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Proclamations Proc. 9055 

hands. Earlier this year, an amendment to the Stafford Act gave tribes the 
option to directly request Federal emergency assistance when natural disas-
ters strike their homelands. In March, I signed the Violence Against 
Women Reauthorization Act, which recognizes tribal courts’ power to con-
vict and sentence certain perpetrators of domestic violence, regardless of 
whether they are Indian or non-Indian. And this June, I moved to strength-
en our nation-to-nation relationships by establishing the White House Trib-
al Council on Native American Affairs. The Council is responsible for pro-
moting and sustaining prosperous and resilient Native American commu-
nities. 

As we observe Native American Heritage Month, we must build on this 
work. Let us shape a future worthy of a bright new generation, and to-
gether, let us ensure this country’s promise is fully realized for every Na-
tive American. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim November 2013 as Na-
tional Native American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to com-
memorate this month with appropriate programs and activities, and to cele-
brate November 29, 2013, as Native American Heritage Day. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirty-first day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9055 of November 5, 2013 

Veterans Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On Veterans Day, America pauses to honor every service member who has 
ever worn one of our Nation’s uniforms. Each time our country has come 
under attack, they have risen in her defense. Each time our freedoms have 
come under assault, they have responded with resolve. Through the genera-
tions, their courage and sacrifice have allowed our Republic to flourish. 
And today, a Nation acknowledges its profound debt of gratitude to the pa-
triots who have kept it whole. 

As we pay tribute to our veterans, we are mindful that no ceremony or pa-
rade can fully repay that debt. We remember that our obligations endure 
long after the battle ends, and we make it our mission to give them the re-
spect and care they have earned. When America’s veterans return home, 
they continue to serve our country in new ways, bringing tremendous skills 
to their communities and to the workforce—leadership honed while guid-
ing platoons through unbelievable danger, the talent to master cutting-edge 
technologies, the ability to adapt to unpredictable situations. These men 
and women should have the chance to power our economic engine, both 
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because their talents demand it and because no one who fights for our 
country should ever have to fight for a job. 

This year, in marking the 60th anniversary of the Korean War Armistice, 
we resolved that in the United States of America, no war should be forgot-
ten, and no veteran should be overlooked. Let us always remember our 
wounded, our missing, our fallen, and their families. And as we continue 
our responsible drawdown from the war in Afghanistan, let us welcome 
our returning heroes with the support and opportunities they deserve. 

Under the most demanding of circumstances and in the most dangerous 
corners of the earth, America’s veterans have served with distinction. With 
courage, self-sacrifice, and devotion to our Nation and to one another, they 
represent the American character at its best. On Veterans Day and every 
day, we celebrate their immeasurable contributions, draw inspiration from 
their example, and renew our commitment to showing them the fullest sup-
port of a grateful Nation. 

With respect for and in recognition of the contributions our service mem-
bers have made to the cause of peace and freedom around the world, the 
Congress has provided (5 U.S.C. 6103(a)) that November 11 of each year 
shall be set aside as a legal public holiday to honor our Nation’s veterans. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim November 11, 2013, as Veterans Day. I en-
courage all Americans to recognize the valor and sacrifice of our veterans 
through appropriate public ceremonies and private prayers. I call upon 
Federal, State, and local officials to display the flag of the United States 
and to participate in patriotic activities in their communities. I call on all 
Americans, including civic and fraternal organizations, places of worship, 
schools, and communities to support this day with commemorative expres-
sions and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifth day of No-
vember, in the year of our Lord two thousand thirteen, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty- 
eighth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 9056 of November 8, 2013 

World Freedom Day, 2013 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On November 9, 1989, Germans from East and West united to bring down 
the Berlin Wall, marking the arrival of a new age. A symbol of oppression 
crumbled under the force of popular will. A people transitioned from the 
pain of division to the joy of reunification. And all over Europe, corrupt 
dictatorships gave way to new democracies. On World Freedom Day, we 
remember that for all the raw power of authoritarian regimes, it is ulti-
mately citizens who decide whether to be defined by a wall or whether to 
tear it down. 
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