragraph (c)(2) of this sec-
tion, shall be made by letter to the Di-
rector, and shall contain, identify, or 
describe, the name and address of the 
applicant, the number of specimens, 
and the common and scientific names 
of each species to be imported, the 
holding facilities, the intended use of 

the turtles following their importation, 
the precautions to be undertaken to 
prevent infection of members of the 
public with Salmonella and Arizona bac-
teria, and any other information and 
assurances the Director may require. 

(e) Criteria for issuance of permits. A 
permit may be issued upon a deter-
mination that the holder of the permit 
will isolate or otherwise confine the 
turtles and will take such other pre-
cautions as may be determined by the 
Director to be necessary to prevent in-
fection of members of the public with 
Salmonella and Arizona bacteria and on 
condition that the holder of the permit 
will provide such reports as the Direc-
tor may require. 

(f) Interstate Regulations. Upon admis-
sion at a U.S. Port, turtles and viable 
turtle eggs become subject to Food and 
Drug Administration Regulations (21 
CFR 1240.62) regarding general prohibi-
tion. 

(g) Other permits. Permits to import 
certain species of turtles may be re-
quired under other Federal regulations 
(50 CFR parts 17 and 23) protecting such 
species. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0920–0134) 

§ 71.53 Requirements for importers of 
nonhuman primates. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this sec-
tion is to prevent the transmission of 
communicable disease from nonhuman 
primates (NHPs) imported into the 
United States, or their offspring, to hu-
mans. The regulations in this section 
are in addition to other regulations 
promulgated by the Secretary to pre-
vent the introduction, transmission, 
and spread of communicable diseases 
under 42 CFR part 71, subpart A and 42 
CFR part 70. 

(b) Scope. This section applies to any 
person importing a live NHP into the 
United States, including existing im-
porters, any person applying to become 
a registered importer, and any person 
importing NHP products. 

(1) Importers must make their facili-
ties, vehicles, equipment, and business 
records, including employee health 
records and animal health records, 
used in the importation of NHPs, avail-
able to HHS/CDC for inspection during 
operating business days and hours, and 
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