
PROCLAMATION 5701—SEPT. 11, 1987 101 STAT. 2189 

with our country and our neighbors around the globe and aware of geogra
phy's expanding study of the oceans and the universe; the increasing 
wealth of knowledge provided by research in the disciplines that support 
geography; and geography's physiographic, historical, social, economic, and 
political aspects. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100-78, has designated the week of November 
15 through November 21, 1987, as "Geography Awareness Week" and au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in its observ
ance. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of November 15 through Novem
ber 21, 1987, as Geography Awareness Week, and I call upon all Americans 
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day of 
September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN '̂  

ip. 

Proclamation 5701 of September 11,1987 d 

National Hispanic Heritage Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America , . ,.. -.u^ 
A Proclamation ^ • '̂  

During National Hispanic Heritage Week, all Americans can recognize, 
honor, and celebrate the rich and diverse contributions Hispanic Americans 
have made to our land ever since the exploration and settlement of the 
Western Hemisphere. 

People of Hispanic culture have been present in the Americas from early 
times and have exerted much influence on the development of the United 
States. Hispanic explorers helped open the New World, discover its re
sources, and found its new nations, including parts of our own. Explorers 
such as Coronado in the 16th century traveled throughout the present-day 
United States, and Spaniards settled in St. Augustine, Florida, long before 
Jamestown was founded. The founding of missions and presidios in Califor
nia was simultaneous with the American Revolution; and when the new 
United States had won, thanks in part to Spanish help, Te Deum masses of 
thanksgiving were celebrated in those missions, just as throughout all Span
ish colonies. In the 19th century, the vision of liberty inspired countless 
brave Latin Americans to fight for independence for their countries. Today, 
Hispanics carry on the dream of freedom throughout the hemisphere, and 
democracy is enjoying a broad resurgence. 

The Spanish names bestowed on so many of our cities, towns, States, 
rivers, mountains, and lakes—Los Angeles, Sacramento, Guadalupe, Colora
do, Sierra Nevada, for instance—remind us daily that the values of Hispan
ic Americans, such as devotion to church, family, work, and community. 
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helped settle our frontiers and build our future. Hispanic Americans have 
served and sacrificed time and again in the Armed Forces to keep our 
Nation free. Hispanic cultural heritage is a constant source of enrichment 
for our country, and Hispanic Americans are a source of close ties to the 
nations of Central and South America. -i 

America's Hispanic heritage is an indelible and invaluable part of our his
tory and a vital part of the creative forces that are shaping our future. 

In recognition of the outstanding achievements of Hispanic Americans, the 
Congress, by Joint Resolution approved September 17, 1968 (Public Law 90-
498), has authorized and requested the President to issue annually a procla
mation designating the week including September 15 and 16 as National 
Hispanic Heritage Week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning September 13, 1987, as 
National Hispanic Heritage Week, in recognition of the Hispanic individ
uals, families, and communities who enrich our national life. I call upon the 
people of the United States, especially educators, to observe this week with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 11th day of 
Sept., in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and twelfth. 

. . . RONALD REAGAN 

Editorial note: For the President's remarks of Sept. 11, 1987, on signing Proclamation 5701, see the 
Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents (vol 23, p. 1010) 

Proclamation 5702 of September 17,1987 *,;. i... 

National Employ the Handicapped Week, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America . '̂  " ' ' 
A Proclamation 

The American people are becoming more and more aware of the great po
tential of citizens with disabilities. We are also realizing that providing 
equal employment opportunities to handicapped individuals is both the 
right thing to do and a matter of economic common sense and necessity. 

Competitive reality is causing business, industry, and organized labor to 
urge complete integration of the disabled into the job market. Federal, 
State, and local governments have also provided significant opportunities 
for these men and women. They are filling critical gaps in the work force 
and contributing to productivity, because the demands placed on America's 
labor resources have changed; because medical and technological develop
ments are opening doors; and, most of all, because these Americans contin
ue to prove that they can perform effectively on the job. 
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