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I have done everything I could to fashion
a Government that could do its part to meet
those challenges. It’s the smallest Government
we’ve had since President Kennedy was here.
It has given more power to States and localities.
It works more with community groups and
churches and social programs. It does a lot of
things that need to be done badly, and I’m
sure we can do better.

But in the end, there will be these gaps, and
someone must be standing in the gap to reaffirm
our basic devotion to freedom and democracy,
to peace and prosperity, and to the principle
that we must be a community, that out of many
we are one, and that we are still about the

business of our Founding Fathers, forming a
more perfect Union.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the J.W. Marriott Hotel. In
his remarks, he referred to John E. Major, chair-
man, Electronic Industries Alliance; Richard A.
McGinn, chairman and chief executive officer,
Lucent Technologies; Brig. Gen. Hiram (Doc)
Jones, USAF, Deputy Chief of Chaplains, who
gave the invocation; Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom; Gov. James S. Gilmore
III of Virginia; and President Slobodan Milosevic
of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and
Montenegro).

Statement on the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe Treaty
March 31, 1999

I am very pleased that yesterday negotiators
from the 30 countries that are party to the Trea-
ty on Conventional Armed Forces in Europe
(CFE) reached an agreement setting the stage
for a final adapted treaty. All countries agreed
to deeper limits on their conventional forces
and stronger measures to ensure compliance.
The decision preserves NATO’s ability to fulfill
its post-cold-war missions, to ensure its new
members are full military partners, and to deep-
en its engagement with Partnership For Peace
states. It also takes into account the interests
of non-NATO states and helps fulfill the com-

mitment President Yeltsin and I made last Sep-
tember to conclude a final adapted treaty by
the OSCE summit this year.

At a time when we are trying to end a pattern
of escalating insecurity, brutality, and armed
conflict in the Balkans, I am gratified that these
30 countries, comprising the vast majority of
European nations, are moving in a different di-
rection. Together, we are building a Europe in
which armies prepare to stand beside their
neighbors, not against them, and security de-
pends on cooperation, not competition.

Interview With Dan Rather of CBS News
March 31, 1999

Mr. Rather. Mr. President, thank you for
doing this.

The President. Glad to do it, Dan.
Mr. Rather. I appreciate you doing it.

NATO Airstrikes Against Serbian Targets
Mr. Rather. As Commander in Chief, you’ve

sent some of our best to fly every day, every
night, through the valley of the shadow of death
in a place far away. Why? For what?

The President. For several reasons. First and
most important, because there are defenseless
people there who are being uprooted from their
homes by the hundreds of thousands and who
are being killed by the thousands; because it
is not an isolated incident but, in fact, a repeat
of a pattern we have seen from Mr. Milosevic
in Bosnia and Croatia. So there is a compelling
humanitarian reason.
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