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Proclamation 6514 of December 9,1992 

Religious Freedom Day, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
We Americans have long cherished our identity as one Nation imder 
God. To this day American law and institutions have been shaped by 
a view of man tiiat recognizes the inherent rights and dignity of indi
viduals. The Framers of our Government shared this view, and they 
never forgot the political and religious persecution that had forced 
their ancestors to flee Europe. Thus, it is not surprising that the first 
of all freedoms eniunerated in our Bill of Rights is freedom of religion. 
The first amendment to our Constitution states that "Congress shall 
make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof." 

As we reflect on our Constitution and Bill of Rights, we do well to ac
knowledge our debt to Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. These 
two men were instnunental in establishing the American tradition of 
religious liberty and tolerance. Thomas Jefferson articulated the idea of 
religious liberty in his 1777 draft Bill for Establishing Religious Free
dom in Virginia. In that bill, he wrote: 

. . . all men shall be free to profess, and by argument to main
tain, their opinion in matters of religion, and that the same shall 
in no vdse 

. . . affect their civil capacities. 

James Madison later introduced and championed this bill in the Vir
ginia House of Delegates, where it passed in 1786. Following the Fed
eral Constitutional Convention of 1787, James Madison led the way in 
drafting our Bill of Rights. 

The religious freedom that James Madison and Thomas Jefferson 
helped to secure for us has been integral to the preservation and devel
opment of the United States. Over the years the exercise of our reli
gious freedom has been instrumental in preserving the faith and the 
traditional values that are this Nation's greatest strengths. Moreover, 
the free exercise of religion goes hand in hand with the preservation 
of our other rights. As Thomas Jefferson noted, the first amendment 
"guard[s] in the same sentence, and under the same words, the free
dom of religion, of speech, and of the press; insomuch as that whatever 
violates either throws down the sanctuary which covers the others." 
That sanctuary is the spirit of life, liberty, truth, and justice. 

hi that spirit, the United States has continued to champion religious 
liberty and tolerance around the world. We decry as reprehensible the 
persecution of ethnic and religious minorities, and we likewise con
demn the resurgence of anti-Semitism and other forms of religious big
otry. The United States calls on all nations to respect the fundamental 
rights of individuals, in accordance with international hiunan rights 
agreements and in recognition of the direct and inexorable relationship 
between freedom and justice and the achievement of lasting peace in 
the world. 
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The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 457, has designated January 
16, 1993, as "Religious Freedom Day" and has requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim January 16, 1993, as Religious Free
dom Day. I urge all Americans to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities in their homes, schools, and places of wor
ship as an expression of our gratitude for the blessings of liberty and 
as a sign of our resolve to protect and preserve them. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this ninth day 
of December, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-two, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two him-
dred and seventeenth. 

GEORGE BUSH 

Proclamation 6515 of December 16,1992 

To Modify the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States, To Extend Tariff Reductions on Certain Tropical 
Products, To Reduce Duties on Peach, Apricot, 
Raspberry, or Cherry Jams, and for Other Purposes 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
1. Section 1205(a) of the Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988 ("1988 Act") (19 U.S.C. 3005(a)) directs the United States Inter
national Trade Commission ("Commission") to keep the Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule of the United States ("HTS") under continuous review 
and periodically to recommend to the President such modifications to 
the HTS as the Commission considers necessary or appropriate. Sec
tion 1205(a) sets forth five categories of such potential modifications 
to the HTS, including changes to conform the HTS with amendments 
made to the International Convention on the Harmonized Commodity 
Description and Coding System ("Convention"), to promote the imi-
form application of the Convention and its Annex, to ensure that the 
HTS is kept up-to-date in light of changes in technology or in patterns 
of international trade, to alleviate unnecessary administrative burdens, 
and to make technical rectifications. 

2. Section 1205(d) of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 3005(d)) provides that the 
Commission may not recommend any modification imless it is consist
ent with the Convention and that any amendment thereto rec
ommended for adoption is consistent with sound nomenclature prin
ciples, ensures substantial rate neutrality, and does not alter existing 
conditions of competition for the affected United States industry, labor, 
or trade. Section 1205(d) further provides that any change to a rate of 
duty must be consequent to, or necessitated by, nomenclature modi
fications that are recommended under this section. 

3. Pursuant to section 1205(b) of the 1988 Act (19 U.S.C. 3005(b)), the 
Commission instituted Investigations Nos. 1205-1 and 1205-2. The 
Conunission included in its notices of investigation the proposed 
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