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The need for donors far surpasses the supply. Current medical technology 
enables the transplantation of organs and tissues including kidney, heart, 
heart-lung, lung, liver, pancreas, skin, cornea, bone, and bone marrow. But 
the greatest obstacle to making these life-sustaining and life-saving trans
plants possible is the shortage of donors. 

All Americans must know what they can do to consent to become organ 
and tissue donors. By completing a uniform donor card and carrying it at all 
times, anyone can give the gift of life to people in desperate need of organs 
and tissues for transplantation. It is especially important for would-be 
donors to make their intentions known to family members, so that appropri
ate action can be taken promptly when the time comes. 

Americans are a caring and giving people, so it is fitting that we as a 
Nation should encourage organ and tissue donation and increase public 
awareness of the possibilities and the need. I ask every American to con
sider organ and tissue donation, and I ask the media to assist in informing 
the public of the great need that exists. Together, we can make organ and 
tissue donation another expression of American generosity. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-203, has designated the week beginning 
April 20 through April 26, 1986, as "National Organ and Tissue Donor 
Awareness Week" and authorized and requested the President to issue a 
proclamation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim April 20 through April 26, 1986, as National 
Organ and Tissue Donor Awareness Week. I urge all health care profes
sionals, educators, the media, public and private organizations, and all 
Americans to join me in promoting greater and more widespread awareness 
and acceptance of this humanitarian practice. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventh day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

. , RONALD REAGAN 
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Centennial Year of the Gasoline Powered Automobile, 1986 > 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

In 1885 the world's first successful vehicle powered by a gasoline-fueled in
ternal combustion engine made its appearance in Germany. Shortly thereaf
ter, in January 1886, the United States Patent Office issued its first patent 
for a motor vehicle powered by such an engine—the forerunner of today's 
automobile. This year marks the centennial of that patent, an anniversary 
that well deserves to be recognized. 

In the 100 years since that historic patent was issued, the automobile has 
been the cause or catalyst of an enormous transformation of the American 
landscape, economy, and society. It has given rise to a vast network of 
roads and highways that gives access to every region of our land and helps 
to bind our Nation and its people ever more closely together. The building 
and improvement of this network has created thousands of jobs, sparked 
new industries, and provided opportunities for innumerable roadside busi
nesses, large and small. 
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The invention of the internal combustion engine created the principal 
market for the oil industry, which was also in its infancy a century ago. 
One hundred years later, thanks largely to vehicular consumption, the oil 
industry has become one of the largest and most important in our Nation 
and in the world. Today, according to industry estimates, more than three-
fourths of refined petroleum products are sold to power internal combustion 
engines, accounting for more than half the revenues of the major producers. 

Many of our major industries, such as steel, glass, rubber, and textiles, rely 
on the auto industry to buy a significant percentage of their output. It is 
estimated that at least one in five jobs in the United States depends, direct
ly or indirectly, on the automobile industry. 

Although challenged in recent decades by strong foreign competition, the 
American automobile industry has made a dramatic comeback, improving 
quality and variety as it adjusts to the changing demands of the market
place. 

Except for a brief setback during World War II, the American automobile 
market has never ceased to expand. Fifty years ago there were only 28.5 
million cars on America's roads. Twenty years ago that number was ap
proaching 95 million. Today it is about 175 million—more than one vehicle 
for every two Americans. 

The automobile has given Americans unprecedented mobility—linking 
farms, towns, cities in a way that was unthinkable before its advent. 
Indeed, the effects of the automotive age, which began a century ago, have 
so pervaded every aspect of our lives as to make the automobile a central 
symbol of twentieth-century civilization in America. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 231, has designated the period 
commencing January 1, 1986, and ending December 31, 1986, as the "Cen
tennial Year of the Gasoline Powered Automobile" and authorized and re
quested the President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the year of 1986 as the Centennial Year of 
the Gasoline Powered Automobile, and I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this year with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day of 
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5458 of Aprilll, 1986 i ) i 

To Designate Aruba as a Beneficiary Country for Purposes of 
the Generalized System of Preferences and the Caribbean 
Basin Economic Recovery Act 

By the President of the United States of America . ' ' ' ' -
A Proclamation 

1. Section 502 of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the Trade Act) (19 
U.S.C. 2462), authorizes the President to designate the countries that will be 
beneficiary developing countries for purposes of the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) pursuant to Title V of the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2461 et 
seq.]. Such countries are entitled to duty-free entry of eligible articles im
ported directly therefrom into the customs territory of the United States. 
Among the countries previously designated as a GSP beneficiary is the 
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