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resources on land active in agricul-
tural, forestry, or related uses. The 
term includes the following: 

(1) Technical services provided di-
rectly to farmers, ranchers, forest pro-
ducers, and other eligible entities, such 
as conservation planning, technical 
consultation, preparation of forest 
stewardship management plans, and as-
sistance with the design and implemen-
tation of conservation activities; and 

(2) Technical infrastructure, includ-
ing processes, tools, and agency func-
tions needed to support delivery of 
technical services, such as technical 
standards, resource inventories, train-
ing, data, technology, monitoring, and 
effects analyses. 

Technical Service Provider means an 
individual, private-sector entity, or 
public agency certified by NRCS to 
provide technical services to program 
participants in lieu of, or on behalf of, 
NRCS as referenced in 7 CFR part 652. 

§ 1470.4 Allocation and management. 
(a) The Chief will allocate acres and 

associated funds to State Conserva-
tionists: 

(1) Primarily on each State’s propor-
tion of eligible land to the total 
amount of eligible land in all States; 
and 

(2) On consideration of: 
(i) The extent and magnitude of the 

conservation needs associated with ag-
ricultural production in each State 
based on natural resource factors that 
consider national, regional, and State- 
level priority ecosystem areas, 

(ii) The degree to which implementa-
tion of the program in the State is, or 
will be, effective in helping producers 
address those needs, and 

(iii) Other considerations determined 
by the Chief to achieve equitable geo-
graphic distribution of program par-
ticipation. 

(b) The State Conservationist will al-
locate acres to ranking pools, to the 
extent practicable, based on the same 
factors the Chief considers in making 
allocations to States. 

(c) Of the acres made available for 
each of fiscal years 2009 through 2012 to 
carry out CSP, NRCS will use, as a 
minimum: 

(1) Five percent to assist beginning 
farmers or ranchers, and 

(2) Five percent to assist socially dis-
advantaged farmers or ranchers. 

(d) In any fiscal year, allocated acres 
that are not enrolled by a date deter-
mined by NRCS may be reallocated 
with associated funds for use in that 
fiscal year under CSP. As part of the 
reallocation process, NRCS will con-
sider several factors, including demand 
from applicants, national and regional 
conservation priorities, and prior-year 
CSP performance in States. 

(e) Of the CSP funds and acres made 
available for each fiscal year: 

(1) The Chief will reserve 6 percent of 
funds and acres to ensure an adequate 
source of funds and acres for the CCPI. 
Of the funds and acres reserved, the 
Chief will allocate: 

(i) Ninety percent to projects based 
on the direction of State Conservation-
ists, with the advice of State Technical 
Committees; and 

(ii) Ten percent to projects based on 
a national competitive process estab-
lished by the Chief. In determining 
funding allocation decisions for these 
projects, NRCS will consider the extent 
to which they address national and re-
gional conservation priorities. 

(2) Any funds and acres reserved for 
the CCPI in a fiscal year that are not 
obligated by April 1 of that fiscal year 
may be used to carry out other CSP ac-
tivities during the remainder of that 
fiscal year. 

§ 1470.5 Outreach activities. 

(a) NRCS will establish program out-
reach activities at the national, State, 
and local levels to ensure that poten-
tial applicants who control eligible 
land are aware and informed that they 
may be eligible to apply for program 
assistance. 

(b) Special outreach will be made to 
eligible producers with historically low 
participation rates, including but not 
restricted to, beginning farmers or 
ranchers, limited resource farmers or 
ranchers, and socially disadvantaged 
farmers or ranchers. 

(c) NRCS will ensure that outreach is 
provided so as not to limit producer 
participation because of size or type of 
operation or production system, in-
cluding specialty crop and organic pro-
duction. 
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(d) NRCS will conduct focused out-
reach in regions of national signifi-
cance in order to maximize program 
participation. These areas could in-
clude landscapes such as the Chesa-
peake Bay watershed and Great Lakes 
basin. 

§ 1470.6 Eligibility requirements. 
(a) Eligible applicant. To be an eligible 

applicant for CSP, a producer must be 
the operator in the Farm Service Agen-
cy (FSA) farm records management 
system. Potential applicants that are 
not in the FSA farm records manage-
ment system must establish records 
with FSA. Potential applicants whose 
records are not current in the FSA 
farm records management system must 
update those records prior to the close 
of the evaluation period to be consid-
ered eligible. NRCS may grant excep-
tions to the ‘‘operator of record’’ re-
quirement for producers, tenants, and 
owners in the FSA farm records man-
agement system that can demonstrate, 
to the satisfaction of NRCS, they will 
operate and have effective control of 
the land. Applicants must also meet all 
of the following requirements: 

(1) Have effective control of the land 
unless an exception is made by the 
Chief in the case of land administered 
by the BIA, Indian lands, or other in-
stances in which the Chief determines 
that there is sufficient assurance of 
control; 

(2) Be in compliance with the highly 
erodible land and wetland conservation 
provisions found at 7 CFR part 12; 

(3) Be in compliance with Adjusted 
Gross Income provisions found at 7 
CFR part 1400; 

(4) Supply information, as required 
by NRCS, to determine eligibility for 
the program, including but not limited 
to, information related to eligibility 
requirements and ranking factors, con-
servation activity and production sys-
tem records, information to verify the 
applicant’s status as a historically un-
derserved producer, if applicable, and 
payment eligibility as established by 7 
CFR part 1400; 

(5) Provide a list of all members of 
the legal entity and embedded entities 
along with members’ tax identification 
numbers and percentage interest in the 
entity. Where applicable, American In-

dians, Alaska Natives, and Pacific Is-
landers may use another unique identi-
fication number for each individual eli-
gible for payment; and 

(6) Comply with applicable registra-
tion and reporting requirements of the 
Federal Funding Accountability and 
Transparency Act of 2006 (Pub. L. 109– 
282, as amended), and 2 CFR parts 25 
and 170. 

(b) Eligible land. A contract applica-
tion must include all of the eligible 
land on an applicant’s agricultural op-
eration, except as identified in para-
graph (b)(3) of this section. A partici-
pant may submit an application(s) to 
enter into an additional contract(s) for 
newly acquired eligible land, which 
would then compete with other appli-
cations in a subsequent ranking period. 
The land as described below is part of 
the agricultural operation and eligible 
for enrollment in the CSP: 

(1) Private agricultural land; 
(2) Agricultural Indian lands; 
(3) NIPF: 
(i) By special rule in the statute, 

NIPF is eligible land, 
(ii) No more than 10 percent of the 

acres enrolled nationally in any fiscal 
year may be NIPF, 

(iii) The applicant will designate by 
submitting a separate application if 
they want to offer NIPF for funding 
consideration, 

(iv) If designated for funding consid-
eration, then the NIPF component of 
the operation will include all the appli-
cant’s NIPF. If not designated for fund-
ing consideration, then the applicant’s 
NIPF will not be part of the agricul-
tural operation; and 

(4) Other private agricultural land, as 
determined by the Chief, on which re-
source concerns related to agricultural 
production could be addressed by en-
rolling the land in CSP. 

(c) Ineligible land. The following ineli-
gible lands are part of the agricultural 
operation, but ineligible for inclusion 
in the contract or for payment in CSP: 

(1) Land enrolled in the Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP), 7 CFR part 
1410; 

(2) Land enrolled in the Wetlands Re-
serve Program (WRP), 7 CFR part 1467; 

(3) Land enrolled in the Grassland 
Reserve Program (GRP), 7 CFR part 
1415; 
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