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Proclamation 5508 of July 1,1986 r • iv 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America is a land of expanding economic opportuntiy in which each and 
every person can play a part based on talent and initiative. The openness 
and flexibility of our free market economy makes it unique among countries 
of the world. 

The spirit of our democracy affirms that unhindered opportunity for all 
Americans is essential to our economic well-being. That our citizens should 
be judged on the content of their character and be able to advance accord
ing to merit and achievement is an economic as well as a moral imperative. 

To remain the leader in bringing new products and services to the market
place, and to successfully compete with products made abroad, we must do 
everything in our power to continue providing the widest possible economic 
opportunity for all Americans. We must also continue expanding opportuni
ties to ensure strong growth for minority businesses. These businesses are 
adding jobs to industries that only a few years ago barely existed. The 
many contributions made by these companies will help generate the mana
gerial and technological developments and the skilled and experienced 
work force necessary to strengthen and build the American economy in an 
era of vigorous international competition. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of October 5 
through October 11, 1986, as Minority Enterprise Development Week, and I 
call upon all Americans to join together with minority business enterprises 
across the country in appropriate observances. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of July, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5509 of July 2,1986 

Let Freedom Ring Day, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America .i, 
A Proclamation 

For centuries, great occasions have been marked by the ringing of bells. 
When America's Independence was proclaimed in Philadelphia more than 
two centuries ago, the Liberty Bell announced the glad news—those joyful 
and triumphant words of Leviticus graven on the bell itself: 
"Proclaim liberty throughout the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof." "̂  

On July 3, the eve of the 210th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, the torch of the newly restored Statue of Liberty in New 
York Harbor will be lit again. Its radiant beams held high above the dark 
waters will once again signal freedom's light and freedom's welcome. ,..., 
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What could be more fitting than to celebrate this moment with the joyful 
clamor of bells. Let every spire and belfry in the land ring out the glad tid
ings of liberty once again. Let every American rejoice in the blessings of 
freedom as they hear the jubilant music of carillons carried on the night air. 
As the golden glow of the Statue of Liberty's rekindled torch calls forth the 
pealing of thousands of bells in every city, village, and hamlet throughout 
our land, let every American take it as a summons to rededication, recalling 
those words we sang as children: 
"Our father's God, to Thee, 
Author of Liberty, - ' ' ' '• > 
To Thee we sing. 
Long may our land be bright 
With Freedom's Holy Light. ' --' -'-' > * : . • , * <• . 
Protect us by Thy might, ' ' : '» - ' 
Great God, Our King." 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 664, has designated July 3, 1986, as 
"Let Freedom Ring Day" and authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, 1, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim July 3, 1986, as Let Freedom Ring Day, and 
I encourage the people of the United States to ring bells immediately fol
lowing the relighting of the torch of the Statue of Liberty, which is sched
uled to occur at approximately 10:53 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time on that 
day. I call upon all Americans to remember how fortunate we are as a 
people and on this day and each day to follow to open your hearts to those 
who may one day share in the joy and satisfaction that freedom brings. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 2nd day of July, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

- • . . . . . . . . RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5510 of July 2,1986 • • <•'. 

National Immigrants Day, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Since 1820, more than 52 million immigrants have come to the United States 
from all over the world. They have sought and found a new and better life 
for themselves and their children in this land of liberty and opportunity. 
The magnet that draws them is freedom and the beacon that guides them is 
hope. America offers liberty for all, encourages hope for betterment, and 
nurtures great expectations. In this free land a person can realize his 
dreams—going as far as talent and drive can carry him. In return America 
asks each of us to do our best, to work hard, to respect the law, to cherish 
human rights, and to strive for the common good. 

The immigrants who have so enriched America include people from every 
race, creed, and ethnic background. Yet all have been drawn here by 
shared values and a deep love of freedom. Most brought with them few ma
terial goods. But with their hearts and minds and toil they have contributed 
mightily to the building of this great Nation and endowed us with the riches 
of their achievements. Their spirit continues to nourish our own love of 
freedom and opportunity. 
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