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Proclamation 6340 of September 27,1991 

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

When we Americans celebrate Thanksgiving later this fall, most of us 
will be able to count home and family among our greatest blessings. 
Tragically, however, far too many of our fellow citizens have been 
denied the joys of a happy home as a result of domestic violence. 

Domestic violence not only inflicts great physical pain and suffering 
but also undermines the very fabric of society. A tragic betrayal of per
sonal trust and responsibility, it strikes at the fundamental bonds of 
family life—bonds that, in turn, hold together any truly stable commu
nity and nation. Thus, domestic violence cannot be dismissed as a 
simply "private" matter. Its impact warrants the attention and concern 
of all Americans. 

Domestic violence is not limited to any one group; it affects individuals 
and families from every race and every walk of life. Neither is it just a 
series of hostile exchanges or the kind of simple quarrels that can 
occiu" from time to time in every family. On the contrary, domestic vio
lence is a serious and destructive pattern of behavior that can lead to 
injury and death. 

The Department of Health and Human Services reports that domestic 
violence is already the largest cause of injury to women in the United 
States, and that its incidence is rising. Other victims include the elder
ly, as well as abused and neglected children. Youngsters who suffer or 
simply witness domestic violence may carry emotional scars for a life
time. Those scars can lead to vicious cycles of abuse and despair. 

Fortunately, we have made progress in our campaign to end the trage
dy of domestic violence. During the past decade, we have taken great 
strides in coordinating Federal support with local and private-sector ef
forts to expand prevention services—particularly in areas that have 
been traditionally underserved. We have also promoted greater coordi
nation of services for abused spouses and their children, thereby help
ing to meet long-term needs—such as substance abuse treatment, child 
care, and counseling—as well as immediate needs for shelter. Of 
course, because domestic violence poses such a grave threat to individ
uals and families, we still have more work to do. 

Every autumn since 1985, we have set aside National Domestic Vio
lence Awareness Month as a time to reflect on this problem and on 
ways that we can assist its victims. This year, let us recognize the 
many dedicated volunteers and professionals who offer shelter and 
support to the victims of domestic violence. Let us also strive to learn 
more about domestic violence and how each of us can help bring an 
end to it. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 73, has designated October 
1991 as "National Domestic Violence Awareness Month" and has au
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observ
ance of this month. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I. GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 1991 as National Domestic Vi
olence Awareness Month. I urge all Americans to observe this month 
with appropriate programs and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-sev
enth day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-one, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6341 of September 27,1991 

National Forest Products Week, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Ever since this country's earliest inhabitants hunted game and gathered 
food in their deep shade, America's forests have provided man with 
vital sustenance, as well as wood for fuel and shelter. During National 
Forest Products Week, we reflect on the continuing importance of our 
Nation's forests and remind ourselves of the need to manage them with 
care. 

From oiu" celebrated national forests to our prized State parks, from our 
vast industrial timberlands to the small, privately owned woodlots of 
rural America, our coimtry's forests provide a wealth of benefits. Vari
ous species of plants and animals thrive on these rich tracts of land. 
Individuals and families find in them a wonderful setting for camping 
and other recreational activities. Yet our forests provide more than 
habitat for wildlife and beauty for the eye. Wood and wood products 
are used to make a multitude of products, from the floors beneath our 
feet to the roofs over om* heads. All of our paper products come from 
wood—everything from the newspapers that help us stay informed to 
the stationery that helps us stay in touch with family, friends, and co
workers. 

While today's antiques remind us that fumitiu'e made from wood can 
last for generations, scientists are demonstrating how wood products 
and derivatives can shape the look of tomorrow. 

The development and use of forest products not only affect our person
al comfort and well-being on a daily basis but also contribute substan
tially to our Nation's economy. According to the Department of the In
terior, the forest industry employs nearly 1.6 million men and women, 
who together earn almost $43.6 billion in annual wages. 

Given their contributions to om- economy and to the livelihood of 
countless individuals and families, we must remember that om* Nation's 
magnificent forests are, in many ways, precious and fragile. Trees can 
be destroyed needlessly by disease, by forest fires and other natural 
disasters, and by human carelessness. If we are to continue to meet a 
variety of consumer needs, our forests must be protected and renewed. 
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