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must, because we have a greater capacity to
bear that burden. But all Americans should
know that we have been strongly supported by
our European allies, that when the peacekeeping
force goes in there, the overwhelming majority
of people will be European, and that when the
reconstruction begins, the overwhelming amount
of investment will be European. This is some-
thing we have done together.

And I ask you, in the days and nights ahead,
to remember our brave pilots and crews flying
over Serbia, to keep their families in our
thoughts. I visited with them recently. I know
that they risk their lives every day, and they
even avoid firing back sometimes at people who
fire at them because they fire from heavily pop-
ulated areas, and they want to avoid killing inno-
cent civilians.

I ask you to support all possible efforts to
relieve the suffering of the people of Kosovo.
Even those who escape will be struggling with
what happened to them for a long, long time.
And this afternoon, I ask all Americans to join
with those who have urged us to engage in
a moment of remembrance at 3 o’clock eastern
daylight time, in honor of those who have given
their lives for our country.

I also ask all Americans to honor, along with
those who have given their lives for our free-
dom, the living symbol of American valor, our
veterans and their families, the present members

of armed services and their families, wherever
and however they serve.

How fitting it is that we are standing against
ethnic cleansing with our wonderful, myriad,
rainbow, multiethnic military in our increasingly
diverse society that involves both the strength
of our differences and the even more powerful
pull of our shared American values. Our military
inspires the world with their respect for one
another and their ability to work together. And
you pass every test with the same flying colors,
red, white, and blue.

Those who lie in this sacred place and in
all those other places the world over, many of
whom will never even be known, they would
be very proud of today’s men and women in
uniform. And in the bright new century ahead,
those who live free with pride in and without
fear of their heritage or their faith will be very
grateful to today’s men and women in uniform.

I thank you all. God bless you, and God bless
America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:17 a.m. in the
Amphitheater at Arlington National Cemetery. In
his remarks, he referred to Maj. Gen. Robert R.
Ivany, USA, Commander, and Col. Edward T.
Brogan, USA, Chaplain, Military District of Wash-
ington; John C. (Jack) Metzler, Superintendent,
Arlington National Cemetery; and President
Slobodan Milosevic of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).

Radio Remarks on the Observance of Memorial Day
May 31, 1999

Since the Civil War, Memorial Day has been
a time for Americans to take a moment from
our busy lives to remember the brave men and
women who gave their lives in service to our
Nation.

This has been a century of great progress
for the United States, but we must never forget
that it came with a heavy price. At home and
abroad, our victories over adversity were made
possible by those who were prepared to make
the ultimate sacrifice, and those who did make
that sacrifice.

Today most Americans will enjoy a well-de-
served day off from the cares of work and

school; we’ll relax at home and cherish the com-
pany of loved ones. But as we contemplate the
comforts and blessings of our lives and the well-
being of our Nation, I ask you to pause just
for a moment to remember those who gave their
lives to protect the values that give meaning
to our lives. I ask you also to think of our
men and women in uniform who are risking
their lives in the skies over Serbia, so that our
children may inhabit a world where people are
not murdered and driven from their homes be-
cause of their faith or their heritage.

As our Armed Forces and our allies strive
to build peace in the Balkans, and in other
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places far from America’s shores, let us all join
in thanking them for all they do every day to
defend our freedom.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
5:31 p.m. on May 30 at the White Oak Plantation

in Yulee, FL, for later broadcast. The transcript
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on May 31, but due to technical difficulties the
audio version was not made available.

Remarks Announcing a Study on Youth Violence and Media Marketing
June 1, 1999

Give him another hand. He was great. Bravo!
[Applause] Thank you.

When I was listening to Arthur speak, I didn’t
know whether to offer him a job as a White
House speechwriter—[laughter]—or just wait
for the opportunity to vote for him someday.
Let me say, thank you very much. [Applause]
Thank you.

And we thank your mother for bringing you
here, and congratulations. And Representative
Mary Lou Dickerson, thank you, and Pam
Eakes, founder of Mothers Against Violence in
America, thank you.

I thank the Attorney General and Chairman
Pitofsky for their remarks and their commit-
ment. I thank Mayor Corradini, Mayor Kaine,
County Executive Curry, and County Executive
Dutch Ruppersberger for the interest that our
local government leaders have. I thank Rep-
resentative Sheila Jackson Lee for her passionate
commitment to this issue. And all of you, wel-
come to the White House.

And most of all, I want to say again how
much I appreciate Arthur Sawe for coming here
and for sharing a child’s perspective. We have
other children in this audience today, and we
are really here about them and their future.

As Hillary said, the tragedy at Littleton had
a profound effect on America. It certainly had
a profound effect on us and on our family, par-
ticularly after we had the chance to go to Colo-
rado and visit with the families of the children
who were killed and many of the young children
who are still grievously wounded and the kids
at the school with them, who are hurting still,
and the teachers.

I do think that what Hillary said is right:
We sense a determination, not only in that com-
munity but throughout our country, not just to
grieve about this but to do something about

it. The national grassroots campaign against vio-
lence against children is rooted in our faith that
we can do better.

We know we can prevent more youth violence
if we work together, across all the lines that
divide us. We know we can do it if we’re all
willing to assume responsibility and stop trying
to assign blame. Of course, the responsibility
begins at home. It must be reinforced and sup-
ported at schools and houses of worship, in the
community as a whole. Those of us in public
service must also do our part. There is broad
and growing consensus for us to do more.

Let me say I am also very grateful that the
gun manufacturers came here last month and
voiced their support for commonsense restric-
tions to make it more difficult for guns to get
into the hands of children and criminals. I’m
encouraged that the Senate acted to close the
deadly gun show loophole, to require safety
locks to be sold with every handgun, to ban
the importation of large-capacity ammunition
clips, and ban violent juveniles from owning
guns as adults. I hope the House of Representa-
tives will pass these commonsense measures as
soon as they return from the Memorial Day
recess. We have a lot to do this year, but this
should be put at the top of the agenda and
not put on hold.

As you have already heard, members of the
entertainment industry must also do their part.
They and the rest of us cannot kid ourselves.
Our children are being fed a dependable daily
dose of violence, and it sells. Now, 30 years
of studies have shown that this desensitizes our
children to violence and to the consequences
of it.

We now know that by the time the typical
American child reaches the age of 18, he or
she has seen 200,000 dramatized acts of violence
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