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Proclamation 5508 of July 1,1986 r • iv 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America is a land of expanding economic opportuntiy in which each and 
every person can play a part based on talent and initiative. The openness 
and flexibility of our free market economy makes it unique among countries 
of the world. 

The spirit of our democracy affirms that unhindered opportunity for all 
Americans is essential to our economic well-being. That our citizens should 
be judged on the content of their character and be able to advance accord
ing to merit and achievement is an economic as well as a moral imperative. 

To remain the leader in bringing new products and services to the market
place, and to successfully compete with products made abroad, we must do 
everything in our power to continue providing the widest possible economic 
opportunity for all Americans. We must also continue expanding opportuni
ties to ensure strong growth for minority businesses. These businesses are 
adding jobs to industries that only a few years ago barely existed. The 
many contributions made by these companies will help generate the mana
gerial and technological developments and the skilled and experienced 
work force necessary to strengthen and build the American economy in an 
era of vigorous international competition. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of October 5 
through October 11, 1986, as Minority Enterprise Development Week, and I 
call upon all Americans to join together with minority business enterprises 
across the country in appropriate observances. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of July, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5509 of July 2,1986 

Let Freedom Ring Day, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America .i, 
A Proclamation 

For centuries, great occasions have been marked by the ringing of bells. 
When America's Independence was proclaimed in Philadelphia more than 
two centuries ago, the Liberty Bell announced the glad news—those joyful 
and triumphant words of Leviticus graven on the bell itself: 
"Proclaim liberty throughout the land, unto all the inhabitants thereof." "̂  

On July 3, the eve of the 210th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence, the torch of the newly restored Statue of Liberty in New 
York Harbor will be lit again. Its radiant beams held high above the dark 
waters will once again signal freedom's light and freedom's welcome. ,..., 
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