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In honor of Leif Erikson and the heritage of America's Nordic people, 
the Congress, by joint resolution approved on September 2, 1964 (78 
Stat. 849, 36 U.S.C. 169c}, has authorized the President to proclaim Oc
tober 9 of each year as "Leif Erikson Day." 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 9, 1989, as Leif Erikson Day, 
and I direct the appropriate government officials to display the flag of 
the United States on all government buildings on that day. I also invite 
the people of the United States to honor Leif Erikson and om- Nordic-
American heritage by holding appropriate exercises and ceremonies in 
suitable places throughout our land. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixth day 
of October, in the year of oiu" Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him-
dred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6042 of October 10,1989 

National School Lunch Week, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

For more than 4 decades, the National School Lunch Program has 
helped to promote the health and well-being of the Nation's schoolchil
dren. Since 1946, the cooperative efforts of State governments and local 
commimities have brought needed Federal food assistance to children 
throughout the United States. Each day, more than 22 million students 
in over 90,000 schools receive nutritious, well-balanced lujiches though 
this effective program. 

Parents, teachers, school officials, commimity leaders, food service spe
cialists, and the students themselves have all played important roles in 
supporting the program and contributing to its improvement. National 
School Lunch Week provides all of us with the opportimity to acknowl
edge their efforts, as well as the vision and concern of the many per
sons associated with the program throughout the years. Their dedica
tion and cooperation have been A t̂al to the program's success. 

By joint resolution approved October 9, 1962 (Public Law 87-780], the 
Congress designated the week beginning on the second Simday of Oc
tober in each year as "National School Lunch Week" and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation in observance of that week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning October 8, 1989, as 
National School Lunch Week, and I call upon all Americans to recog
nize those individuals at the State and local levels whose efforts con
tribute so much to the success of this valuable program. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and eighty-nine. 
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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and fourteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6043 of October 11,1989 

National Domestic Violence Awareness Montii, 1989 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Today, far too many American famiUes, whose lives and homes should 
be blessed by tranquility and security, dwell instead under the terrify
ing shadow of domestic violence. Domestic violence is not just a series 
of simple disputes or family quarrels. It is not just an isolated incident 
or private matter to be quietly settled, forgiven, and forgotten. Domes
tic violence is a serious crime that tears at the fabric of the American 
family. 

Each year, hundreds of thousands of Americans—^Americans of every 
age, race, and gender, and from every social, religious, and economic 
background—are harmed in their homes by a loved one. It is estimated 
that one-third of all domestic violence incidents involve felonies, in
cluding rape, aggravated assault, and robbery. Domestic violence is the 
single largest cause of injury to women in the United States, and re
search has shown that persons who engage in one form of family vio
lence are likely to engage in others. Researchers are just beginning to 
understand the extent of injiuies suffered by men as a result of domes
tic violence, particularly in their advanced years. 

The suffering of those children who are abused, or who witness inci
dents of domestic violence, is inestimable. Domestic violence deprives 
these little ones of the innocence, joy, and security of childhood—and 
nothing can replace their loss. 

In recent years, the nimiber of shelters and safehouses for battered 
adults and children has increased dramatically. This month, we recog
nize the dedicated professionals and volimteers who provide these 
vital services to the victims of domestic violence. These generous, 
hard-working men and women merit our respect and gratitude. 

However, because many abused individuals continue to need assist
ance, we must also recognize the importance of supporting private, and 
public efforts to aid victims of domestic violence. Public awareness and 
understanding of th^ needs of battered adults and children must be in
creased. This month, let us renew our determination to learn more 
about the problem of domestic violence and how each of us can help 
bring an end to it. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 133, has designated October 
1989 as "National Domestic Violence Awareness Month" and has au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ
ance of this month. 

NOW, THEREFORE. I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 1989 as National Domestic Vi-
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