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Today, we pay tribute to former prisoners of war who made that profound 
sacrifice. Caught behind enemy lines and stripped of their rights, these 
service members endured trials few of us can imagine. Many lost their 
lives. But in reflecting on the tragic price they paid, we also remember how 
their courage lit up even the darkest night. Where others might have given 
up or broken down, they dug in. They summoned an iron will. In their 
strength, we see the measure of their character; in their sacrifice, we see 
the spirit of a Nation. 

As we express our gratitude to heroes who gave so much for their country, 
we remain mindful that no one gesture is enough to truly honor their serv-
ice. For that, we must recommit to serving our veterans as well as they 
served us—not just today, but every day. We must pursue a full accounting 
of those who are still missing. And for service members who have come 
home, we must never stop fighting to give them the stability and the sup-
port they have earned. That is the promise we renew today—for former 
prisoners of war, for their families, and for every American who has sworn 
an oath to protect and defend. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2013, as Na-
tional Former Prisoner of War Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans 
to observe this day of remembrance by honoring all American prisoners of 
war, our service members, and our veterans. I also call upon Federal, State, 
and local government officials and organizations to observe this day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8957 of April 12, 2013 

Pan American Day and Pan American Week, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

One hundred and twenty-three years ago, countries across the Western 
Hemisphere came together to found the International Union of American 
Republics—a forerunner to the Organization of American States and a foun-
dation for progress throughout the region. In the decades since, nations in 
the Americas have forged lasting partnerships in trade, security, and de-
mocracy that reflect our shared commitment to peace and prosperity. As 
we celebrate those ties this week, we recognize the Pan American commu-
nity’s accomplishments and recommit to advancing common goals. 

Delivering prosperity for all our people takes strong, broad-based economic 
growth. That is why my Administration has worked tirelessly to boost trade 
with our partners abroad and open new markets for American products. We 
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have worked together to increase lending through the Inter-American De-
velopment Bank, promote microfinance, reform tax systems, eliminate bar-
riers to investment, and forge clean energy and climate partnerships. In the 
United States, we have secured trade agreements with Colombia and Pan-
ama. Alongside partners like Canada, Mexico, Chile, and Peru, we are mak-
ing progress toward a Trans-Pacific Partnership. And inter-American trade 
is continuing to expand dramatically, supporting millions of jobs here in 
the United States and still more abroad. 

These initiatives are strengthening economies across the Americas. And 
just as the benefits of trade and development should be shared between na-
tions, we also know they should be shared within nations. That takes the 
assurance of security and transparency, education and equality, human 
rights and the rule of law. As countries throughout the hemisphere build 
up those fundamental protections and opportunities for their citizens, the 
United States will work alongside them. It is a commitment we make not 
only because it is the right thing to do—we make it knowing that our fu-
tures depend on what we can do together as partners in progress. 

On Pan American Day and during Pan American Week, we renew the 
bonds of friendship that unite us across cultures and continents. Let us 
mark this week by reinvesting in the prosperity and dignity of our peoples, 
confident that the Americas’ best days are still ahead. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2013, as Pan 
American Day and April 14 through April 20, 2013, as Pan American 
Week. I urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Governor of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico, and the officials of the other areas under the flag 
of the United States of America to honor these observances with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twelfth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-seventh. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8958 of April 16, 2013 

Honoring the Victims of the Tragedy in Boston, 
Massachusetts 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the victims of the senseless acts of violence per-
petrated on April 15, 2013, in Boston, Massachusetts, by the authority vest-
ed in me as President of the United States by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States of America, I hereby order that the flag of the United 
States shall be flown at half-staff at the White House and upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts and naval stations, and on all 
naval vessels of the Federal Government in the District of Columbia and 
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