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and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6370 of November 8,1991 

National Poison Prevention Week, 1992 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
For more than three decades, we Americans have observed National 
Poison Prevention Week as part of a concerted, nationwide campaign 
to reduce the number of accidental poisoning deaths among children. 
This annual observance, coupled with our year-round efforts in both 
the public and private sectors, has helped to save lives: during the past 
30 years, the number of poisoning deaths among children imder 5 years 
of age has declined markedly, from 450 in 1961 to 42 in 1988. 

This "success story" certainly merits celebration. However, because 
the loss of even one child is more than any family can bear and more 
than our Nation should tolerate, we must continue to alert the public 
about the need for poison prevention. 

Leading that effort today is the Poison Prevention Week Council, a coa
lition of 37 national organizations that are determined to protect the 
health and safety of our most vulnerable citizens. The Council, which 
embodies our public-private partnership for poison prevention, coordi
nates the annual observance of National Poison Prevention Week. It 
also distributes lifesaving information and encourages local poison con
trol centers, pharmacies, health departments, and other agencies to 
conduct poison prevention programs. The United States Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, which each year provides a member to 
serve as Secretary of the Poison Prevention Week Council, helps to 
direct this important public health campaign to prevent childhood poi
sonings. It is a truly national effort, enlisting the help of parents, health 
professionals, educators, and government officials, as well as members 
of industry and the media. 

Poison prevention awareness has saved lives, but there is more to do. 
The American Association of Poison Control Centers reports that 
almost 1 million children are exposed each year to potentially poison
ous medicines or household chemicals. We must continue to warn par
ents, grandparents, and other adults about the threat of childhood poi
soning and encourage them to adopt safety measures. We can take a 
simple yet vital step to prevent accidental poisonings by using child-
resistant closiu-es and by keeping medicines and household chemicals 
out of the reach of children. 

To encourage all Americans to learn more about the dangers of acci
dental poisonings and to take more preventative measures, the Con
gress, by a joint resolution approved September 26, 1961 (75 Stat. 681), 
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation 
designating the third week of March of each year as National Poison 
Prevention Week. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning March 15, 1992, as 
National Poison Prevention Week. I call upon all Americans to observe 
this week by participating in appropriate programs and activities and 
by learning how to prevent accidental poisonings among children. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighth day 
of November, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-one, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and sixteenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6371 of November 12,1991 

National Women Veterans Recognition Week, 1991 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Earlier this year, some 35,000 American service women played highly 
visible roles in ensuring the success of our military operations in the 
Persian Gulf. While we celebrate their outstanding contributions—and 
those of their counterparts here at home and at bases around the 
world—we do well to remember that women have been an invaluable 
part of the United States Armed Forces for generations. 

Since the earliest days of our Republic, women have written many im
portant pages in American military history, often accepting great risks 
and sacrifices for the sake of others. During the Revolutionary War and 
later during the Civil War, thousands of women provided compassion
ate aid to sick and wounded soldiers. Many other women served as 
scouts and couriers, and a nmnber of historical accounts relate the sto
ries of women who disguised themselves as men in order to join in the 
fighting. During the Spanish American War, women nurses waged a 
valiant battle against an epidemic of typhoid fever in Army camps. 
Their work so impressed the Congress that it established the Nurses 
Corps as a permanent auxiliary of the Army. By World War I, the 
Navy and the Coast Guard were also accepting women volunteers. 

When World War II required the total commitment of this Nation's will 
and resources, women achieved full military status in the Women's 
Army Corps and in the Navy's WAVES. The Coast Guard and the Ma
rines followed suit in accepting women enlistees, and the Women's Air 
Force Service Pilots was formed to ferry military aircraft. 

During the half century since World War II, women have continued to 
be an invaluable part of our Nation's armed forces. From Korea and 
Vietnam to places such as Panama and the Persian Gulf, American 
service women have consistently demonstrated the extraordinary cour
age, patriotism, and skill that we have come to expect of this country's 
military personnel. Some have been wounded, and others have made 
the ultimate sacrifice, in the line of duty. 

Over the years, the number of women in our armed forces has steadily 
increased. Today nearly one and one quarter million women stand 
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