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LES ASPIN

(Mr. GOSS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOSS. Mr. Speaker, I come to
the well this morning for the same rea-
son the gentleman from Missouri [Mr.
SKELTON] did, to say that this weekend
our Nation has lost a very stalwart son
and a good friend of ours. To many of
us here, he was an especially good
friend.

Les Aspin’s untimely death at the
age of 56, after suffering a massive
stroke on Saturday, underscores both
how much he accomplished and yet
how much more he could have done. In
the days ahead we are going to be re-
minded of those accomplishments as
we seek to send sympathy and comfort
to his family and those close to him. I
am sure that important and caring
leaders in many places around the
world will remember to say, I knew
Les, what a great job he did for this
country for so many years. Equally,
many just plain folks who knew Les
around town here or back in his long-
time Wisconsin congressional district
or wherever it was will say, I knew Les.
What a great guy.

Mr. Speaker, as a classmate and a
friend for many years at college and as
a colleague here in Congress for a while
and finally as a member of the Com-
mission on Intelligence Roles and Ca-
pabilities, which is better and properly
known simply as the Aspin Commis-
sion, which he was chairing at the time
of his death, I had the privilege and the
fun of knowing Les and working with
him. I think the statement that I read
this morning of his cardiologist and
the news accounts says it best: It says
simply, Les was an extraordinarily fine
man. For those of us who knew him in
this body, that vote is unanimous.

f

TRIBUTE TO A GOOD FRIEND AND
GREAT AMERICAN

(Mrs. SCHROEDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, I,
too, rise to pay tribute to my good
friend Les Aspin. This is a man who
was never about power or never about
pretense. He was about public service
and the highest quality of public serv-
ice. He truly gave it his all, every sin-
gle day he got out of bed. No taxpayer
could ever complain that Les Aspin did
not put his whole self into what he was
doing, no matter what it was.

We have really, indeed, lost a great
mind, a very energetic person, and a
person who did not come with a certain
ideology but came, instead, to listen to
the facts and try and do what was
right.

One of the things that he did as Sec-
retary of Defense that probably will go
unnoticed but should not go unnoticed
is he was brave enough to start putting
some of the rhetoric aside and open the

doors for many of America’s young
women who had been waiting outside
that door to serve more fully in the
armed services. Les was the kind of
guy who would look at the studies, who
would look at the performance ratings,
who would look at the tests, and who
would say, of course, they can.

There is absolutely no reason except
bias and prejudice that they cannot
move forward. He opened those doors,
and many of the young women proudly
serving today in America’s military
can be looking to Les Aspin and say-
ing, thank you, because he was the one
who put aside many of those super-
stitions and moved that forward.

But that was the kind of person who
he was. We will miss that kind of per-
son very desperately and I will miss
him as a friend.

f

IN MEMORY OF LES ASPIN

(Ms. HARMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘HAR-
MAN, how ya’ doing?’’

That was Les Aspin’s upbeat greeting
each time we spoke.

His tennis game was not much, but
he sure was.

Loyal always to his beloved Wiscon-
sin. A man who loved the House and ex-
celled at the legislative function. A big
thinker on defense issues who probably
contributed more to conceptualizing
our modern defense policy than anyone
else. And a true friend.

He was certainly there for me as I
laid my plans to run for public office
for the first time in my middle age.

He helped me strategize, he reviewed
issues, he gave me credibility, and he
personally came to California to cam-
paign for me.

After I won, he was there for counsel.
And I tried to be there for him too in
some tough times.

Through it all, he was upbeat.
Scarcely a week after his pacemaker
was inserted in 1993, Defense Secretary
Aspin testified for a marathon 10 hours
before his beloved House Armed Serv-
ices Committee. Near the end, this
freshman was temporarily in the chair.
When he saw me, he laughed. ‘‘Oh,’’ he
said, ‘‘when they said there was reform
up here, I had no idea it would go this
far!’’

Aspin, I will miss you.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I would like
the RECORD to reflect that on Thurs-
day, May 18, 1995, I was incorrectly re-
corded as ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall No. 343, the
Neumann substitute to the budget res-
olution, House Concurrent Resolution
67. I should have been recorded in oppo-
sition to this resolution.

MEDICARE BUDGET CUTS
(Mr. FORD asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FORD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
because I am receiving a number of let-
ters from my constituents back home
in addressing the budget cuts in the
Medicare budget, cuts as being pro-
posed by the new Republican majority
in this Congress. As I read through all
of the letters that my constituents are
sending to me, they do not feel that it
is fair in America for the elderly to add
on an additional $1,000 in costs and ad-
ditional premiums for Medicare.

It is true that we must do something
about the huge deficits that we are
faced with, but we know that we ought
to share that responsibility among all
Americans. For the Republicans to
think that children and the elderly
population of this Nation should bear
that brunt, it is wrong.

Just to share a few things with you
that I am receiving in the mail, senior
citizens are saying the need to fix So-
cial Security and Medicare can no
longer be denied. They acknowledge
the fact that we can no longer deny it.
They say it can be done. And we as Re-
publicans and Democrats in this House
can work together in a bipartisan spir-
it to do so.

I do not think that we ought to say
to the wealthy and the rich of this Na-
tion, yes, just for your $350 billion tax
cut, we are going to increase and cut
the Medicare Program in a fashion that
will cause burden and undue harm to
the elderly population of this country.
f

SPECIAL ORDERS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under

the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, and under a previous order of
the House, the following Members will
be recognized for 5 minutes each.
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio [Ms. KAPTUR] is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

[Ms. KAPTUR addressed the House.
Her remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York [Mr. OWENS] is
recognized for 5 minutes.

[Mr. OWENS addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.]
f

TERM LIMITS RULING BY
SUPREME COURT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Colorado [Mrs. SCHROE-
DER] is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. Mr. Speaker, as
many people know, the Supreme Court
just came down with a five to four deci-
sion on terms limits, saying that the



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H 5371May 22, 1995
States could not impose term limits on
Federal officeholders.

I think it is a very interesting day to
look at that decision, which I think
was the correct answer, on the very
same day that we are here memorializ-
ing Les Aspin. Had term limits been in
effect, be they 8 or 12 years, Les Aspin,
who spent 22 years in this House, would
not have been able to do the things
that we were talking about today in
which he contributed so much to this
great Nation.

I think also as we look at term lim-
its, we look at something that is going
to be coming up this week that con-
cerns me a lot, about whether we do
not jump into some things too fast and
do not have people able to really under-
stand some of the unintended con-
sequences of policies that come in
front of us. There may be a reason, Mr.
Speaker, that some of us with gray
hair are needed around here.

I guess that is what I am doing
today, as I salute the Supreme Count’s
decision and say, I think that we do
need some people who have been
around more than 8 years or 12 years to
kind of guide this great ship of state
and to have a little corporate memory.

One of the things I particularly
would like to address that I will be
talking about later this week when we
get to the foreign aid bill that will be
coming to the floor is that the provi-
sion in that bill, I think, is very dan-
gerous. I certainly hope it will be
struck.

There is a provision in that bill that
I think on first blush sounds wonderful,
as so many things do. But then let us
examine it more carefully. The provi-
sion I am talking about is the provi-
sion that says, people in the world who
live in a country that has a population
policy that they think is oppressive
can come to America. This is the new
way to get to that Great Golden Gate
in America and come in and become an
American.

Now, I certainly do not approve of
immigrant bashing, and I do not ap-
prove of doing those kinds of inflam-
matory things, but let me say, are we
really serious about this and have
Americans thought about where this
policy would lead if we put it into ef-
fect.

In essence, what we are really
targeting with this provision is China.
People are saying that China and their
one-child policy is very oppressive and
that people who want to have more
children or people who do not like the
one-child policy, under this provision,
if it becomes law, can then make them-
selves an immediate qualifier for immi-
gration status to the United States.
Now, the real problem is, I am sure,
there are people who do sincerely feel
very repressed and there will be other
people who will find that these are
magic words that you can utter and
they you get to come to America.

Let us be perfectly honest, thank
goodness this is still a wonderful coun-
try where everybody wants to come. So

we are talking about a country that
has a population of a billion two, a bil-
lion two.

Over the Easter break, I happened to
be in China. I was there with the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary talking about
the intellectual property issues, be-
cause, as you know, China has been rip-
ping off many of our very important
assets, such as movies, such as CD’s,
and so forth. They signed an agreement
on intellectual property, and we were
there to test the enforcement and see
what was happening.

But in being there, one of the things
that transpired was I got to talk to
many of our folks over there and many
people on the ground, and they were
very concerned about this policy that
we are going to vote on this week.
They were saying they were seeing any
number of people getting ready to
apply for this new immigration status
should it appear, that large families
were coming in and saying, because
they had had a large family, they felt
discriminated against in their village.
Single people were coming in saying
they might want a large family, just
the very fact that that family, that
one-child policy was in effect was
there, they might want to come in. All
of these people were lining up and be-
ginning to line up, and the rumble was
going on to come line up soon if this
passed and this is how you get to come
to America.

We remember just a few years ago
when many Chinese came here on boats
illegally because they wanted to come
so desperately.

I as an American, and I am sure
every other American is terribly flat-
tered that people want to come to this
country, but I think Americans who
are here wonder how many can we let
in reasonably and keep America at the
same standard.

I hope all of us take this very seri-
ously when it comes to the floor, think
about the unintended consequences and
salute the Supreme Court who today
said maybe some of us here with gray
heads should remain to keep talking
about these issues and make sure we do
not get off the road.

f

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland [Mr. HOYER] is
recognized for 60 minutes.

[Mr. HOYER addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.]

f

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess, subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 20
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess subject to the call of the Chair.

b 1600

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore [Mr. SOLOMON] at 4 o’clock
p.m.

f

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PROVID-
ING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1561, AMERICAN OVERSEAS
INTERESTS ACT OF 1995

Mr. GOSS, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 104–129) on the resolution (H.
Res. 155) providing for consideration of
the bill (H.R. 1561) to consolidate the
foreign affairs agencies of the United
States; to authorize appropriations for
the Department of State and related
agencies for fiscal years 1996 and 1997;
to responsibly reduce the authoriza-
tions of appropriations for United
States foreign assistance programs for
fiscal years 1996 and 1997, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

f

AMMONIUM NITRATE FERTILIZER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of May
12, 1995, the gentleman from Louisiana
[Mr. TAUZIN] is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority
leader.

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I take
this special order this afternoon to re-
port to you and to the American public
on a hearing that was just completed
by the Commerce Subcommittee of the
Committee on Commerce, a hearing de-
signed to explore the possibility that
may have existed as long as 25 years or
more ago to render ammonium nitrate
fertilizer insensitive to its use as a
bomb material in America.

I hold in my hand a patent that was
issued by the U.S. Patent Office on
January 20, 1968, a patent developed by
Mr. Sam Porter in Arlington, VA, here,
that literally details how a simple ad-
dition of diammonium phosphate to
ammonium nitrate fertilizer in the
manufacturing process could, in fact,
desensitive the product so that it can-
not be turned into a bomb, much like
the bomb which may have been used to
detonate the Murrah Building in Okla-
homa City.

My interest in this subject matter
goes back a long time. It was in 1970
that a Mr. Bob Colbert of Kansas was
in Louisiana, building, in fact, or help-
ing in the construction of an ANFO
plant. An ANFO plant is a plant that
takes industrial grade ammonium ni-
trate and converts it into blasting ma-
terial.

He was in the State on behalf of his
company, and my father and uncle
were doing electrical work for him in
the construction of that facility. I
came to know him. As a young practic-
ing attorney in the State then many
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