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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Airstrikes Against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
May 25, 1999

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On March 26, 1999, I reported that I had

directed U.S. forces to commence military air
strikes as part of NATO’s operations against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (FRY) in re-
sponse to the FRY Government’s continued
campaign of violence and repression against the
civilian population of Kosovo. Each day we re-
ceive new reports of FRY security forces com-
mitting atrocities and forcing civilians from their
homes. Currently there are more than 725,000
displaced Kosovars in Albania, Macedonia, and
Montenegro, and hundreds of thousands of in-
ternally displaced persons within Kosovo.

At their recent Summit in Washington, NATO
Heads of State and Government made clear that
the Alliance will not allow this campaign of ter-
ror to succeed. Until such time as Belgrade
meets NATO’s conditions, the allies intend to
continue—and intensify—air operations against
the Yugoslav war machine. As part of inten-
sifying NATO’s operations, and in response to
a request by SACEUR, I have directed deploy-
ment of additional aircraft and forces to support
NATO’s ongoing efforts, including several thou-
sand additional U.S. Armed Forces personnel
to Albania in support of the deep strike task

force located there. I am also directing that ad-
ditional U.S. forces be deployed to the region
to assist in humanitarian operations.

As I mentioned in my April 7 letter, it is
not possible to predict how long these oper-
ations will last. The duration of the deployments
depends upon the course of events in Kosovo,
and specifically, on Belgrade’s acceptance of the
conditions set forth by the United States and
its allies.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution. I appre-
ciate the continued support of the Congress in
this action.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on May 26.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on the National
Emergency With Respect to Iran
May 26, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the National

Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c) and section
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50 U.S.C. 1703(c),
I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic report
on the national emergency with respect to Iran

that was declared in Executive Order 12170 of
November 14, 1979.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 26, 1999.
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