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all else, as a friend. It is clear that the mul-
titude of those who have come to know and
love Jan will be worse off in her absence.
However, Mr. Speaker, I am confident that, in
spite of this profound loss, Jan’s co–workers,
family and friends can take solace in the
knowledge that each is a better person for
having known her.

But even as we mourn her passing, those
who knew and loved Jan should find peace in
the rich legacy that she has left behind in her
son, William Duckworth, her daughter, Mary
Lynn Mimouna, and her granddaughter
Wardalynn Mimouna. I know that these and
other members of her family—including her
sisters Mary Zow and Meredith Larson—will
long carry the torch of honor, compassion, in-
tegrity and goodwill that defined Jan
Duckworth’s time on this earth.
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Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I want to
congratulate the Lady Pirates Girls Softball
Team of Appling County High School in
Baxley, GA, for recently capturing the AA
State Championship title in girls softball. This
fine group of young women and their coaches
from Georgia’s 8th district deserve great rec-
ognition for their hard work and success.

The Lady Pirates have a long history of vic-
tories, having won eight region championships
under the strong leadership of Head Coach
Kathy Warren. Coach Warren began coaching
Lady Pirate Softball in 1981, and under her
leadership, the Lady Pirates have 326 wins.
Over the course of her coaching career, Kathy
Warren has been named the Georgia Athletic
Coaches Association (GACA) Coach of the
year nine times, and she was selected as the
GACA State AAA Coach of the Year in 1993.

I also want to congratulate Assistant Coach
Janice Sellers, who has coached the team for
18 years, and Assistant Coach Tonya Long,
who has coached the team for 8 years.
Coaches spend every day of their lives build-
ing character, integrity, and determination in
our young people. I want to commend Coach-
es Warren, Sellers, and Long for their commit-
ment and service.

The Lady Pirates have had numerous ac-
complishments over the years of which to be
proud. The team placed first seed in the South
Sectionals over the past 3 years. They placed
4th in the State in 1991 and 1993. They
placed 3d in the State in 1981 and 1995. And
in 1992, 1997, and 1998, the Lady Pirates
were the State Runners-up, moving on to cap-
ture the Championship this year.

These young women are not just excep-
tional athletes; they are also exceptional stu-
dents. During the first 6 weeks grading period
of the 1999–2000 school year, 14 of the Lady
Pirate Softball Team members were listed on
the school’s honor roll for academic achieve-
ment. Not only have they demonstrated hard

work on the field, but they have proven to be
hard workers in the classroom as well, dem-
onstrating the ability to take on many achieve-
ments at once.

I want to take this time to recognize the
Lady Pirates individually. The 1999 players
are seniors: Lindsey Baxley, Sarah Carter,
Jana Lamb, Bridgett Lasseter, Contessa
Smith, Sarah Warren, Alissa Winn, Samantha
Wright. Juniors: Candace Carter, Hanna
Glenn, Amy Johnson, Ashley Winn. Sopho-
mores: Cookie Alderman, Vicki Edenfield, Bil-
lie Jean Gibson, Alisha Tillman, Jodi Whitty,
Lindsey Worthington. Freshmen: Carmen
Chauncey, Tiffany Griffis, Sheena Hayes,
Shafia Kent, Jessica Lindsey, Kylee Reese,
and Candyce Sellers. This is an outstanding
group of athletes.

Mr. Speaker, victory cannot be achieved
without the hard work, talent, and persever-
ance of every single athlete and the strong
leadership and direction of the coaches. This
team knows that, as their team motto is ‘‘Be
The Team.’’ They truly are a team to be proud
of, and it is an honor for me to represent
Appling County, GA, in the People’s House. I
look forward to many more victories from the
Lady Pirates in the years to come.
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Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, due to the
birth of my daughter Casey Elizabeth Hulshof,
I was not present for rollcall votes 550 through
564. Had I been present, I would have voted
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 550, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall
vote 551, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 552, ‘‘yea’’ on
rollcall vote 553, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 554,
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 555, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall
vote 556, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 557, ‘‘nay’’ on
rollcall vote 558, ‘‘no’’ on rollcall vote 559,
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 560, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall
vote 561, ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 562 and ‘‘yea’’
on rollcall vote 563.
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Mrs. EMERSON. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
November 13, 1999, Keith Gibson is being
honored by the Sikeston, MO ‘‘Daughters of
Sunset’’ at their 15th Annual Recognition Pro-
gram. I would like to extend my congratula-
tions to Keith who is being recognized on this
day for his community involvement.

Keith was born in Chicago, IL. He is the son
of Samuel and Annette Gibson of Sikeston,
MO and Barbara and Gerald Nathan of St.
Louis, MO. He is the 1974 graduate of McKin-
ley High School in St. Louis, MO. On Thanks-
giving Day in 1986, Keith moved to Sikeston,

MO. He is the father of two sons, Keith Jr. and
Tevin, and he has been employed with
Sikeston Public Schools as a bus driver since
February 1990.

One day, Keith had an idea to have a sim-
ple picnic for his boys and their friends. His
idea became so popular that it became an an-
nual event which is now called ‘‘Gibson’s Day
in the Park.’’ In 1994, Keith started with a pic-
nic for 15 to 20 kids. Over the years, as many
as 135 kids take part in the ‘‘Gibson Day in
the Park’’—and Keith expects more kids to
participate next year. Keith asks the ‘‘Gibson
Day’’ participants to bring hot dogs, juice,
cookies and/or chips depending on the size of
the family. Most large families spend about
$5.00 on the event.

In the past years, different local businesses
have helped by donating items for ‘‘Gibson
Day in the Park.’’ Keith offers special thanks
to Bunny Bread, McDonald’s Restaurant, and
Sikeston Public Schools for their contributions.
The city of Sikeston, MO allows Keith to use
their vans, and several parents help out with
the activities.

Keith says that he loves kids, and that they
give him the strength to go on. Keith’s plans
for the future include starting a day care cen-
ter and bringing kids camping and to the zoo.
People have asked Keith how he does it. He
tells them. ‘‘Just look at the kids’ faces when
they’re happy, and you tell me why I do it.’’ In
fact, Keith often says that he’s just a big kid
himself. Keith believes that the ‘‘Gibson Day in
the Park’’ picnic shows kids that we can get
along together. The day helps kids develop or-
ganization skills and a sense of responsibility.
And the fact of knowing that someone out
there cares about them other than their par-
ents, makes the kids feel good.

Congratulations, Keith, on your recognition
by the ‘‘Daughters of Sunset.’’ Your dedication
to the children of Sikeston, MO is both inspir-
ing and heartwarming. May many more kids
have the opportunity to benefit from you, your
‘‘Gibson’s Day in the Park,’’ and your future
hope and plans for their future.
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor one of the Nation’s last surviving World
War I veterans, Mr. George William Deckard,
a 102-year-old native of Macon County, TN.

Mr. Deckard fought heroically on the battle-
fields of France as a member of the U.S.
Army during a horrible war. His actions earned
him honorary membership in the American So-
ciety of the French Legion of Honor. He was
also presented France’s prestigious Order of
the Legion of Honor for his role in helping
France defeat its enemies.

As our country prepares to celebrate Vet-
erans Day, I would like to congratulate Mr.
Deckard for his military service and for a job
well done. Mr. Deckard and other veterans
certainly have the undying gratitude of the
United States of America.
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