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Message to the Congress Reporting Certifications Required by the
Ratification Resolution of the Amended Mines Protocol of the Convention
on Conventional Weapons
May 24, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Amended Pro-
tocol on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use
of Mines, Booby-Traps and Other Devices, to-
gether with its Technical Annex, adopted by the
Senate of the United States on May 20, 1999,
I hereby certify that:

In connection with Condition (1)(B), Pursuit
Deterrent Munition, the Pursuit Deterrent Mu-
nition shall continue to remain available for use
by the United States Armed Forces at least until
January 1, 2003, unless an effective alternative
to the munition becomes available.

In connection with Condition (6), Land Mine
Alternatives, in pursuing alternatives to United
States anti-personnel mines or mixed anti-tank
systems, I will not limit the types of alternatives
to be considered on the basis of any criteria
other than those specified in the sentence that

follows. In pursuit of alternatives to United
States anti-personnel mines, or mixed anti-tank
systems, the United States shall seek to identify,
adapt, modify, or otherwise develop only those
technologies that (i) are intended to provide
military effectiveness equivalent to that provided
by the relevant anti-personnel mine, or mixed
anti-tank system; and (ii) would be affordable.

In connection with Condition (7), Certifi-
cation with Regard to International Tribunals,
with respect to the Amended Mines Protocol,
the Convention on Conventional Weapons, or
any future protocol or amendment thereto, the
United States shall not recognize the jurisdiction
of any international tribunal over the United
States or any of its citizens.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 24, 1999.

Remarks at the City Year Convention
May 24, 1999

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen of City
Year, I can’t tell you how glad I am to be
back. I want to thank President Swygert for
making us all feel at home at Howard. I thank
Senator Wofford and his predecessor, Eli Segal,
and Mark Gearan, our great Peace Corps Direc-
tor, for their presence here.

I’d like to thank especially all the companies
who have helped you, and one in particular,
Timberland, your founding sponsor, especially
because they are setting a standard for corporate
America by giving their employees time off for
volunteer work.

I want to thank Alan and Michael, their wives,
their families who have supported them through
these long years, for all the wonderful things
they have done for you and, through you, for
America. And I want to thank Stephen for the
jacket, although I still have the sweatshirt, and
I still wear it, and it’s nowhere near worn out.

And I will have it and that jacket with me for
the rest of my life. I thank you so much.

Now, to all of you who are young, 10 years
of life for City Year seems like a very long
time. For those of you who are not so young,
like me, it seems like yesterday, the 8 years
ago, when I saw City Year in Boston—like yes-
terday, vivid in my mind.

So, to me it wasn’t so long ago that Alan
and Michael were just two young students with
this big idea, an idea for making idealism work
in practical ways in the lives of ordinary people.
A lot of their classmates at the time told them
their big idea was just pie in the sky. I’ve often
wondered what pie in the sky looks like; now
I see you, and I know. You are the pie in
the sky, and you are as real as real can be.

When I was going around the country as a
candidate for President in 1991 and 1992, I
told the people of our Nation that our politics
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