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285, a bill to amend title II of the So-
cial Security Act to restore the link 
between the maximum amount of earn-
ings by blind individuals permitted 
without demonstrating ability to en-
gage in substantial gainful activity and 
the exempt amount permitted in deter-
mining excess earnings under the earn-
ings test. 

S. 486

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. MOYNIHAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 486, a bill to provide for the 
punishment of methoamphetamine lab-
oratory operators, provide additional 
resources to combat methamphetamine 
production, trafficking, and abuse in 
the United States, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 709

At the request of Mr. DASCHLE, the 
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. JOHNSON) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 709, a bill to amend the 
Housing and Community Development 
Act of 1974 to establish and sustain via-
ble rural and remote communities, and 
to provide affordable housing and com-
munity development assistance to 
rural areas with excessively high rates 
of outmigration and low per capita in-
come levels. 

S. 758

At the request of Mr. ASHCROFT, the 
names of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. ENZI) and the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. NICKLES) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 758, a bill to establish 
legal standards and procedures for the 
fair, prompt, inexpensive, and efficient 
resolution of personal injury claims 
arising out of asbestos exposure, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 791

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
BENNETT) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 791, a bill to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act with respect to the women’s 
business center program. 

S. 909

At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
909, a bill to provide for the review and 
classification of physician assistant po-
sitions in the Federal Government, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 914

At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 914, a bill to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to require 
that discharges from combined storm 
and sanitary sewers conform to the 
Combined Sewer Overflow Control Pol-
icy of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, and for other purposes. 

S. 1028

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. ROBB) and the Senator from North 

Dakota (Mr. DORGAN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1028, a bill to simplify 
and expedite access to the Federal 
courts for injured parties whose rights 
and privileges, secured by the United 
States Constitution, have been de-
prived by final actions of Federal agen-
cies, or other government officials or 
entities acting under color of State 
law, and for other purposes. 

S. 1053

At the request of Mr. BOND, the 
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) and the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) were added as cosponsors 
of S. 1053, a bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to incorporate certain provisions 
of the transportation conformity regu-
lations, as in effect on March 1, 1999. 

S. 1133

At the request of Mr. GRAMS, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. THURMOND), the Senator from 
Nebraska (Mr. KERREY), and the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. BROWNBACK)
were added as cosponsors of S. 1133, a 
bill to amend the Poultry Products In-
spection Act to cover birds of the order 
Ratitae that are raised for use as 
human food. 

S. 1155

At the request of Mr. ROBERTS, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
COVERDELL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1155, a bill to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to pro-
vide for uniform food safety warning 
notification requirements, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1159

At the request of Mr. STEVENS, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1159, a bill to provide grants 
and contracts to local educational 
agencies to initiate, expand, and im-
prove physical education programs for 
all kindergarten through 12th grade 
students.

S. 1187

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1187, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the bicen-
tennial of the Lewis and Clark Expedi-
tion, and for other purposes. 

S. 1277

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. MOYNIHAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1277, a bill to amend title XIX 
of the Social Security Act to establish 
a new prospective payment system for 
Federally-qualified health centers and 
rural health clinics. 

S. 1368

At the request of Mr. TORRICELLI, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. BOXER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1368, a bill to amend the Forest 
and Rangeland Renewable Resources 
Planning Act of 1974 and related laws 

to strengthen the protection of native 
biodiversity and ban clearcutting on 
Federal land, and to designate certain 
Federal land as ancient forests, 
roadless areas, watershed protection 
areas, special areas, and Federal 
boundary areas where logging and 
other intrusive activities are prohib-
ited.

S. 1455

At the request of Mr. ABRAHAM, the 
name of the Senator from Nebraska 
(Mr. HAGEL) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1455, a bill to enhance protections 
against fraud in the offering of finan-
cial assistance for college education, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 1488

At the request of Mr. GORTON, the 
name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
ROBB) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1488, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for rec-
ommendations of the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services regarding 
the placement of automatic external 
defibrillators in Federal buildings in 
order to improve survival rates of indi-
viduals who experience cardiac arrest 
in such buildings, and to establish pro-
tections from civil liability arising 
from the emergency use of the devices. 

S. 1544

At the request of Mr. ALLARD, the 
name of the Senator from New Mexico 
(Mr. BINGAMAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1544, a bill to authorize the 
Bureau of Reclamation to provide cost 
sharing for the endangered fish recov-
ery implementation programs for the 
Upper Colorado and San Juan River 
Basins.

S. 1623

At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1623, a bill to select a Na-
tional Health Museum site. 

S. 1652

At the request of Mr. CHAFEE, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
VOINOVICH) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 1652, a bill to designate the Old Ex-
ecutive Office Building located at 17th 
Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 
in Washington, District of Columbia, as 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive 
Office Building. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 118

At the request of Mr. REID, the 
names of the Senator from Virginia 
(Mr. ROBB), the Senator from Indiana 
(Mr. BAYH), and the Senator from Illi-
nois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of Senate Resolution 118, A 
resolution designating December 12, 
1999, as ‘‘National Children’s Memorial 
Day.’’

SENATE RESOLUTION 179

At the request of Mr. BIDEN, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. HOLLINGS), the Senator from 
Texas (Mr. GRAMM), the Senator from 
West Virginia (Mr. BYRD), and the Sen-
ator from Indiana (Mr. BAYH) were 
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added as cosponsors of Senate Resolu-
tion 179, A resolution designating Octo-
ber 15, 1999, as ‘‘National Mammog-
raphy Day.’’

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 57—CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION CONCERNING THE EMANCI-
PATION OF THE IRANIAN BAHA’I 
COMMUNITY

Mr. LIEBERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. BAUCUS, Mr. 
KERRY, Mr. SARBANES, Mr. BROWNBACK,
Mr. HATCH, Mr. REID, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. 
DODD, and Mr. SESSIONS) submitted the 
following concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on For-
eign Relations: 

S. CON. RES. 57

Whereas in 1982, 1984, 1988, 1990, 1992, 1994, 
and 1996, Congress, by concurrent resolution, 
declared that it holds the Government of 
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of 
all its nationals, including members of the 
Baha’i Faith, Iran’s largest religious minor-
ity;

Whereas Congress has deplored the Govern-
ment of Iran’s religious persecution of the 
Baha’i community in such resolutions and in 
numerous other appeals, and has condemned 
Iran’s execution of more than 200 Baha’is and 
the imprisonment of thousands of others 
solely on account of their religious beliefs; 

Whereas in July 1998 a Baha’i, Mr. 
Ruhollah Rowhani, was executed by hanging 
in Mashhad after being held in solitary con-
finement for 9 months on the charge of con-
verting a Muslim woman to the Baha’i 
Faith, a charge the woman herself refuted; 

Whereas 4 Baha’is remain on death row in 
Iran, 2 on charges on apostasy, and 12 others 
are serving prison terms on charges arising 
solely from their religious beliefs or activi-
ties;

Whereas the Government of Iran continues 
to deny individual Baha’is access to higher 
education and government employment and 
denies recognition and religious rights to the 
Baha’i community, according to the policy 
set forth in a confidential Iranian Govern-
ment document which was revealed by the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights in 1993; 

Whereas Baha’is have been banned from 
teaching and studying at Iranian univer-
sities since the Islamic Revolution and 
therefore created the Baha’i Institute of 
Higher Education, or Baha’i Open Univer-
sity, to provide educational opportunities to 
Baha’i youth using volunteer faculty and a 
network of classrooms, libraries, and labora-
tories in private homes and buildings 
throughout Iran; 

Whereas in September and October 1998, 
Iranian authorities arrested 36 faculty mem-
bers of the Open University, 4 of whom have 
been given prison sentences ranging between 
3 to 10 years, even though the law makes no 
mention of religious instruction within one’s 
own religious community as being an illegal 
activity;

Whereas Iranian intelligence officers 
looted classroom equipment, textbooks, 
computers, and other personal property from 
532 Baha’i homes in an attempt to close 
down the Open University; 

Whereas all Baha’i community properties 
in Iran have been confiscated by the govern-
ment, and Iranian Baha’is are not permitted 
to elect their leaders, organize as a commu-

nity, operate religious schools, or conduct 
other religious community activities guar-
anteed by the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights; 

Whereas on February 22, 1993, the United 
Nations Commission on Human Rights pub-
lished a formerly confidential Iranian gov-
ernment document that constitutes a blue-
print for the destruction of the Baha’i com-
munity and reveals that these repressive ac-
tions are the result of a deliberate policy de-
signed and approved by the highest officials 
of the Government of Iran; and 

Whereas in 1998 the United Nations Special 
Representative for Human Rights, Maurice 
Copithorne, was denied entry into Iran: Now, 
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) continues to hold the Government of 
Iran responsible for upholding the rights of 
all its nationals, including members of the 
Baha’i community, in a manner consistent 
with Iran’s obligations under the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and other 
international agreements guaranteeing the 
civil and political rights of its citizens; 

(2) condemns the repressive anti-Baha’i 
policies and actions of the Government of 
Iran, including the denial of legal recogni-
tion to the Baha’i community and the basic 
rights to organize, elect its leaders, educate 
its youth, and conduct the normal activities 
of a law-abiding religious community; 

(3) expresses concern that individual Ba-
ha’is continue to suffer from severely repres-
sive and discriminatory government actions, 
including executions and death sentences, 
solely on account of their religion; 

(4) urges the Government of Iran to permit 
Baha’i students to attend Iranian univer-
sities and Baha’i faculty to teach at Iranian 
universities, to return the property con-
fiscated from the Baha’i Open University, to 
free the imprisoned faculty members of the 
Open University, and to permit the Open 
University to continue to function; 

(5) urges the Government of Iran to imple-
ment fully the conclusions and recommenda-
tions on the emancipation of the Iranian 
Baha’i community made by the United Na-
tions Special Rapporteur on Religious Intol-
erance, Professor Abdelfattah Amor, in his 
report of March 1996 to the United Nations 
Commission of Human Rights; 

(6) urges the Government of Iran to extend 
to the Baha’i community the rights guaran-
teed by the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and the international covenants of 
human rights, including the freedom of 
thought, conscience, and religion, and equal 
protection of the law; and 

(7) calls upon the President to continue—
(A) to assert the United States Govern-

ment’s concern regarding Iran’s violations of 
the rights of its citizens, including members 
of the Baha’i community, along with expres-
sions of its concern regarding the Iranian 
Government’s support for international ter-
rorism and its efforts to acquire weapons of 
mass destruction; 

(B) to emphasize that the United States re-
gards the human rights practices of the Gov-
ernment of Iran, particularly its treatment 
of the Baha’i community and other religious 
minorities, as a significant factor in the de-
velopment of the United States Govern-
ment’s relations with the Government of 
Iran;

(C) to emphasize the need for the United 
Nations Special Representative for Human 
Rights to be granted permission to enter 
Iran;

(D) to urge the Government of Iran to 
emancipate the Baha’i community by grant-

ing those rights guaranteed by the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and the inter-
national covenants on human rights; and 

(E) to encourage other governments to 
continue to appeal to the Government of 
Iran, and to cooperate with other govern-
ments and international organizations, in-
cluding the United Nations and its agencies, 
in efforts to protect the religious rights of 
the Baha’is and other minorities through 
joint appeals to the Government of Iran and 
through other appropriate actions.

∑ Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, it 
is with a heavy heart that my es-
teemed colleagues and I bring to the 
Senate’s attention for the eighth time 
in 18 years the plight of Iran’s Baha’is 
by submitting today the Baha’i Resolu-
tion of 1999. 

Since the 1997 election of President 
Mohammad Khatami, the world has 
watched Iran with great anticipation of 
change. Indeed, under Khatami, Iran 
has witnessed some small, incremental 
steps toward democratization, trans-
parency, and an attempt to assert the 
rule of law. As recent demonstrations 
at Tehran University have shown, the 
Iranian people are eager for reform, the 
kinds of changes that would allow Iran 
to become a member in good standing 
of the international community. 

The Iranian people have suffered 
much in the last 20 years. A regime 
desperate to maintain control at all 
costs has executed hundreds of thou-
sands of Iranians of all religious and 
political backgrounds. Iran’s economy 
is in shambles, many of its best and 
brightest have fled, and the govern-
ment’s pursuit of policies supporting 
terrorism and the development of 
weapons of mass destruction have 
made Iran a pariah state in the inter-
national community. It is good to re-
member, as we focus on the plight of 
specific groups in Iran, that all of 
Iran’s citizens, Shi’a, Sunni, Zoro-
astrian, Jewish, Christian, and Baha’i, 
have been victimized by the Iranian re-
gime.

However, today we focus on the group 
that, man for man and woman for 
woman, has fared the worst under 
Iran’s revolutionary government—the 
Baha’is.

Since the Islamic Revolution and 
consequent seizure of power by the 
Ayatollah Khomeni, the Baha’is have 
endured tremendous hardships that 
continue to this day. Large numbers 
have been killed and many other have 
disappeared and are presumed dead. 
Unlike other religious minorities in 
Iran such as Christians, Jews and 
Zoroastrians, the Baha’is are not rec-
ognized in the Iranian Constitution and 
subsequently do not enjoy the rights, 
minimal though they may be, normally 
granted Iranian citizens. 
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