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Proclamation 6075 of November 21,1989 

National Family Week, 1989 and 1990 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

As individuals, we find in our families a sense of identity, purpose, and 
security. As a Nation, we find in our families the vision and strength 
we need to remain a truly fi-ee and just society. 

A family is more than a group of individuals related by blood, mar
riage, or adoption—a family is a community of persons united by their 
love and their commitment to one another. It is through family life that 
our Nation's most cherished values and traditions are passed from one 
generation to the next. Through oiu" experience as members of a family, 
we leam important lessons about love and faith, duty and fidelity, per
sonal responsibility and concern for others. Because those lessons are 
conveyed to the commimity at large, and because the family gives us a 
model of hirnian relationships after which all other social institutions 
are fashioned, the strength and integrity of the family are vital to our 
well-being as a Nation. 

Over the years, the family has withstood every assault upon it. It has 
endiu-ed in societies where rulers have sought to subject individuals to 
the collectivism of the state, and it has stirvived more subtle attempts 
to distort or belittle its value as an institution. As one expert on public 
policy and the family has so eloquently expressed it, "It is as if the 
family, as the fundamental reality of hiunan society, is the small but 
stubborn rock that breaks the ideologues' plow of abstractions about 
human natiire." 

While the family is the most resilient and endiuing of all hiunan institu
tions, it needs protection and encoiu-agement. Today, our Nation is con-
fi'onted by problems that are, in large part, consequences of the break
down of the traditional family. Drug abuse, child abuse, domestic vio
lence, illegitimacy, teen pregnancy, and poverty cost the United States 
billions of dollars each year in social programs alone. But the waste in 
dollars pales before the most tragic loss—the waste of human spirit 
and potential. 

As a Nation, we must remain committed to policies and programs that 
recognize and reinforce the family as the primary source of love and 
support that every individual needs. We must ensiu-e that our families 
enjoy the benefits of economic opportimity and political representation, 
and we must recognize that parents have primary authority in the edu
cation of their children. American families need and deserve a cultural 
and legal framework that encourages and supports stable marriages 
and family life. 

In the inimitable shelter of home and family, we leam how to give and 
receive love. There we discover the inestimable worth and imalienable 
rights God has granted each of us; and there we discover the responsi
bilities we have toward others. Thus, the integrity of the family is es
sential to otu- ability to remain a strong and stable Nation. During Na
tional Family Week, we renew oiu* determination to strengthen and 
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support the American family. Our children's future, and the future of 
the United States, depend on it. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 117 (Public Law 101-111), has 
designated the week of November 19 through November 25, 1989, and 
the week of November 18 through November 24, 1990, as "National 
Family Week" and has authorized and requested the President to issue 
a proclamation in observance of these weeks. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the weeks of November 19, 1989, and 
November 18,1990, as National Family Week. I invite the Governors of 
the several States, the chief officials of local governments, and the 
people of the United States to observe this week with appropriate cere
monies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-
nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and fourteenth. 

'•'''^ ' " " GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6076 of November 21,1989 -i ^ > 

National Adoption Week, 1989 ^̂  '̂ 

By the President of the United States of America '• ' - ' .,*.••-, 
A Proclamation 

During this week of Thanksgiving, most of us will gather with our fami
lies to offer thanks to God, not only for His gift of life but also for the 
many blessings we enjoy as individuals and as a Nation. Tragically, 
however, thousands of American children do not have a family to call 
their own Uiis Thanksgiving. These are children waiting to be adopted. 

Adoption is a generous and loving act that benefits everyone involved: 
the little ones who need a permanent home, the couples hoping to 
become parents, and the young women who face a crisis pregnancy. 
Each year, many babies are given the chance to be loved when their 
mothers choose adoption over abortion. Each year, some 60,000 chil
dren in the United States are adopted. However, some 30,000 children 
who are legally available for adoption still wait in foster care for a 
family of their own. Many of these are children with special needs— 
children who have physical, mental, or emotional disabilities; older 
children; minority children; and children with siblings who need to be 
adopted by the same family. All of these children, however, have a 
wealth of love to share with their adoptive families. Encouraging their 
adoption is worthy of our greatest commitment. 

Adoption provides a loving family and a lasting home to children who 
may have neither. It also can help address some of the most pressing 
issues facing our Nation today; issues such as teen pregnancy, welfare 
dependency, drug addiction, and child abuse. 

Many Americans longing for a child are willing to adopt, yet they, too, 
wait. We must eliminate the public and private barriers to adoption op-
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