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Jan. 20 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Russia-United States
Fisheries Agreement Extension
January 20, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens

Fishery Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.), I transmit herewith an
Agreement Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of the Russian Federation extending the Agree-
ment on Mutual Fisheries Relations of May 31,
1988, with annex, as amended and extended (the
‘‘Mutual Fisheries Agreement’’). The present
Agreement, which was effected by an exchange
of notes in Moscow on July 28 and November

23, 1998, extends the Mutual Fisheries Agree-
ment to December 31, 2003.

In light of the importance of our fisheries
relationship with the Russian Federation, I urge
that the Congress give favorable consideration
to this Agreement at an early date.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks to the Montgomery County Community in Norristown,
Pennsylvania
January 20, 1999

Thank you very much. First, let me say to
all of you that when we came in here tonight,
I think it’s fair to say that Hillary and Al and
Tipper and I were literally overwhelmed by this
reception. And I knew that this was a wonderful
community; I knew this was a wonderful school.
I knew there was a lot of enthusiasm, but it
didn’t all quite add up until I realized that we
had caused your exams to be delayed. And I
want you to know that we’re having such a good
time, we’d be delighted to come back about
this time next term if you want. We can make
this a regular thing. [Laughter]

I want to thank Dr. Williams for his magnifi-
cent invocation. I thank Dr. Woodall for the
remarks he made, for making us welcome here,
and for the example that he and Mr. Spencer,
the principal here, all the teachers here, and
all the students and teachers from this school
and the other schools here represented. I thank
you for what you’re doing and for the example
you’re setting for America.

I’d like to thank all of our musicians and
the choir for playing and singing for us. I
thought they were great. And I want to thank
Melissa for speaking so well. Weren’t you proud
of her? Did she do a great job, or what? [Ap-

plause] I’m glad I never had to run against
her for anything. [Laughter]

I also want to thank all these wonderful peo-
ple from Pennsylvania who have come here, all
the officials and citizens from this area and from
Philadelphia and nearby areas. Let me say, there
was a lot of talk tonight keying off Reverend
Williams’ invocation about vision.

I’d like to say something else, if I might,
out of respect to others. It is a good thing to
have a vision, because otherwise you never know
where you’re going. So you have to have one.
I ran for President, beginning in 1991, because
I thought our country was drifting and because
I believed that if you look at these young people
here—one elementary school in this area has
kids from 50 countries speaking 13 languages—
and if you look at all these young people and
their parents and everybody in this room, and
you imagine what the world is going to be like,
and you know it’s going to get smaller and small-
er, and we’re going to have more and more
relationships, and the borders will become more
and more open, it’s hard to imagine any country
in the world that is remotely as well positioned
as America to give people the chance to make
the most of their own lives.
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