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When a question is divided, after the question 
on the 1st member, the 2d is open 
to debate and amendment; because 
it is a known rule that a person 

may rise and speak at any time before the ques-
tion has been completely decided, by putting the 
negative as well as the affirmative side. But the 
question is not completely put when the vote has 
been taken on the first member only. One-half 
the question, both affirmative and negative, re-
mains still to be put. See Execut. Jour., June 25, 
1795. The same decision by President Adams.

Where a division of the question is demanded on a portion of an amend-
ment, the Chair puts the question first on the remaining portions of the 
amendment, and that portion on which the division is demanded remains 
open for further debate and amendment (Oct. 21, 1981, p. 24785). However, 
where neither portion of a divided question remains open to further debate 
or amendment, the question may be put first on the portion identified 
by the demand for division and then on the remainder (June 8, 1995, p. 
15302). 

SEC. XXXVII—COEXISTING QUESTIONS 

It may be asked whether the House can be in 
possession of two motions or propo-
sitions at the same time? so that, 
one of them being decided, the 

other goes to question without being moved 
anew? The answer must be special. When a 
question is interrupted by a vote of adjourn-
ment, it is thereby removed from before the 
House, and does not stand ipso facto before them 
at their next meeting, but must come forward in 
the usual way. So, when it is interrupted by the 
order of the day. Such other privileged questions 
also as dispose of the main question (e.g., the 
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principles as to 
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question as related to 
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previous question, postponement, or commit-
ment), remove it from before the House. But it 
is only suspended by a motion to amend, to 
withdraw, to read papers, or by a question of 
order or privilege, and stands again before the 
House when these are decided. None but the 
class of privileged questions can be brought for-
ward while there is another question before the 
House, the rule being that when a motion has 
been made and seconded, no other can be re-
ceived except it be a privileged one.

The principles of this provision must, of course, be viewed in the light 
of a more highly perfected order of business than existed in Jefferson’s 
time (rule XIV). The motion to withdraw is not known in the practice of 
the House, not being among the motions enumerated in clause 4 of rule 
XVI, but a motion before the House may be withdrawn by the mover thereof 
before a decision is reached (clause 2 of rule XVI). 

SEC. XXXVIII—EQUIVALENT QUESTIONS 

If, on a question for rejection, a bill be re-
tained, it passes, of course, to its 
next reading. Hakew., 141; Scob., 
42. And a question for a second 

reading, determined negatively, is a rejection 
without further question. 4 Grey, 149. And see 
Elsynge’s Memor., 42, in what case questions are 
to be taken for rejection.

The House has abandoned the question ‘‘Shall the bill be rejected?’’ (IV, 
3391), and the question is now taken in accordance with clause 8 of rule 
XVI. A vote is not taken on the second reading, the first test coming in 
the modern practice of the House on the engrossment and third reading.

Where questions are perfectly equivalent, so 
that the negative of the one 
amounts to the affirmative of the 

other, and leaves no other alternative, the deci-

§ 485. Equivalent 
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