
1046

June 30 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Message to the Congress on the Generalized System of Preferences
June 30, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)

offers duty-free treatment to specified products
that are imported from designated beneficiary
developing countries. The GSP is authorized by
title V of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended.

I have determined, based on a consideration
of the eligibility criteria in title V, that Gabon
and Mongolia should be added to the list of
beneficiary developing countries under the GSP.

I have also determined that the suspension
of preferential treatment for Mauritania as a
beneficiary developing country under the GSP,
as reported in my letters to the Speaker of the
House and President of the Senate of June 25,
1993, should be ended. I had determined to
suspend Mauritania from the GSP because Mau-
ritania had not taken or was not taking steps
to afford internationally recognized worker

rights. I have determined that circumstances in
Mauritania have changed and that, based on a
consideration of the eligibility criteria in title
V, preferential treatment under the GSP for
Mauritania as a least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping country should be restored.

This message is submitted in accordance with
the requirements of title V of the Trade Act
of 1974.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
June 30, 1999.

NOTE:An original was not available for verification
of the content of this message. The related procla-
mation of June 30 is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in Chicago
June 30, 1999

Thank you very much. First, let me thank
the leaders of the Democratic National Com-
mittee who are here, Joe Andrew and Beth
Dozoretz, and say to our former chairman and
my 1992 campaign manager, David Wilhelm,
and Deegee, I’m glad to see you and all my
other friends and many of you who were for-
merly associated with our administration.

I want to thank Lew and Susan and Lou
and Ruth Weisbach and Fred Eychaner for their
work on this dinner tonight. This has been kind
of an emotional day for me. I—Bruce and I
and Hillary, we did drag in here one night about
7 years ago, and you know, I thought—I was
totally out of gas when I got here, and I had
virtually forgotten why I was even thinking of
running for President; I just wanted to go to
bed. And then I came in here, and I got all
pumped up. I saw all this art that I didn’t know
anything about, and it certainly was interesting.
[Laughter] And I sort of began to get educated.
And then I went into the library and went nuts
over the books, and I certainly approved of their

reading tastes. And then we got to talking about
health care and first one thing and then another,
and before you know it, we were sort of off
and going and forming a friendship that has
stood the test of 7 years’ time. And I’m very
grateful that you had us back tonight, and I
thank you.

I want to thank all of the rest of you for
being here, and I want to thank Chicago for
being so wonderful to Hillary and to me and
to Al and Tipper Gore, for giving us—for me,
I basically won the Democratic nomination on
Saint Patrick’s Day in 1992. And I must say,
I learned a lot from my friend Al Gore, who
did well on Super Tuesday and then had dif-
ficulty going after that in 1998, so I later told
him when I asked him to join the ticket, I
said, ‘‘Now, don’t ever forget what I learned
from your campaign.’’ I spent enormous
amounts of time in Illinois and Michigan. Of
course, it helped that roughly 30 percent of
the primary voters in both States were born
in Arkansas and couldn’t make a living there
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