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(a) Scholarship funds held in reserve 
by States under § 694.14(c) or by Part-
nerships under section 404D(b)(7) of the 
HEA that are not used by eligible stu-
dents as defined in § 694.14(b) within six 
years of the students’ scheduled com-
pletion of secondary school may be re-
distributed by the grantee to other eli-
gible students. 

(b) Any Federal scholarship funds 
that are not used by eligible students 
within six years of the students’ sched-
uled completion of secondary school, 
and are not redistributed by the grant-
ee to other eligible students, must be 
returned to the Secretary within 45 
days after the six-year period for ex-
pending the scholarship funds expires. 

(c) Grantees that reserve funds for 
scholarships must annually furnish in-
formation, as the Secretary may re-
quire, on the amount of Federal and 
non-Federal funds reserved and held for 
GEAR UP scholarships and the dis-
bursement of these scholarship funds 
to eligible students until these funds 
are fully expended or returned to the 
Secretary. 

(d) A scholarship fund is subject to 
audit or monitoring by authorized rep-
resentatives of the Secretary through-
out the life of the fund. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–25(e)) 

[75 FR 65800, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 694.17 How does a State determine 
which State agency will apply for, 
and administer, a State grant under 
this program? 

The Governor of a State must des-
ignate which State agency applies for, 
and administers, a State grant under 
GEAR UP. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–21 to 1070a–28) 

[65 FR 24760, Apr. 27, 2000. Redesignated at 75 
FR 65798, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 694.18 What requirements must be 
met by a Partnership or State par-
ticipating in GEAR UP with respect 
to 21st Century Scholarship Certifi-
cates? 

(a) A State or Partnership must pro-
vide, in accordance with procedures the 
Secretary may specify, a 21st Century 
Scholar Certificate to each student 
participating in its GEAR UP project. 

(b) 21st Century Scholarship Certifi-
cates must be personalized and indicate 
the amount of Federal financial aid for 
college and the estimated amount of 
any scholarship provided under section 
404E of the HEA, if applicable, that a 
student may be eligible to receive. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–26) 

[75 FR 65801, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 694.19 What priorities does the Sec-
retary establish for a GEAR UP 
grant? 

The Secretary awards competitive 
preference priority points to an eligible 
applicant for a State grant that has 
both— 

(a) Carried out a successful State 
GEAR UP grant prior to August 14, 
2008, determined on the basis of data 
(including outcome data) submitted by 
the applicant as part of its annual and 
final performance reports, and the ap-
plicant’s history of compliance with 
applicable statutory and regulatory re-
quirements; and 

(b) A prior, demonstrated commit-
ment to early intervention leading to 
college access through collaboration 
and replication of successful strategies. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–21(b)) 

[75 FR 65801, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 694.20 When may a GEAR UP grantee 
provide services to students attend-
ing an institution of higher edu-
cation? 

(a) The Secretary authorizes an eligi-
ble State or Partnership to provide 
GEAR UP services to students attend-
ing an institution of higher education 
if the State or Partnership— 

(1) Applies for and receives a new 
GEAR UP award after August 14, 2008, 
and 

(2) In its application, requested a sev-
enth year so that it may continue to 
provide services to students through 
their first year of attendance at an in-
stitution of higher education. 

(b) A State grantee that uses a pri-
ority (rather than or in addition to a 
cohort) approach to identify partici-
pating students may, consistent with 
its approved application and at any 
time during the project period, provide 
services to students during their first 
year of attendance at an institution of 
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higher education, provided that the 
grantee continues to provide all re-
quired services throughout the Federal 
budget period to GEAR UP students 
still enrolled in a local educational 
agency. 

(c) If a grantee is awarded a seven 
year grant, consistent with the grant-
ee’s approved application, during the 
seventh year of the grant the grantee— 

(1) Must provide services to students 
in their first year of attendance at an 
institution of higher education; and 

(2) May choose to provide services to 
high school students who have yet to 
graduate. 

(d) Grantees that continue to provide 
services under this part to students 
through their first year of attendance 
at an institution of higher education 
must, to the extent practicable, coordi-
nate with other campus programs, in-
cluding academic support services to 
enhance, not duplicate service. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–21(b)(2)) 

[75 FR 65801, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 694.21 What are required activities 
for GEAR UP projects? 

A grantee must provide comprehen-
sive mentoring, outreach, and sup-
portive services to students partici-
pating in the GEAR UP program. These 
services must include the following ac-
tivities: 

(a) Providing information regarding 
financial aid for postsecondary edu-
cation to eligible participating stu-
dents. 

(b) Encouraging student enrollment 
in rigorous and challenging curricula 
and coursework, in order to reduce the 
need for remedial coursework at the 
postsecondary level. 

(c) Implementing activities to im-
prove the number of participating stu-
dents who— 

(1) Obtain a secondary school di-
ploma, and 

(2) Complete applications for, and en-
roll in, a program of postsecondary 
education. 

(d) In the case of a State grantee that 
has not received a 100-percent waiver 
under section 404E(b)(2) of the HEA, 

providing scholarships in accordance 
with section 404E of the HEA. 

(Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1070a–24(a)) 

[75 FR 65801, Oct. 26, 2010] 

§ 694.22 What other activities may all 
GEAR UP projects provide? 

A grantee may use grant funds to 
carry out one or more of the following 
services and activities: 

(a) Providing tutors and mentors, 
who may include adults or former par-
ticipants in a GEAR UP program, for 
eligible students. 

(b) Conducting outreach activities to 
recruit priority students (identified in 
section 404D(d) of the HEA) to partici-
pate in program activities. 

(c) Providing supportive services to 
eligible students. 

(d) Supporting the development or 
implementation of rigorous academic 
curricula, which may include college 
preparatory, Advanced Placement, or 
International Baccalaureate programs, 
and providing participating students 
access to rigorous core academic 
courses that reflect challenging State 
academic standards. 

(e) Supporting dual or concurrent en-
rollment programs between the sec-
ondary school and institution of higher 
education partners of a GEAR UP Part-
nership, and other activities that sup-
port participating students in— 

(1) Meeting challenging State aca-
demic standards; 

(2) Successfully applying for postsec-
ondary education; 

(3) Successfully applying for student 
financial aid; and 

(4) Developing graduation and career 
plans, including career awareness and 
planning assistance as they relate to a 
rigorous academic curriculum. 

(f) Providing special programs or tu-
toring in science, technology, engineer-
ing, or mathematics. 

(g) For Partnerships, providing schol-
arships described in section 404E of the 
HEA, and for all grantees providing ap-
propriate administrative support for 
GEAR UP scholarships. 

(h) Introducing eligible students to 
institutions of higher education, 
through trips and school-based ses-
sions. 
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