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of the following Member on the part of 
the House to the Social Security Advi-
sory Board for a 6-year term: 

Ms. Martha Keys of Virginia. 
There was no objection. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2910, NATIONAL TRANS-
PORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
AMENDMENTS ACT OF 1999 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 312 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 312 
Resolved, That at any time after the adop-

tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2910) to amend 
title 49, United States Code, to authorize ap-
propriations for the National Transportation 
Safety Board for fiscal years 2000, 2001, and 
2002, and for other purposes. The first read-
ing of the bill shall be dispensed with. Gen-
eral debate shall be confined to the bill and 
shall not exceed one hour equally divided 
and controlled by the chairman and ranking 
minority member of the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure now printed in the bill, modified 
by the amendment printed in the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution. Each section of that amendment 
in the nature of a substitute shall be consid-
ered as read. During consideration of the bill 
for amendment, the Chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may accord priority in 
recognition on the basis of whether the 
Member offering an amendment has caused 
it to be printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for the purpose 
in clause 8 of rule XVIII. Amendments so 
printed shall be considered as read. The 
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
may: (1) postpone until a time during further 
consideration in the Committee of the Whole 
a request for a recorded vote on any amend-
ment; and (2) reduce to five minutes the min-
imum time for electronic voting on any post-
poned question that follows another elec-
tronic vote without intervening business, 
provided that the minimum time for elec-
tronic voting on the first in any series of 
questions shall be 15 minutes. At the conclu-
sion of consideration of the bill for amend-
ment the Committee shall rise and report 
the bill to the House with such amendments 
as may have been adopted. Any Member may 
demand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. DIAZ-
BALART) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purposes of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the distin-
guished gentlewoman from New York 
(Ms. SLAUGHTER); pending which I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 
During consideration of this resolu-
tion, all time yielded is for purposes of 
debate only. 

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 312 is 
an open rule, and I am proud to be part 
of the Committee on Rules under the 
leadership of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Chairman DREIER) who is pur-
suing and succeeding in a policy of 
bringing forward an almost unprece-
dented percentage of open rules. 
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This one provides for the consider-
ation of H.R. 2910, the National Trans-
portation Safety Board, NTSB, Amend-
ments Act of 1999. The purpose of the 
legislation is to reauthorize the NTSB 
for fiscal years 2000, 2001 and 2002. 

House Resolution 312 provides for 1 
hour of general debate to be equally di-
vided between the chairman and the 
ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

The rule also makes in order the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure amendment in the nature 
of a substitute as an original bill for 
the purpose of amendment, modified by 
the amendment printed in the Com-
mittee on Rules report accompanying 
the resolution. The bill will be open for 
amendment by section. 

Further, the Chair is authorized to 
grant priority recognition to Members 
who have preprinted their amendments 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD, if other-
wise consistent with House rules. 

In addition, the rule allows for the 
Chairman of the Committee of the 
Whole to postpone votes during consid-
eration of the bill, and to reduce votes 
to 5 minutes on a postponed question, 
if a vote follows a 15-minute vote. 

Finally, the rule provides for one mo-
tion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

Mr. Speaker, the NTSB, which was 
last authorized in 1996, is an inde-
pendent agency that is charged with 
determining the probable causes of 
transportation accidents and with pro-
moting transportation safety. 

Many of my distinguished colleagues 
will recall the NTSB’s involvement in 
the investigation of the tragic ValuJet 
crash in the Everglades and the TWA 
Flight 800 tragedy. 

And in addition to investigating 
aviation, marine and major highway 
accidents, the NTSB conducts safety 
studies, evaluates the effectiveness of 
other government agencies’ programs 
for prevention of transportation acci-
dents, and coordinates all Federal as-
sistance for families of victims of cata-
strophic accidents. It is truly an im-

portant, a fundamental, and indispen-
sable Federal agency. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this Resolution 312, 
this rule, is a fair rule. It is a com-
pletely open rule and permits any 
Member of the body to bring forth any 
germane amendment, and I certainly 
would urge its adoption. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
DIAZ-BALART) for yielding me this 
time, and I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I support the rule and 
the underlying bill, H.R. 2910, the Na-
tional Transportation Safety Board 
Amendments Act of 1999. 

This is an open rule, providing for 1 
hour of debate equally divided between 
the chair and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. We thank 
the members of the committee who 
bring this bill before us this morning 
for their very important work. 

The bill authorizes the National 
Transportation Safety Board at slight-
ly increased levels for the next three 
fiscal years, increases which are nec-
essary for the NTSB to continue its im-
portant work. 

This is a Nation on the move. Wheth-
er in the skies, on the ground, or across 
our waterways, the lifeblood of our 
economy pulses through our transpor-
tation system. That same system helps 
people bridge the miles which separate 
friends and family. 

But, tragically, accidents which 
claim lives and threaten public safety 
are a part of that equation. The NTSB 
has, since 1974, worked diligently to 
analyze and investigate the causes of 
such tragedies, and that knowledge 
which has been gained and applied has 
helped us to make travel for business 
and for pleasure more safe. 

When the question is public safety, 
there is no room for complacency, 
which is why this bill is so important. 
This bill was forwarded to the House by 
a voice vote, and no opposition to its 
consideration has been noticed on ei-
ther side of the aisle. Therefore, I am 
pleased to support the rule and the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I have no further re-
quests for time, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I move the previous question on the 
resolution.

The previous question was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

BARRETT of Nebraska). The question is 
on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I 
object to the vote on the ground that a 
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