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In 1998, for the first time since 1822, the
party of the President in the sixth year of his
Presidency gained seats in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Now, I believe with all my heart
it was because our party went out there with
a simple message. They said, ‘‘Our concern is
you; our commitment is to your future and your
children. Vote for us, and we will save Social
Security first, before we squander this surplus.
Vote for us, and we will modernize those thou-
sands of schools. Vote for us, and we will pass
that Patients’ Bill of Rights. Vote for us, and
we’ll get interest rates down, pay the debt down,
keep this economy going. We have an agenda.
And it’s an agenda that will deal with the long-
term problems as well as the short-term prob-
lems of America.’’

That’s what the Democratic Party represents
now: opportunity for all, responsibility from all,
a community of all Americans. We no longer
have a country, as I said 7 years ago, where
I worry about me, you worry about you, they
worry about them. I didn’t want that then, and
I don’t see that today. We know—we know—
we are all in this together. We know that we’ll
all do better if we do the responsible thing,
if all our neighbors have opportunities and if
we live together as citizens in one community.

You have all helped to make that the new
reality of 21st century America. I want you to
be proud of it but not to rest on it. Help your
Governor. Help your legislators. Realize the
dreams of your children. Don’t run away from
the work of governing. Stay with the real things
that real people care about and the politics will
take care of themselves.

Thank you, God bless you, and on to tomor-
row. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:23 p.m. at the
Armory. In his remarks, he referred to Gov.
Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire and her hus-
band, Bill; Jeff Woodburn, State chair, and Sophia
Collier, State finance chair, New Hampshire State
Democratic Party; J. Joseph GrandMaison, Direc-
tor, Trade and Development Agency; Stephanie
Powers, Director, School-to-Work Initiative, De-
partment of Education; Patricia McMahon, Direc-
tor, Community Outreach and Liaison, Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Administration; Ed-
ward E. (Terry) Shumaker III, Ambassador to
Trinidad and Tobago; George C. Bruno, former
U.S. Ambassador to Belize; Richard N. Swett,
Ambassador to Denmark; political consultant Mi-
chael Whouley; and Mayor Patricia T. Russell of
Keene, NH, and her husband, State Representa-
tive Ronald G. Russell.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jacques Chirac of France and
an Exchange With Reporters
February 19, 1999

President Clinton. Is everyone in?
Q. Yes, sir.
President Clinton. As you know, we’re going

to have a press conference at the conclusion
of our meetings. But I just wanted to take this
opportunity to welcome President Chirac and
the members of his delegation back to the
White House. We have had a good working
relationship and a warm personal friendship. I’m
delighted to see him.

We have a lot of important things to discuss,
especially the situation in Kosovo, but also the
work we’ve been doing on the international fi-
nancial matters and many other things. And we’ll
be able to discuss them later at the press con-
ference.

But mostly, I just want to welcome him here
and give him the chance to make a few remarks,
if you would like.

President Chirac. I want to say how happy
I am to be with you here and with President
Clinton, my good friend.

We’re going to have a very interesting day’s
work together. We’ll, of course, first be talking
about Kosovo and also a number of other impor-
tant questions, like the international financial
monetary situation in preparation of the NATO
summit and a number of other subjects.

And I want to thank President Clinton for
his welcome.
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Kosovo
Q. President Chirac, do you think that there

will be a settlement, a peaceful settlement in
Kosovo or military action? Do you think that
both sides will make an accord by noon tomor-
row?

President Chirac. I hope with all my heart
that both sides would understand that their in-
tention is to find an agreement, because the
side which would not understand that would
then have to bear the consequences. And those
consequences would be serious for them but
also for their country and their people—as the
time for peace has come, and every side must
make this effort to make peace possible. And

we are determined, really determined and firm
on this.

Q. President Clinton, does Mr. Milosevic de-
serve more time and, if not, sir, why not?

President Clinton. We’ll answer all the other
questions at the press conference.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:05 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A journalist re-
ferred to President Slobodan Milosevic of the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Mon-
tenegro). President Chirac spoke in French, and
his remarks were translated by an interpreter. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference With President Jacques Chirac of France
February 19, 1999

President Clinton. Please sit down. Good
afternoon. President Chirac and I, as always,
have had a very good meeting. We had a lot
to discuss, and we have a lot to do together.

Most importantly, today we are working to-
gether to end the fighting in Kosovo and to
help the people there obtain the autonomy and
self-government they deserve. We now call on
both sides to make the tough decisions that are
necessary to stop the conflict immediately, be-
fore more people are killed and the war spreads.

The talks going on outside Paris are set to
end on Saturday. The Kosovo Albanians have
shown courage in moving forward the peace ac-
cord that we, our NATO Allies, and Russia have
proposed. Serbia’s leaders now have a choice
to make: They can join an agreement that meets
their legitimate concerns and gives them a
chance to show that an autonomous Kosovo can
thrive as part of their country, or they can stone-
wall. But if they do that, they will be held ac-
countable.

If there is an effective peace agreement,
NATO stands ready to help implement it. We
also stand united in our determination to use
force if Serbia fails to meet its previous commit-
ment to withdraw forces from Kosovo and if
it fails to accept the peace agreement. I have
ordered our aircraft to be ready, to act as part
of a NATO operation, and I will continue to

consult very closely with Congress in the days
ahead.

The challenge in Kosovo and the one we have
addressed in Bosnia underscore the central role
NATO plays in promoting peace and stability
in Europe. Today the President and I discussed
the 50th anniversary summit, which will be held
here in Washington in April, to admit Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech Republic as new mem-
bers, and to set NATO’s course for the new
century.

The conflicts in the Balkans also highlight the
need to strengthen stability across southeast Eu-
rope. The United States and France are pleased
to announce today that we will pursue a new
initiative we hope other allies will join, to in-
crease cooperation with southeast Europe’s
emerging democracies on security matters, to
coordinate security assistance to them from
NATO countries, to promote regional coopera-
tion and economic development.

The President and I also discussed our com-
mon efforts to reform the global financial system
and to support economic recovery in countries
that have been so hard hit. Last fall, working
with other G–7 nations and key emerging econo-
mies, we set out a comprehensive agenda: mak-
ing financial systems more open and resilient,
improving international cooperation on financial
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