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VI, we will issue a certificate and no-

tify IMO that your Approved Method 

has been certified. 

§ 1043.55 Applying equivalent controls 
instead of complying with fuel re-
quirements.

Regulation 4 of Annex VI allows Ad-

ministrations to approve the use of 

fuels not meeting the requirements of 

Regulation 14 of the Annex, provided 

the vessel applies a method that re-

sults in equivalent emission reduc-

tions. This section describes provisions 

related to applying this allowance. 

(a) Any person may request approval 

of such equivalent methods for control-

ling emissions on U.S.-flagged vessels 

by submitting an application for cer-

tification of an equivalent control 

method to the Designated Certification 

Officer. If we determine that your con-

trol method achieves emission levels 

equivalent to those achieved by the use 

of fuels meeting the requirements of 

Regulation 14 of Annex VI, we will 

issue a certificate and notify IMO that 

your method has been certified. 

(b) The provisions of this paragraph 

(b) apply for vessels equipped with con-

trols certified by the Administration of 

a foreign flag vessel to achieve emis-

sion levels equivalent to those 

achieved by the use of fuels meeting 

the applicable fuel sulfur limits of Reg-

ulation 14 of Annex VI. Fuels not meet-

ing the applicable fuel sulfur limits of 

Regulation 14 of Annex VI may be used 

on such vessels consistent with the 

provisions of the IAPP certificate, 

APPS and Annex VI. 

(c) Compliance with the require-

ments of this section does not affect 

the applicability of requirements or 

prohibitions specified by other statutes 

or regulations with respect to water 

pollution.

§ 1043.60 Operating requirements for 
engines and vessels subject to this 
part.

This section specifies the operating 

requirements of this part. Note that it 

does not limit the operating require-

ments of APPS or Annex VI that are 

applicable to U.S.-flagged vessels out-

side of U.S. domestic waters. 

(a) Except as specified otherwise in 

this part, NOX emission limits apply to 

all vessels subject to this part as speci-

fied in the following table: 

TABLE 1 TO § 1043.60 ANNEX VI NOX EMISSION STANDARDS (G/KW-HR)

Tier Area of applicability Model year 

Maximum in-use engine speed 

Less than 
130 RPM 130–2000 RPMa Over 2000 

RPM

Tier 1 ....... All U.S. navigable waters and EEZ ......... 2004–2010 ................. 17.0 45.0·n (¥0.20) 9.8
Tier 2 ....... All U.S. navigable waters and EEZ ......... 2011–2015 ................. 14.4 44.0·n (¥0.23) 7.7
Tier 2 ....... All U.S. navigable waters and EEZ, 

exluding ECA and ECA associated 
areas.

2016 and later ........... 14.4 44.0·n (¥0.23) 7.7

Tier 3 ....... ECA and ECA associated areas ............. 2016 and later ........... 3.4 9.0·n (¥0.20) 2.0

a Applicable standards are calculated from n (maximum in-use engine speed, in RPM, as specified in § 1042.140). Round the 
standards to one decimal place. 

(b) Except as specified otherwise in 

this part, fuel sulfur limits apply to all 

vessels subject to this part as specified 

in the following table: 

TABLE 2 TO § 1043.60 ANNEX VI FUEL SULFUR LIMITS
[wt %] 

Calendar years 

Sulfur limit in all U.S. 
navigable waters and 

EEZ
(percent)

Sulfur limit in ECA and 
ECA associated areas 

(percent)

2010–2011 ..................................................................................................... 4.50 1.00 
2012–2015 ..................................................................................................... 3.50 1.00 
2016–2019 ..................................................................................................... 3.50 0.10 
2020 and later ............................................................................................... 0.50 0.10 
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(c) Operators of non-Party vessels 

must comply with the requirements of 

paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section as 

well as other operating requirements 

and restrictions specified in 2008 Annex 

VI (incorporated by reference in 

§ 1043.100) related to Regulations 13, 14, 

and 18. 

(d) This paragraph (d) applies for ves-

sels that are excluded from Regulation 

13 of Annex VI and the NOX-related re-

quirements of this part under 

§ 1043.10(a)(2) or (b)(3) because they op-

erate only domestically. Where the 

vessels operate using only fuels meet-

ing the specifications of 40 CFR part 80 

for distillate fuel, they are deemed to 

be in full compliance with the fuel use 

requirements and prohibitions of this 

part and of Regulations 14 and 18 of 

Annex VI. 

(e) Except as noted in paragraph (d) 

of this section, nothing in this section 

limits the operating requirements and 

restrictions of Annex VI, as imple-

mented by APPS, for Party vessels, in-

cluding U.S.-flagged vessels. Note also 

that nothing in this part limits the op-

erating requirements and restrictions 

applicable for engines and vessels sub-

ject to 40 CFR part 1042 or the require-

ments and restrictions applicable for 

fuels subject to 40 CFR part 80. 

(f) We may exempt historic steam-

ships from the fuel requirements of 

this part for operation in U.S. internal 

waters. Send requests for exemptions 

to the Designated Certification Officer. 

§ 1043.70 General recordkeeping and 
reporting requirements. 

(a) Under APPS, owners and opera-

tors of Party vessels must keep records 

related to NOX standards and in-use 

fuel specifications such as the Tech-

nical File, the Engine Book of Record 

Parameters, and bunker delivery notes. 

Owners and operators of non-Party ves-

sels must keep these records as speci-

fied in the NOX Technical Code and 

Regulations 13, 14, and 18 of Annex VI 

(incorporated by reference in § 1043.100). 

We may inspect these records as al-

lowed by APPS. As part of our inspec-

tion, we may require that the owner 

submit copies of these records to us. 

(b) Nothing in this part limits record-

keeping and reporting the Secretary 

may require, nor does it preclude the 

Secretary from providing copies of any 

records to EPA. 

(c) Nothing in this part limits the 

recordkeeping and reporting require-

ments applicable with respect to en-

gines and vessels subject to 40 CFR 

part 1042 or with respect to fuels sub-

ject to 40 CFR part 80. 

(d) This paragraph (d) applies for ves-

sels that are excluded from Regulation 

13 of Annex VI and the NOX-related re-

quirements of this part under 

§ 1043.10(a)(2) or (b)(3) because they op-

erate only domestically. Where the 

vessel operator has fuel receipts (or 

equivalent records) for the preceding 

three years showing it operated using 

only fuels meeting the specifications of 

40 CFR part 80 for distillate fuel, they 

are deemed to be in full compliance 

with the fuel recordkeeping require-

ments and prohibitions of this part and 

Annex VI. 

§ 1043.80 Recordkeeping and reporting 
requirements for fuel suppliers. 

Under APPS, fuel suppliers must pro-

vide bunker delivery notes to vessel op-

erators for any fuel for an engine on 

any vessel identified in paragraph (a) of 

this section. Fuel suppliers must also 

keep copies of these records. 

(a) The requirements of this section 

apply for fuel delivered to any of the 

following vessels: 

(1) Vessels of 400 gross tonnage and 

above engaged in voyages to ports or 

offshore terminals under the jurisdic-

tion of other Parties. 

(2) Platforms and drilling rigs en-

gaged in voyages to waters under the 

sovereignty or jurisdiction of other 

Parties.

(b) Except as allowed by paragraph 

(c) of this section, the bunker delivery 

note must contain the following: 

(1) The name and IMO number of the 

receiving vessel. 

(2) Port (or other description of the 

location, if the delivery does not take 

place at a port). 

(3) Date the fuel is delivered to the 

vessel (or date on which the delivery 

begins where the delivery begins on one 

day and ends on a later day). 

(4) Name, address, and telephone 

number of fuel supplier. 

(5) Fuel type and designation under 

40 CFR part 80. 
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