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May 18 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Jordan-U.S. Relations/Middle East Peace Process

Q. Your Majesty, what do you hope your talks
with the President will result in? And do you
think the climate in Israel now is more condu-
cive to making progress in the peace process?

King Abdullah. Well, I think we have many
issues to discuss with the President, and one
of the main things is to thank the overwhelming
support that the President has shown Jordan
over the many years, but especially with the
passing away of His Majesty. And again, the
President went out of his way, and the American
administration and Government, to support us
through this very difficult time.

Vis-a-vis, obviously, the elections in Israel
were very, very optimistic. I just had the oppor-
tunity to speak to Prime Minister-elect Barak
and wish him well. And we had the opportunity
of seeing him in Jordan only several days ago,
and we see eye-to-eye on many issues, and we’re
very optimistic of taking the peace process for-
ward.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:57 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister-elect Ehud Barak
of Israel; and Gen. Wesley K. Clark, USA, Su-
preme Allied Commander Europe. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on Withdrawal of the Nomination of J. Brian Atwood To Be
Ambassador to Brazil
May 18, 1999

Today Brian Atwood asked me to withdraw
his nomination to be the United States Ambas-
sador to Brazil. I have accepted his request with
reluctance and regret.

Few people in public life have better com-
bined the qualities of professional competence
and moral purpose. Brian Atwood has served
with distinction as Administrator of the Agency
for International Development, making it more
effective while tenaciously defending its mission
and its independence. He has helped put the
fight against poverty, civil strife, and disease in
the developing world at the heart of our foreign
policy, where it belongs, and where I am con-
fident it will stay. When I asked him last month
to lead America’s effort to bring aid to the refu-

gees escaping Kosovo, I knew we would be get-
ting the very best. That is what America gets
every time Brian Atwood goes to work.

In his statement today, he said that Wash-
ington owes us nothing but the ‘‘opportunity
to serve.’’ I believe we owe Brian Atwood some-
thing more: our gratitude for continually making
a difference in the lives of millions of people
around the world.

I thank him for his many contributions and
for his willingness to stay on as our AID Admin-
istrator, where he is doing an outstanding job
as our Kosovo humanitarian coordinator. And
I am confident he will have many opportunities
to serve our Nation again.

Statement on Senate Action on Legislation To Require Child Safety Locks
for Guns
May 18, 1999

I want to commend the Senate for reversing
its position of last year and voting overwhelm-
ingly today to require that child safety locks
be provided with every gun sold. This was a
courageous, commonsense vote that will help

prevent tragic shootings and gun-related acci-
dents in the future.

I also want to thank Speaker Hastert for
agreeing that we should close the gun show
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