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North/South implementation bodies, a North/
South Ministerial council, a British-Irish Council
and a British-Irish Intergovernmental Con-
ference. With these treaties, arrangements have
been finalized for institutions which will provide
for a new level of cooperation and partnership.
This will bring real, practical benefits to every-
one concerned.

Implementation of the provisions of the
Agreement, ensuring that the future is based
on full respect for equality and freedom from
discrimination for all, is also well advanced. The
review of the criminal justice system is well
under way, as is the work of the commission
examining the key area of policing.

The balanced constitutional accommodation
set out in the Agreement, based on consent,
is ready to become operational. The solemn
commitment that the future will be shaped by
exclusively democratic and peaceful means, pro-
vides the framework within which the new insti-
tutions can work and enjoy the confidence of
all sides.

Large numbers of prisoners have been re-
leased on both sides of the border. That is an
essential part of the Agreement, although one
that has caused undoubted pain to those who
have lost loved ones during the years of conflict.
The ceasefires remain solid. General de
Chastelain continues his vital work to achieve
progress on decommissioning.

There is much work still to be done to imple-
ment all aspects of the Agreement. But the sub-
stantial progress already achieved gives us hope
for the future.

Despite the progress, Omagh demonstrated
that the peace has not been a perfect peace.

The cruel and senseless murder of Rosemary
Nelson is a further reminder. But the response
to Omagh showed that, despite the pain, there
is deep determination in both the North and
the South that peace is the only path. We call
for an end to all the killings and punishment
beatings. Violence of the kind we have seen
again this week must not be allowed to unsettle
the peace process.

The Agreement endorsed by the people last
May must be implemented in all its aspects and
the remaining difficulties must be resolved.

We, as leaders, bear that responsibility and
that means all of us, whether we live in North-
ern Ireland, the Republic, Britain, or the United
States.

This is what the people want and we must
not fail them.

A year ago, people said it was hopeless, that
the sides were too far apart. But the people
and political parties in Northern Ireland proved
them wrong. We all persevered. People com-
promised. People showed courage.

One year on, we can meet the deadline that
has been set. More courage will be needed.
But we are nearly there.

The prize is very great indeed and it is now
in sight. We have come too far to go back now.
Let us finish the task between now and Good
Friday.

NOTE: The statement referred to Gen. John de
Chastelain, Canadian Defense Forces (Ret.),
Chair, Independent International Commission on
Decommissioning. An original was not available
for verification of the content of this joint state-
ment.

Statement Announcing a Review of Security at the Department of Energy
Weapons Labs
March 18, 1999

Today I have asked the President’s Foreign
Intelligence Advisory Board, chaired by Warren
Rudman, to undertake a review of the security
threat at the Department of Energy’s weapons
labs and the adequacy of the measures that have
been taken to address it. The Board is a bipar-
tisan, independent advisory body responsible,

among other things, for assessing the quality
and adequacy of our counterintelligence efforts.

I have asked the Board to address the nature
of the present counterintelligence security
threat, the way in which it has evolved over
the last two decades and the steps we have
taken to counter it, as well as to recommend
any additional steps that may be needed. I have
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asked the Board to deliver its completed report
to the Congress, and to the fullest extent pos-
sible consistent with our national security, to
release an unclassified version to the public.

I am determined to do all that is necessary
to protect our sensitive national security I for-
mation and to prevent its diversion to foreign

countries. Last year I signed Presidential Deci-
sion Directive 61 to strengthen security and
counterintelligence at the labs, and since 1995,
we have increased the Department of Energy’s
counterintelligence budget fifteenfold, from $2
to $31 million.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting
March 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 19(3) of the Public

Telecommunications Act of 1992 (Public Law
102–356), I transmit herewith a report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting. This report
outlines, first, the Corporation’s efforts to facili-
tate the continued development of superior, di-
verse, and innovative programming and, second,
the Corporation’s efforts to solicit the views of
the public on current programming initiatives.

This report summarizes 1997 programming
decisions and outlines how Corporation funds
were distributed—$47.9 million for television
program development, $18.8 million for radio
programming development, and $15.6 million

for general system support. The report also re-
views the Corporation’s Open to the Public cam-
paign which allows the public to submit com-
ments via mail, a 24-hour toll-free telephone
line, or the Corporation’s Internet website.

I am confident this year’s report will meet
with your approval and commend, as always,
the Corporation’s efforts to deliver consistently
high quality programming that brings together
American families and enriches all our lives.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 18, 1999.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the National
Endowment for Democracy
March 18, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by the provisions of section

504(h) of Public Law 98–164, as amended (22
U.S.C. 4413(i)), I transmit herewith the 15th

Annual Report of the National Endowment for
Democracy, which covers fiscal year 1998.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 18, 1999.
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