
100 STAT. 4476 PROCLAMATION 5512—JULY 21, 1986 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 3rd day of July, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and tenth. 

^lu UK , . . , . . . < , „ . . RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5512 of July 21,1986 

Captive Nations Week, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America ,_.',. ;.. 
A Proclamation 
America, built on a firm belief in the dignity and rights of all the members 
of the human race, continues to hold up that message to the world. Included 
in that message is unwavering opposition to all forms of oppression and 
despotism. Freedom is not divisible. To maintain it for ourselves, we must 
pursue it for others. As President Roosevelt declared in 1941, "we look for
ward to a world founded upon four essential freedoms. The first is freedom 
of speech and expression—everywhere in the world. The second is the free
dom of every person to worship in his own way—everywhere in the world. 
The third is freedom from want . . . everywhere in the world. The fourth is 
freedom from fear . . . anywhere in the world." 

This vision of the future has been a beacon of hope and guidance both for 
those individuals who seek refuge here and for those nations whose aspira
tions for self-determination have been crushed by the Soviet empire. De
prived of basic human rights, their peoples are the victims of ruthless re
gimes run according to totalitarian ideologies. These are the nations held 
captive by forces hostile to freedom, independence, and national self-deter
mination. These captive nations include those of Eastern Europe that have 
known foreign occupation and communist tyranny for decades; those strug
gling to throw off communist domination in Latin America; and the people 
of Afghanistan, Southeast Asia, and Africa struggling against foreign inva
sion, military occupation, and communist oppression. 

Each year we renew our resolve to support the struggle for freedom 
throughout the world by observing Captive Nations Week. It is a week in 
which all Americans are asked to remember that the liberties and freedoms 
that they enjoy are denied to many peoples. With this observance, we hope 
to inspire those who struggle against military occupation, political oppres
sion, communist expansion, and totalitarian brutality. We hope to inspire, 
but we also seek inspiration. Because the history of liberty is a history of 
resistance, we learn from those who live where the struggle is most urgent. 
Purified by resistance, they show us the path to a renewed commitment to 
preserve our own liberties and to give our support and encouragement to 
those who struggle for freedom. 

To pursue that struggle, and to honor those who are with us in that battle, 
the Congress, by joint resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212], has 
authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation designating 
the third week in July of each year as "Captive Nations Week." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning July 20, 1986, as Cap
tive Nations Week. I invite the people of the United States to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities to reaffirm their dedica
tion to the international principles of justice, freedom, and national self-de
termination. 



PROCLAMATION 5513—JULY 29, 1986 100 STAT. 4477 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and elev
enth. 

^ ' RONALD REAGAN 

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of July 21, 1986, on signing Proclamation 5512, see the 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol. 22, p. 968). 

Proclamation 5513 of July 29,1986 

National Family Reunion Weekend, 1986 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

We are a nation of families. We take pride in our families, and we value 
family life. The family is the most basic unit in our society. It teaches us the 
values of loyalty, independence, responsibility, and mutual love. We look to 
our families for care, support, and protection. Strong, stable families are the 
vital cells of a society that is healthy and free. But to remain strong, fami
lies require nurturing; their bonds must be reinforced. A family reunion is a 
wonderful way to strengthen and preserve those family ties. 

A family reunion can be a time of growth and learning, offering us an op
portunity to gain a new perspective on ourselves and others. Each family 
has its own history, personality, sense of accomplishment, and dreams for 
the future. The family reunion provides an ideal setting for renewing these 
shared riches of the spirit. It is a time to learn, to laugh, and to renew the 
ties of affection. Family reunions bridge generations and remind us of our 
roots. I encourage all families to use the family reunion to tap these roots 
again and to renew their pledge of love and concern for each other. I also 
ask families to reach out to those who lack the support of families and to 
share their love and spirit with them. 

In recognition of the importance of family reunions, the Congress, by Senate 
Joint Resolution 274, has authorized and requested the President to desig
nate the weekend of August 1, 1986, through August 3, 1986, as "National 
Family Reunion Weekend." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the weekend of August 1, 1986, through 
August 3, 1986, as National Family Reunion Weekend. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe the occasion with appropriate cere
monies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-six, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

, J . ... u> RONALD REAGAN 
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