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most outstanding centers in the Nation for this
sort of work is in Denver.

Perhaps the most important thing all of us
can do right now is to reach out to each other
and to families and their young children. It is
very important to explain to children, all over
America, what has happened, and to reassure
our own children that they are safe.

We also have to take this moment, once again,
to hammer home to all the children of America
that violence is wrong. And parents should take
this moment to ask what else they can do to
shield our children from violent images and ex-
periences that warp young perceptions and ob-
scure the consequences of violence, to show our
children, by the power of our own example,
how to resolve conflicts peacefully.

And as we learned at the White House Con-
ference on School Safety and as is reflected
in the handbook that the Secretary of Education
and the Attorney General sent to all of our
schools, we must all do more to recognize and
look for the early warning signals that deeply
troubled young people send often before they
explode into violence. Surely more of them can
be saved, and more innocent victims and trage-
dies can be avoided.

In the days ahead, we will do all we can
to see what else can be done. For now, when
the school has apparently just been cleared of
bombs and not all the children who were slain
have been carried out, I think it is important
on this day that we continue to offer the people
of Colorado, the people of Littleton, the families
involved, the sure knowledge that all of America
cares for them and is praying for them.

So I ask you to now join me in a moment
of silent prayer for those who lost their lives,
for those who were wounded, for their families,
and those who love them and care for their
community.

[At this point, a moment of silence was ob-
served.]

Amen.
Now let me say that on this sad day I also

want America to know that I came here to be
with you because, in many of the sad moments
of this administration and many of the greatest
moments of our happiness and achievements for
the American people, the ability of the White
House to connect to them rests solely in the
hands of people who are not paid employees
of the Federal Government. Most Americans
still have utterly no idea how many hundreds
and hundreds of people volunteer at the White
House, without which we could not do our jobs.

I got a note the other day from a person
thanking me because the child of a friend of
his had received a letter from the White House.
And he said, ‘‘I know you didn’t sign that letter,
but children expect to get their letters an-
swered.’’ That is just one example of things that
would not happen, were it not for you. All over
America, whenever someone comes up to me
and tells me that they’ve had some contact from
the White House that I know came because
of a volunteer, I am once again grateful for
what you do.

So I thank you for sharing this very pro-
foundly sad moment with me and with our
country. But I also thank you for making it
possible for us to do our work, for the people
of Littleton and the people of America. We are
very, very grateful.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:37 a.m. in Presi-
dential Hall (formerly Room 450) in the Old Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he referred
to Columbine High School science teacher The-
resa Miller.

Statement on the Nomination of General Eric K. Shinseki To Be Chief of
Staff of the United States Army
April 21, 1999

I am pleased to nominate Gen. Eric K.
Shinseki to be Chief of Staff of the United
States Army. If confirmed by the Senate, Gen-
eral Shinseki will succeed Gen. Dennis J.

Reimer, who will be retiring later this year after
37 years of distinguished active duty service.
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General Shinseki currently serves as the Vice
Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army. Immediately
prior to assuming his present position, he served
as Commander in Chief of United States Army
Europe and concurrently as Commander of
NATO’s Stabilization Force in Bosnia. He brings
to the position of Chief of Staff extensive oper-
ational and joint experience as well as proven
leadership ability and a deep concern for the
soldiers, civilians, and families of the United
States Army.

During his distinguished career, General
Shinseki served two combat tours in Vietnam
and has commanded at every level from com-

pany through theater army. As Commander of
the Stabilization Force, he directed the oper-
ations of the three Multinational Divisions in
Bosnia, promoting implementation of the Day-
ton accords.

General Shinseki assumes the post of Chief
of Staff as the U.S. Army proudly celebrates
224 years of dedicated service to our Nation
in war and peace. With General Shinseki as
Chief of Staff, I am confident that the total
Army—active, Reserve, and National Guard—
will continue its tradition of excellence, dedica-
tion, and professionalism as it enters the 21st
century.

Statement on the Nomination of Lieutenant General James L. Jones, Jr.,
To Be Commandant of the United States Marine Corps
April 21, 1999

I am pleased to nominate Lt. Gen. James
L. Jones, Jr., for appointment to the grade of
general and assignment as Commandant of the
United States Marine Corps. If confirmed by
the Senate, General Jones will succeed Gen.
Charles C. Krulak, who will be retiring later
this year after 35 years of distinguished active
duty service.

General Jones brings to the job of Com-
mandant a wealth of operational experience, ex-
ceptional leadership skills, and strong strategic
vision.

During his distinguished career, General
Jones served a combat tour in Vietnam, com-
manded the 24th Marine Expeditionary Unit,
served as Chief of Staff of Joint Task Force

Provide Promise in Bosnia and Macedonia, and
was Commanding General of the 2d Marine Di-
vision. As Deputy Chief of Staff of the Marine
Corps for Plans, Policy and Operations and,
most recently, as Senior Military Assistant to
Secretary of Defense, he has demonstrated keen
insight into defense policy and the crucial role
of the Marine Corps in protecting our national
security.

General Jones assumes the post of Com-
mandant as the Marine Corps takes on the chal-
lenges of the 21st century. With General Jones
as Commandant, I am confident that the Marine
Corps will continue its long and proud tradition
of defending America’s interests and values.

Statement on Congressional Action on Proposed Education Flexibility
Partnership Legislation
April 21, 1999

I am pleased that a little more than a year
after I proposed national ed-flex legislation to
the Nation’s Governors, an overwhelming major-
ity in Congress has passed a solid ed-flex bill.
I look forward to signing it without delay. This
bill will offer States more flexibility in their use

of Federal funding in exchange for dem-
onstrated increases in student achievement.

I am particularly pleased that the conference
report strengthens accountability measures and
preserves our effort to reduce class size in the
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