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Proclamation 5728 of October 14,1987 

World Food Day, 1987 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

This is the seventh successive year in which people everywhere, including 
Americans, have observed World Food Day in a spirit of rededication to 
the continuing fight against world hunger. We Americans are a people with 
strong ties to other nations and with a long record of humanitarian concern 
for the hungry around the world. We are blessed with the wherewithal to 
help: a bountiful land whose fertile soil, moderate climate, and economic 
and political freedom provide the keys not only to abundance here at home 
but to a surplus which can be shared with others in grave need around the 
globe. 

Progress has been made in averting the threat of famine in many regions, 
but widespread poverty and hunger, especially in developing countries, con
stantly challenge us to ease the human suffering they cause and to preserve 
the human potential they deplete. As hunger robs people of health and 
strength, it also saps the economic systems to which they might otherwise 
contribute, upsets the social order, frustrates progress at every level, and 
engenders hopelessness and instability. 

Our Nation has always been—and continues to be—deeply committed to 
helping feed the hungry wherever they may be, and to accomphsh this goal 
an extensive network of private and public efforts has been established. 
But additional steps are clearly necessary. Greater success in the fight 
against hunger will require the implementation of worldwide agricultural 
and trade policies designed to promote economic growth and stability for 
all nations, developing and developed alike. Schemes of narrowly focused 
government intervention must be replaced by systems that respond to the 
production and trade decisions made by free individuals. Farmers must 
have ready access to the international marketplace and the opportunity to 
compete freely and to sell the goods they produce. Nations, if they are to 
move toward self-reliance in agriculture, must install systems that promote 
private ownership, reward effort and efficiency, and recognize the dignity 
of those who work the land. 

The United States has established an initiative to End Hunger in Africa by 
the end of the century through economic growth and private sector develop
ment. All U.S. bilateral and multilateral economic programs and policies 
are oriented toward this goal. But U.S. government programs cannot do it 
alone. The participation and commitment of Africans, other donors, and the 
private sector—volunteer and business, both American and international— 
are essential. 

In recognition of the desire and commitment of the American people to end 
world hunger, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 110, has designated 
October 16, 1987, as "World Food Day" and authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this event. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 16, 1987, as World Food Day, and I 
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call upon the people of the United States to observe this day with appropri
ate activities to explore ways in which our Nation can contribute further to 
the elimination of hunger in the world. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twelfth. 

,;^ ^ RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5729 of October 15,1987 

National Safety Belt Use Day, 1987 ' / 

By the President of the United States of America • • • < -. 
A Proclamation 

Studies indicate that 40 to 55 percent of all passenger car occupant fatali
ties and serious injuries could be eliminated if people would use the safety 
belts already installed in their vehicles. Each year, 10,000 people could be 
saved from death if everyone would use safety belts every trip. In 1986, for 
instance, safety belts saved the lives of 2,200 front seat passengers. Thou
sands of lives and millions of dollars in medical and insurance expenses 
have been saved by "buckling up." 

The tremendous benefits of adult safety belt and child restraint use are 
now widely recognized throughout the United States. Twenty-nine States 
and the District of Columbia have safety belt use laws. These laws, in con
junction with public education, have resulted in a safety belt usage increase 
among car drivers from 11 percent in 1982 to 42 percent in the first half of 
1987. 

Although great progress has been made in the recognition of the advantages 
of increased safety belt use, less than one half of all Americans use their 
safety belts. Each of us can help increase this number by remembering that 
the use of safety belts offers protection in a crash and by increasing our 
willingness to communicate that fact to our loved ones who fail to wear 
them. We must not wait until personal tragedy strikes to become advocates 
of safety belt use. 

Child passenger protection laws requiring the use of child safety seats and 
belt systems are in place in all 50 States and the District of Columbia. Cor
rectly used, child safety seats are highly effective, reducing the risk of fatal
ity by about 70 percent and serious injury by about 67 percent. Among chil
dren under four, these seats saved about 200 lives in 1986. 

Still, the effectiveness of child safety seats can be greatly impaired when 
they are not installed or used properly. With 100 percent correct use, these 
seats could save about 500 lives a year. Parents should follow the manufac
turer's instructions carefully and inspect the seat regularly to make sure it 
is installed correctly and used on every trip. With added concern for the 
proper installation and consistent use of these safety devices, we can elimi-
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