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its people, charted its growth, and by doing so,
prepared for its future.

The census is a vital statistical snapshot that
tells us who we are and where we are going
as a nation. And though it is taken only once
a decade, it is important to our everyday lives.
The census helps communities determine where
to build everything from schools to supermarkets
and from homes to hospitals. It helps the Gov-
ernment decide how to distribute funds and as-
sistance to States and localities. It is used to
draw the lines of legislative districts and re-
apportion the seats each State holds in Congress.

The Census Bureau estimates it will count
about 275 million people next year across our
Nation. But America must be accurate—and
more so than we have been in the past. The
previous census, in 1990, missed 8.4 million peo-
ple and counted more than 4 million twice.
Children, minorities, and low income Americans
have been often overlooked. We must do better.
Every person in America counts—so every
American must be counted.

I am committed to ensuring that Census 2000
is as accurate, complete, and fair as possible.
That will be an enormous undertaking—de-
manding the largest peacetime mobilization in
our Nation’s history, involving hundreds of thou-
sands of local census takers and community vol-
unteers. I have, therefore, asked every executive
department and agency of the Federal Govern-
ment to develop an action plan that helps recruit
census workers and promotes full participation
in Census 2000. The Census Bureau has put
forth a comprehensive and complete plan that
includes a full enumeration and modern sci-
entific methods. The Bureau will also build un-
precedented partnerships with business, commu-
nity groups, schools, and State, local, and tribal
governments and use, for the first time, radio,
television, and billboard advertisements to en-
courage everyone to participate in Census 2000.

Working together, we can ensure that Census
2000 truly reflects who we are as a people and
that each American can make the best of the
opportunities of the 21st century.

Statement on Results From a Florida Youth Antismoking Program
April 1, 1999

Today the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention is publishing promising new results
from the youth antismoking program launched
by the late Florida Governor Lawton Chiles.
The study shows that in just one year, smoking
has declined by 19 percent among middle school
students and by 8 percent among high schoolers.
These results show why every State should have
a comprehensive program to reduce youth
smoking and why I oppose any legislation
waiving the Federal Government’s claim to to-

bacco settlement funds without making a com-
mitment from the States to fund such efforts.
Without such a commitment, States won’t have
to spend a single penny of the $246 billion
settlement to reduce youth smoking. We must
act now: Every day 3,000 children become reg-
ular smokers, and 1,000 will have their lives
cut short as a result.

NOTE: This statement was embargoed for release
until 4 p.m.

Remarks on the National Economy and Kosovar Refugees and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 2, 1999

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, I would
like to make some fairly brief comments today
about the situation in Kosovo and the humani-
tarian issue, and also about the good news today

we received on the domestic economy. Let me
make the economic remarks first, and then I
will talk about Kosovo and refer to the folks
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