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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.381 

net in use, are possessed at any one 
time, they must have stretched mesh 
sizes (as allowed under the regulations) 
that differ by at least .25 inch (.64 cm). 

(iv) No person may soak a gillnet for 
more than 1 hour. The soak period be-
gins when the first mesh is placed in 
the water and ends either when the 
first mesh is retrieved back on board 
the vessel or the gathering of the 
gillnet is begun to facilitate retrieval 
on board the vessel, whichever occurs 
first; providing that, once the first 
mesh is retrieved or the gathering is 
begun, the retrieval is continuous until 
the gillnet is completely removed from 
the water. 

(v) The float line of each gillnet pos-
sessed, including any net in use, must 
have the distinctive floats specified in 
§ 622.376(a). 

§ 622.378 Seasonal closures of the Gulf 
group king mackerel gillnet fishery. 

(a) The gillnet fishery for Gulf group 
king mackerel in or from the Gulf EEZ 
is closed each fishing year from July 1 
until 6 a.m. on the day after the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Federal holiday. The 
gillnet fishery also is closed during all 
subsequent weekends and observed 
Federal holidays, except for the first 
weekend following the Martin Luther 
King Jr. holiday which will remain 
open to the gillnet fishery provided a 
notification of closure of that fishery 
has not been filed under § 622.8(b). 
Weekend closures are effective from 6 
a.m. Saturday to 6 a.m. Monday. Holi-
day closures are effective from 6 a.m. 
on the observed Federal holiday to 6 
a.m. the following day. All times are 
eastern standard time. During these 
closures, a person aboard a vessel using 
or possessing a gillnet with a 
stretched-mesh size of 4.75 inches (12.1 
cm) or larger in the southern Florida 
west coast subzone may not fish for or 
possess Gulf group king mackerel. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.379 Purse seine incidental catch 
allowance. 

(a) A vessel in the EEZ, or having 
fished in the EEZ, with a purse seine 
on board will not be considered as fish-
ing, or having fished, for king or Span-
ish mackerel in violation of a prohibi-
tion of purse seines under § 622.375(b), in 

violation of the possession limits under 
§ 622.375(b)(3), or, in the case of king 
mackerel from the Atlantic migratory 
group, in violation of a closure effected 
in accordance with § 622.8(b), provided 
the king mackerel on board does not 
exceed 1 percent, or the Spanish mack-
erel on board does not exceed 10 per-
cent, of all fish on board the vessel. In-
cidental catch will be calculated by 
number and/or weight of fish. Neither 
calculation may exceed the allowable 
percentage. Incidentally caught king 
or Spanish mackerel are counted to-
ward the quotas provided for under 
§ 622.384 and are subject to the prohibi-
tion of sale under § 622.384(e)(3). 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.380 Size limits. 
All size limits in this section are 

minimum size limits unless specified 
otherwise. A fish not in compliance 
with its size limit, as specified in this 
section, in or from the Gulf, South At-
lantic, or Mid-Atlantic EEZ, as appro-
priate, may not be possessed, sold, or 
purchased. A fish not in compliance 
with its size limit must be released im-
mediately with a minimum of harm. 
The operator of a vessel that fishes in 
the EEZ is responsible for ensuring 
that fish on board are in compliance 
with the size limits specified in this 
section. 

(a) Cobia in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, 
or South Atlantic—33 inches (83.8 cm), 
fork length. 

(b) King mackerel in the Gulf, South 
Atlantic, or Mid-Atlantic—24 inches 
(61.0 cm), fork length, except that a 
vessel fishing under a quota for king 
mackerel specified in § 622.384(b) may 
possess undersized king mackerel in 
quantities not exceeding 5 percent, by 
weight, of the king mackerel on board. 

(c) Spanish mackerel in the Gulf, 
South Atlantic, or Mid-Atlantic—12 
inches (30.5 cm), fork length, except 
that a vessel fishing under a quota for 
Spanish mackerel specified in 
§ 622.384(c) may possess undersized 
Spanish mackerel in quantities not ex-
ceeding 5 percent, by weight, of the 
Spanish mackerel on board. 

§ 622.381 Landing fish intact. 
(a) Cobia, king mackerel, and Span-

ish mackerel in or from the Gulf, Mid- 
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