
101 STAT. 2184 PROCLAMATION 5696—AUG. 26, 1987 

The P.O.W./M.I.A. issue will continue to be a matter of the highest national 
priority until it is resolved. To symbolize our national commitment, the 
P.O.W./M.I.A. Flag will fly over the White House, the Departments of State 
and Defense, the Veterans Administration, and the Vietnam Veterans Me
morial on September 18, 1987. It will also fly over the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial on Memorial Day and Veterans Day. 

To recognize the special debt of gratitude all Americans owe to those who 
sacrificed their freedom in the service of our country and to reaffirm our 
commitment to their courageous families, the Congress, by Senate Joint Res
olution 49, has designated September 18, 1987, as "National POW/MIA Rec
ognition Day" and authorized and requested the President to issue a procla
mation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim Friday, September 18, 1987, as National 
P.O.W./M.I.A. Recognition Day. I call upon all Americans to join in honor
ing all former American prisoners of war, those still missing, and their fami
lies who have made extraordinary sacrifices on behalf of our country. I also 
call upon State and local officials and private organizations to observe this 
day with every appropriate ceremony and activity. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first day 
of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

•'" '-r: • • RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5696 of August 26,1987 

9-1-1 Emergency Number Day, 1987 
Ho cQ8Z Koljs'c 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation vi;,/i>C' ¥: • ' f 
Protecting the lives and property of citizens is one of government's funda
mental responsibilities. In times of emergency, citizens must have a quick 
and easy way to summon police and other rescue services. The 9-1-1 emer
gency telephone number fulfills this need and proves its value hundreds of 
times every day throughout our country. 

In 1968, 9-1-1 was designated the universal emergency telephone number in 
North America. Today we can see with satisfaction that much has been 
done to implement this system. Thousands of municipalities have estab
lished the 9-1-1 telephone system, making it possible to save more lives 
and to increase the public's confidence in local emergency response sys
tems. The 9-1-1 system has enabled communities to respond to a greater 
number of emergency calls with added efficiency and lower costs to the 
public. 

State and local governments have made a commitment to implement the 9-
1-1 telephone system across our Nation as soon as possible. Some States 
have mandated that the system be operational by a certain date, while 
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others have made much progress on a voluntary basis. These efforts to en
hance the welfare and safety of our citizens deserve public recognition and 
every commendation. 

The Congress, by Public Law 99-448, has designated September 11, 1987, as 
"9-1-1 Emergency Number Day" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim September 11, 1987, as 9-1-1 Emergency 
Number Day. I call upon the people of the United States to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sixth 
day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5697 of September 8,1987 

National Reye's Syndrome Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Reye's Syndrome is a deadly disease that can strike a child or teenager 
during recovery from a relatively innocuous viral illness—from the flu, for 
example, or from chicken pox. Suddenly, instead of continuing to gain 
strength and health, the child becomes lethargic or disoriented, unusually 
excitable, hyperactive, irritable, or even combative. A frequent symptom is 
uncontrollable vomiting, and violent headaches and delirium may occur. 
Tragically, 30 percent of the victims of Reye's Syndrome die; another 15 to 
25 percent are left with brain damage. 

Any child can develop Reye's Syndrome, but research strongly indicates 
that children given aspirin as treatment for the flu or chicken pox may be 
particularly vulnerable. To protect their children, parents must learn to 
"think Reye's": do not use aspirin to treat children with chicken pox or in
fluenza-like illness; do recognize the early symptoms of Reye's Syndrome; 
and do seek medical attention for a child immediately at the first sign of 
those symptoms. 

Over the past several years, the United States Department of Health and 
Human Services, the National Reye's Syndrome Foundation, the American 
Reye's Syndrome Foundation, and other professional and voluntary health 
agencies have alerted American families to the dangers of Reye's Syn
drome. They have stressed the need to avoid the use of aspirin to treat flu
like illness and chicken pox. The result has been a marked decline in the 
annual incidence of the disorder. According to a report published last year, 
the average annual incidence of Reye's Syndrome from 1981 to 1984 was 
lower than that of the previous five years, with the decrease identified 
among children younger than 10 years of age. The incidence in 1985 was 
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