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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, HHS § 485.705 

Subpart G [Reserved]

Subpart H—Conditions of Partici-
pation for Clinics, Rehabilita-
tion Agencies, and Public 
Health Agencies as Providers 
of Outpatient Physical Ther-
apy and Speech-Language 
Pathology Services 

§ 485.701 Basis and scope. 
This subpart implements section 

1861(p)(4) of the Act, which— 

(a) Defines outpatient physical ther-

apy and speech pathology services; 

(b) Imposes requirements with re-

spect to adequate program, facilities, 

policies, staffing, and clinical records; 

and

(c) Authorizes the Secretary to estab-

lish by regulation other health and 

safety requirements. 

[60 FR 2327, Jan. 9, 1995] 

§ 485.703 Definitions. 
Clinic. A facility that is established 

primarily to furnish outpatient physi-

cian services and that meets the fol-

lowing tests of physician involvement: 

(1) The medical services are furnished 

by a group of three or more physicians 

practicing medicine together. 

(2) A physician is present during all 

hours of operation of the clinic to fur-

nish medical services, as distinguished 

from purely administrative services. 

Extension location. A location or site 

from which a rehabilitation agency 

provides services within a portion of 

the total geographic area served by the 

primary site. The extension location is 

part of the rehabilitation agency. The 

extension location should be located 

sufficiently close to share administra-

tion, supervision, and services in a 

manner that renders it unnecessary for 

the extension location to independ-

ently meet the conditions of participa-

tion as a rehabilitation agency. 

Organization. A clinic, rehabilitation 

agency, or public health agency. 

Public health agency. An official agen-

cy established by a State or local gov-

ernment, the primary function of 

which is to maintain the health of the 

population served by performing envi-

ronmental health services, preventive 

medical services, and in certain cases, 

therapeutic services. 

Rehabilitation agency. An agency 

that—

(1) Provides an integrated inter-

disciplinary rehabilitation program de-

signed to upgrade the physical func-

tioning of handicapped disabled indi-

viduals by bringing specialized reha-

bilitation staff together to perform as 

a team; and 

(2) Provides at least physical therapy 

or speech-language pathology services. 

Supervision. Authoritative procedural 

guidance that is for the accomplish-

ment of a function or activity and 

that—

(1) Includes initial direction and peri-

odic observation of the actual perform-

ance of the function or activity; and 

(2) Is furnished by a qualified per-

son—

(i) Whose sphere of competence en-

compasses the particular function or 

activity; and 

(ii) Who (unless otherwise provided in 

this subpart) is on the premises if the 

person performing the function or ac-

tivity does not meet the assistant-level 

practitioner qualifications specified in 

§ 485.705. 

[41 FR 20865, May 21, 1976. Redesignated at 42 

FR 52826, Sept. 30, 1977, and amended at 53 

FR 12015, Apr. 12, 1988; 54 FR 38679, Sept. 20, 

1989. Redesignated and amended at 60 FR 

2326, 2327, Jan. 9, 1995; 60 FR 50447, Sept. 29, 

1995; 73 FR 69941, Nov. 19, 2008] 

§ 485.705 Personnel qualifications. 
(a) General qualification requirements. 

Except as specified in paragraphs (b) 

and (c) of this section, all personnel 

who are involved in the furnishing of 

outpatient physical therapy, occupa-

tional therapy, and speech-language 

pathology services directly by or under 

arrangements with an organization 

must be legally authorized (licensed or, 

if applicable, certified or registered) to 

practice by the State in which they 

perform the functions or actions, and 

must act only within the scope of their 

State license or State certification or 

registration.

(b) Exception for Federally defined 
qualifications. The following Federally 

defined qualifications must be met: 

(1) For a physician, the qualifications 

and conditions as defined in section 
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1861(r) of the Act and the requirements 

in part 484 of this chapter. 

(2) For a speech-language pathologist, 
the qualifications specified in section 

1861(11)(1) of the Act and the require-

ments in part 484 of this chapter. 

(c) Exceptions when no State Licensing 
laws or State certification or registration 
requirements exist. If no State licensing 

laws or State certification or registra-

tion requirements exist for the profes-

sion, the following requirements must 

be met— 

(1) An administrator is a person who 

has a bachelor’s degree and: 

(i) Has experience or specialized 

training in the administration of 

health institutions or agencies; or 

(ii) Is qualified and has experience in 

one of the professional health dis-

ciplines.

(2) An occupational therapist must

meet the requirements in part 484 of 

this chapter. 

(3) An occupational therapy assistant 
must meet the requirements in part 484 

of this chapter. 

(4) A physical therapist must meet the 

requirements in part 484 of this chap-

ter.

(5) A physical therapist assistant must

meet the requirements in part 484 of 

this chapter. 

(6) A social worker must meet the re-

quirements in part 484 of this chapter. 

(7) A vocational specialist is a person 

who has a baccalaureate degree and— 

(i) Two years experience in voca-

tional counseling in a rehabilitation 

setting such as a sheltered workshop, 

State employment service agency, etc.; 

or

(ii) At least 18 semester hours in vo-

cational rehabilitation, educational or 

vocational guidance, psychology, social 

work, special education or personnel 

administration, and 1 year of experi-

ence in vocational counseling in a re-

habilitation setting; or 

(iii) A master’s degree in vocational 

counseling.

(8) A nurse practitioner is a person 

who must: 

(i) Be a registered professional nurse 

who is authorized by the State in 

which the services are furnished to 

practice as a nurse practitioner in ac-

cordance with State law; and

(ii) Be certified as a nurse practi-

tioner by a recognized national certi-

fying body that has established stand-

ards for nurse practitioners; or
(iii) Be a registered professional 

nurse who is authorized by the State in 

which the services are furnished to 

practice as a nurse practitioner in ac-

cordance with State law and have been 

granted a Medicare billing number as a 

nurse practitioner by December 31, 

2000; or
(iv) Be a nurse practitioner who on or 

after January 1, 2001, applies for a 

Medicare billing number for the first 

time and meets the standards for nurse 

practitioners in paragraphs (c)(8)(i) and 

(c)(8)(ii) of this section; or
(v) Be a nurse practitioner who on or 

after January 1, 2003, applies for a 

Medicare billing number for the first 

time and possesses a master’s degree in 

nursing and meets the standards for 

nurse practitioners in paragraphs 

(b)(1)(i) and (b)(1)(ii) of this section. 

(9) A clinical nurse specialist is a per-

son who must: 

(i) Be a registered nurse who is cur-

rently licensed to practice in the State 

where he or she practices and be au-

thorized to perform the services of a 

clinical nurse specialist in accordance 

with State law; 

(ii) Have a master’s degree in a de-

fined clinical area of nursing from an 

accredited educational institution; 

and,

(iii) Be certified as a clinical nurse 

specialist by the American Nurses 

Credentialing Center. 

(10) A physician assistant is a person 

who:

(i) Has graduated from a physician 

assistant educational program that is 

accredited by the Commission on Ac-

creditation of Allied Health Education 

Programs; or 

(ii) Has passed the national certifi-

cation examination that is adminis-

tered by the National Commission on 

Certification of Physician Assistants; 

and

(iii) Is licensed by the State to prac-

tice as a physician assistant. 

[63 FR 58912, Nov. 2, 1998; 64 FR 25457, May 12, 

1999; 64 FR 59442, Nov. 2, 1999] 
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