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Proclamation 6001 of July 26,1989 

National Week of Recognition and Remembrance for -— 
Those Who Served in the Korean War, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America « > 
A Proclamation 
In 1950, at the beginning of the post-World War II economic boom, 
America suddenly found itself engaged in another war. This time the 
enemy was communism, and the battlefield was Korea. America's men 
and women in imifonn left their mark in history once again and added 
another litany of imfamiliar names to the list of places where Ameri
cans have fought and died to defend freedom—names like Pork Chop 
Hill, Inchon, and the Pusan Perimeter. 

When the communist army of North Korea invaded and attacked the 
Republic of Korea to the south, it was the beginning of an armed hostil
ity that would eventually involve 21 nations and continue for more 
than 3 years. Taking the lead in attempting to restore freedom and in
dependence to the people of Korea was the United States of America. 

In order to reclaim the territorial integrity of South Korea, a United Na
tions command was created with the United States serving as the exec
utive agent. Twenty other member nations provided military contin
gents to serve under the United Nations banner. 

The United States' deep commitment to freedom was demonsfrated by 
the niunber of Americans who served and sacrificed in this bloody con
flict. Over 5,700,000 American service men and women were involved 
directly or indirectly in the war; 54,246 Americans made the supreme 
sacrifice, dying so that others might be free. Over 100,000 were wound
ed, and still thousands of others were captured and endured starvation, 
disease, and physical and psychological tortiu'e. 

Although the Korean War has been known as America's "Forgotten 
War," those who served have never forgotten, and our Nation must 
never forget the great price these men and women paid for the cause of 
liberty and the right of self-determination. 

Soon a magnificent monument will be raised on the grounds of the Mall 
in Washington. The 38 figiu:'es that will march silently for all eternity 
across that panorama will honor, in eloquent fashion, all who served in 
the Korean War. 

In respect, gratitude, and recognition of those Americans who served in 
the Axmed Forces during the Korean War, the Congress, by Senate 
Joint Resolution 85, has designated the week beginning July 24, 1989, as 
"National Week of Recognition and Remembrance for Those Who 
Served in the Korean War" and has authorized and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of this occasion. 

NOW. THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning July 24, 1989, as 
National Week of Recognition and Remembrance for Those Who 
Served in the Korean War. I urge the press, radio, television, and all 
information media to observe the week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. Further, I direct all departments and agencies of the 
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United States and urge interested organizations, groups, and individ
uals to fly the American flag at half-staff on July 27, 1989, in honor of 
those Americans who died as a result of their service in Korea. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6002 of July 28,1989 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Freedom is precious because it has been won for America at a very 
high price. Much of its cost has been borne by the brave and selfless 
members of our Armed Forces. Few Americans could more fully appre
ciate the value of liberty and self-government than those servicemen 
who were captiu-ed and imprisoned while defending those ideals. Many 
of these Americans were subjected to brutal treatment and torture by 
their captors in violation of fundamental standards of morality and 
international codes for the treatment of war prisoners. Many never sur
vived. 

The courage, faith, and devotion to duty demonstrated by these serv
icemen who risked their freedom—^indeed, their lives—for ovu* sake has 
moved the hearts of all Americans. Our Nation will not forget these 
heroes and the tremendous sacrifices they made for oiu* coimtry, nor 
will we forget our obligation to their families. All Americans recognize 
the profound suffering of those who continue to await word of their 
loved ones' fate. 

The U.S. commitment to securing the release of any U.S. servicemen 
who may still be held against their will, to obtaining the fullest possi
ble accoimting for the missing, and to repatriation of all recoverable 
American remains, is unshakable. Because this Nation recognizes the 
dignity and worth of every individual and the inestimable value of 
every human life, we will not allow oxu- POWs and MIAs to become 
lost to us. We shall continue to seek the truth about their fate and to 
ensure the peace of certainty for their families. The fullest possible ac-
coimting for the missing will continue to be a matter of highest priority. 

In March, a POW/MIA Flag was raised in the Capitol Rotimda as a 
symbol of our Nation's concern for those servicemen who remain miss
ing and unaccoimted for, and as an expression of oiu* determination to 
obtain a full and satisfactory accoimting for them. That flag shall 
remain on display there until the POW/MIA issue is thus resolved. 

To reaffirm oiu* promise to keep faith with America's missing service
men and their families, the POW/MIA Flag will be flown over the 
White House, the Departments of State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs, 
the Selective Service System headquarters, and the Vietnam Veterans 
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