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During the past 200 years, our Nation's patent and copyright laws have, 
as Abraham Lincohi once observed, "added the fuel of interest to the 
fire of genius." American inventors have left their mark on industry 
and everyday life, and the world's history books include their names 
alongside those of other great pioneers. 0\u: standard of living, which is 
in part the result of American technology and innovation, has long 
been the highest in the world. 

Advances in technology have also produced new forms of authorship, 
and we have expanded our copyright laws accordingly. Copyright pro
tection now covers such works as photographs, phonograms, motion 
pictiu'es, and computer programs. These changes have enabled fledgling 
enterprises to become enduring industries. The success of new indus
tries has, in turn, given aspiring authors, inventors, and artists greater 
faith in their dreams and further incentive to share the fruits of their 
talents with others. 

As our patent and copyright laws enter their 3rd century, it is fitting 
that we recognize the role they have played in the scientific, economic, 
and cultxu-al development of our Nation. On this occasion, it is also fit
ting that we encourage America's young people to follow in the foot
steps of the many inventors and artists who have enriched our lives 
with their vision and creativity. 

In recognition of the importance of the patent and copyright laws to the 
United States, the Congress, by Public Law 99-523, has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a proclamation commemorating the bi
centennial anniversary of the first patent and copyright laws. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH. President of the United States 
of America, do hereby call upon the people of the United States to 
foster recognition of the importance of oiu" patent and copyright sys
tems through appropriate educational and cultm-al programs and activi
ties during 1990, the bicentennial year of our Nation's first patent and 
copyright laws. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fifteenth 
day of August, in the year of oiu" Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
hundred and foiu-teenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6014 of August 29,1989 

World War II Remembrance Week, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Fifty years ago, on September 1, 1939, the proud nation of Poland was 
invaded by forces fi-om Nazi Germany, marking the end of its inde
pendence and the beginning of World War II. Poland suffered a second 
devastating blow 16 days later, when Soviet forces invaded fi'om the 
East. In a secret protocol to the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact signed the 
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previous month, Nazi Gennany and the Soviet Union had plotted the 
conquest and partition of Poland and the Baltic States. 

While many of the events that took place during the fateful month of 
September 1939 and the 6 turbulent years that followed might seem 
remote today, it is our duty—to future generations and to those who 
bravely defended the cause of freedom—to remember them. By recall
ing these events, we remind ourselves that real and lasting peace can 
be won only when the rights and dignity of all human beings are cher
ished and protected. 

During World War II, the United States and its allies were engaged in 
nothing less than a life-and-death struggle for the fate of millions of 
people. Totalitarian regimes in Germany, Italy, and Japan—intent on 
regional hegemony and even world domination—^posed a threat to all 
free and sovereign nations. The imperialist aims and racist policies of 
the government of Nazi Germany and some of its allies resulted in the 
deaUis of millions of innocent men, women, and children—including six 
miUion Jews. By the end of the 6-year-long war, more than 15 million 
combatants and 24 million noncombatants had been killed. Many of 
these casualties occurred among the people of the U.S.S.R., whose sac
rifices were instrumental in securing the Allied victory. The enormous 
costs of this fight against tyraimy can never be forgotten. 

Today, the principles that motivated the Western Allies during World 
War II continue to demonsfrate their undeniable appeal. The history of 
the Federal Republic of Gennany is now a moving testament to the 
power of democratic ideas, the wisdom of West Germany's post-war 
leaders, and the talent and resilience of the German people. Today the 
Federal Republic is among America's closest allies, and a champion of 
human rights, democracy, and freedom. 

The people of Eastern Euurope have continued to struggle for freedom 
and their right to self-determination. With courage and persistence the 
Polish and Hungarian people have begun a democratic fransition in 
their countries. 

The United States welcomes positive changes in Poland and Hungary— 
and in the Soviet Union itself. Nevertheless, we realize that the goals 
fought for during World War II have not been fully won. We stand 
with those peoples who continue to struggle for representative govern
ment and complete and lasting guarantees of their God-given rights. 
We look to a Europe whole and free. 

Today, as we recall the grave events of September 1, 1939, and the 
years of bitter conflict that followed, let us pause to salute our Nation's 
veterans, the hundreds of thousands of Americans who gave their lives, 
and the millions of civilians who rallied to support the cause of free
dom. Their coiu'age and selflessness—^reflected day after day in acts of 
great personal sacrifice— l̂ed the way to victory. Let us also rededicate 
ourselves to promoting freedom and respect for human rights aroimd 
the world, for they are the only sure foimdation for lasting peace. 

To commemorate the 50th anniversary of the outbreak of World War II, 
the Congress, by House Joint Resolution 221, has designated the week 
beginning September 1, 1989, as "World War II Remembrance Week" 
and has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of this occasion. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby designate the week beginning September 1,1989, 
as World War 11 Remembrance Week. I ask all Americans to join in 
remembering and reflecting upon this conflict, which changed forever 
the history of mankind. I also call upon government officials and pri
vate organizations to observe this week with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-
ninth day of August, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two himdred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6015 of September 5,1989 

National Check-Up Week, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Many of the leading causes of death and disability in the United States 
are diseases that could be treated effectively— îf detected early. That is 
why periodic medical examinations are important for all Americans. 

Heart disease, which claims the lives of more than 500,000 Americans 
each year and represents the leading cause of death in our country, can 
be reduced in severity or even prevented through such measiu-es as the 
control of high blood pressure and the maintenance of a healthy diet. 
In fact, improved treatment for high blood pressure has reduced die fre
quency of strokes in the United States to one-half the rate recorded 
during the early 1970's. The first step in identifying and treating such a 
health risk as high blood pressure is often a routine medical check-up. 

Similarly, medical science has shown that the early detection of some 
forms of cancer—long before symptoms develop—can save lives. For 
example, deaths in this coimtry from cancer of the cervix have fallen 
dramatically since 1950, due, in part, to routine screening tests per
formed by doctors. The prognosis for victims of other forms of cancer, 
such as breast cancer, can also be improved when the disease is de
tected early through periodic medical check-ups. 

In addition to the early detection of illness, regular medical check-ups 
play an important role in disease prevention. For example, highly effec
tive vaccines administered to yoimg children have led to the virtual 
elimination of certain childhood diseases, such as polio, that were 
common afflictions only one generation ago. 

In recent years, it has become increasingly clear that many diseases 
and other health problems can be prevented simply through changes in 
personal behavior. Refraining from smoking, improving one's diet, safe 
sexual practices, and avoidance of drug and alcohol abuse are some of 
the many measures that can help reduce one's risk of illness and 
injiiry. The medical check-up provides an important opportujiity for the 
doctor and patient to discuss these behaviors. It is an ideal setting for 
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