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designated 1987 as "The National Year of the Americas" and authorized 
and requested the President to issue a proclamation calling upon Federal, 
State, and local government agencies, private organizations, and the people 
of the United States to observe the year with appropriate programs, cere
monies, and activities. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the year of 1987 as The National Year of 
the Americas, and I urge our citizens to focus their attention on our hemi
sphere as united in spirit during this year. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this third day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5616 of March 6,1987 

Federal Employees Recognition Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

This year, as we commemorate the Bicentennial of our Constitution, it is 
especially fitting that we honor our Nation's more than three million Feder
al employees. Their dedication to public service and their devotion to their 
country, sometimes under trying circumstances, have helped ensure the suc
cess of the greatest experiment in liberty the world has ever known—the 
United States of America. 

Our Federal employees are skilled public servants who work diligently 
every day to build a better America. Many of them are our friends, neigh
bors, and community leaders. In their spare time, they can be found doing 
volunteer work in oiu- churches, schools, clubs, and other organizations. We 
can be grateful for the deep commitment of the men and women of our Fed
eral work force. 

That commitment is reflected on the job in Federal employees' myriad of 
activities in serving the American people. Federal workers protect the 
public in hundreds of ways, from weather monitoring to transportation 
safety. They conduct research in virtually every facet of human endeavor, 
from fighting cancer to improving agricultural techniques to exploring space. 
They assist the men and women of our Armed Forces in carrying out the 
mission of national defense. Federal employees make sure that programs 
vital to every American function effectively, from Social Security to natural 
resource management to assistance for the veterans whose service and sac
rifices have kept us a free Nation. 

The dedication of Federal employees is typified by the many handicapped 
Federal workers who have courageously risen above personal hardships to 
give of themselves to their country. That dedication is also personified by 
the men and women of the Senior Executive Service who through effort, 
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leadership, and imagination distinguish themselves in service to the Ameri
can people. 

But let us be sure to honor all the men and women of our Federal work 
force, who serve today with the same skill, professionalism, and quiet devo
tion to our Nation they have always exhibited. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 53, has designated the week be
ginning March 1, 1987, as "Federal Employees Recognition Week" and au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning March 1, 1987, as Fed
eral Employees Recognition Week. I invite the people of the United States 
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities to recog
nize the devotion, contributions, and faithful service of our Nation's Federal 
employees. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
eleventh. >••.:,V* v.-j.^ ,\ ,,•• •:• - ''•,•-: ••••:•* 

R O N A L D R E A G A N 

Proclamation 5617 of March 6, 1987 

Amending the Generalized System of Preferences 

By the President of the United States of America • j.-, .; ,>Nj 
A Proclamation 
1. Pursuant to section 502(c)(7] and section 504 of the Trade Act of 1974, as 
amended (the Trade Act) (19 U.S.C. 2462(c](7] and 2464), and section 604 of 
the Trade Act (19 U.S.C. 2483), I have determined that it is appropriate to 
provide for the termination of preferential treatment under the Generalized 
System of Preferences (GSP) for articles which are currently eligible for 
such treatment and which are imported from Nicaragua and Romania. Such 
termination is the result of my determination that such countries have not 
taken and are not taking steps to afford internationally recognized worker 
rights, as defined in section 502(a)(4) of the Trade Act, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 2462(a)(4)). I have also determined that it is appropriate to provide 
for the suspension of preferential treatment under the GSP for articles 
which are currently eligible for such treatment and which are imported 
from Paraguay. Such suspension is the result of my determination that Para
guay has not taken and is not taking steps to afford such worker rights. 

2. Section 502(c)(7) of the Trade Act provides that a country which has not 
taken or is not taking steps to afford such internationally recognized 
worker rights is ineligible for designation as a beneficiary developing coun
try for purposes of the GSP. Section 504 authorizes the President to with
draw, suspend, or limit the application of duty-free treatment under the 
GSP with respect to any article or with respect to any country upon consid-
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