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Proclamation 6617 of October 21,1993 

National Consumers Week, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
More than ever, as a Nation and as individual consumers, we need to 
make every dollar coimt. Yet, despite the consumer-oriented quality of 
the U.S. marketplace and the concerted efforts of our law enforcement 
agencies, marketplace fraud drains at least $100 billion from the econ
omy every year. The loss is not just in dollars, but in consumer con
fidence—^the driving force behind a strong economy. 

Fraud has the greatest impact on the most vulnerable consumers. No 
one, rich or poor, yoimg or old, literate or illiterate, English-speaking 
or foreign-speaking, able-bodied or disabled, is exempt. What's more, 
in this electronic global marketplace, fraud has become a "borderless 
crime" that affects consumers around the world. 

Since 1982, the President has designated one week of the year to spot
light consiuner education as a vital tool in helping consumers make 
smart shopping decisions. This year, during "National Consiuners 
Week," the focus is on fraud. Consumers can protect their resources 
and end the costly drain on the economy by knowing how to spot the 
signs of fraud and where to turn when they suspect fraud. 

If you believe that you have been defrauded, the Better Business Bu
reau, representatives of Federal, State, and local governments, and 
even the media can help you. Exposing fraud not only helps you, but 
it can help prevent others from becoming victims in the futiu-e. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week 
beginning October 24, 1993, as National Consiuners Week. I urge busi
ness leaders, educators, professionals, public officials, consumer lead
ers, and members of the media to observe this week with appropriate 
activities that emphasize the important role smart consumers play in 
keeping our markets open, competitive, fair, and honest. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-first 
day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
three, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and eighteenth. 

WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6618 of October 23, 1993 

United Nations Day, 1993 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As the world continues to experience sweeping change after the end 
of the Cold War, it is increasingly important that we rededicate our-
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selves to the uplifting principles of the United Nations Charter and to 
the hard work of bringing those principles closer to reality. Secretary 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali lists development, peace, and democ
racy as the overriding goals of the United Nations. On the 48th anni
versary of the founding of the United Nations, the United States must 
continue its work in cooperation with the United Nations to bring 
these principles closer to reality. 
America alone is responsible for protecting its own vital interests. But 
many of the concerns we have about political, military, economic, and 
environmental challenges aroimd the world are shared by other states. 
By working with the United Nations, and by doing all we can in asso
ciation with like-minded governments to reform and energize it, we 
can advance our own interests and, at the same time, strengthen the 
ties that bind the international commimity. 

The United Nations has often been on the front lines of efforts to deter, 
contain, and put an end to the rash of ethnic and subnational conflicts 
that have erupted in the post-Cold War era. Despite limitations on its 
capabilities and resources, the United Nations has the potential to be 
a resolute force for peace and democracy. In troubled areas around the 
globe, UN peacekeepers and observers are repatriating refugees; clear
ing land mines; monitoring elections; caring for victims of violence; 
helping protect human rights; arranging and monitoring ceasefires; and 
helping to construct democratic institutions where anarchy once pre
vailed. 

Efforts of the United Nations have contributed greatly to the birth of 
a democratic Namibia, have helped bring an end to the civil war in El 
Salvador, and have created the conditions imder which the Cambodian 
people could form a government legitimized by free elections and a 
new constitution. In Somalia, the United States and the UN have 
worked together to save himdreds of thousands of lives threatened by 
anarchy-induced famine. In Bosnia, the UN's hmnanitarian relief effort 
has been sustained under dangerous and frustrating conditions. In 
many nations, particularly in Africa, UN operations are working to fa
cilitate the transition from civil conflicts to peaceful development. 

The cause of peace is linked to the need for inclusive and lasting eco
nomic growth that gives more and more people a stake in stability and 
a voice in decisions that affect their lives. America's interest in enlarg
ing the world's commimity of market democracies is echoed in the Pre
amble of the UN Charter, which calls for "social progress and better 
standards of life in larger freedom." 

The United States applauds the work of a variety of UN programs and 
agencies that promote development and coimter the hardships of pov
erty, homelessness, and disease. The UN High Commissioner for Refu
gees, whose workload has regrettably increased in recent years; the 
World Health Organization, whose responsibility it is to halt the dead
ly spread of AIDS; and the UN Development Program, which is being 
reinvigorated imder new leadership, all deserve special recognition for 
their momentous achievements in the face of enormous obstacles. 

Despite the efforts of the many dedicated public servants at the United 
Nations, there remains an indent need to improve the management of 
the UN system in order to make it more efficient, effective, and ac
countable. The United States is working actively with UN officials and 
with other governments on a nmnber of management-related initia-
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tives. The Secretary General is to be commended for recently establish
ing an office and appointing an Assistant Secretary General for Inspec
tions and Investigations. This is a useful first step, but more must be 
done to translate such steps into tangible results. 

It has been said that "all work that is worth anj^ing is done in faith." 
The United Nations was built on the profound faith that people from 
different backgrounds, creeds, races, and religions can live together 
peaceably and can pursue shared goals. That faith is the antithesis of 
the hatred we see in some parts of the world today and is the foimda-
tion upon which a future of trust and goodwill among all nations and 
peoples can be built. The United States has a bipartisan tradition, es
tablished long before the creation of the United Nations, of support for 
an international organization dedicated to social progress and the pres
ervation of world peace. As President, I intend to carry on that tradi
tion. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sunday, 
October 24, 1993, as "United Nations Day," and urge all Americans to 
acquaint themselves with the activities and accomplishments of the 
United Nations. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereimto set my hand this twenty-
third day of October, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-three, and of the Independence of the United States of America 
the two hundred and eighteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6619 of October 28,1993 

National Domestic Violence Awareness Month, 1993 and 
1994 ........... 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Home should be a place of warmth, imconditional love, tranquility, 
and security. And for most of us, home and family can, indeed, be 
counted among our greatest blessings. Tragically, for many Americans, 
these are blessings that are tarnished by violence and fear. 

Domestic violence is more than the occasional family dispute. Accord
ing to the Department of Health and Human Services, it is the single 
largest cause of injury to American women, affecting six million of all 
racial, cultural, and economic backgroimds. 

In our country, a woman is battered every 15 seconds, and 40 percent 
of female homicide victims in 1991 were killed by their husbands or 
boyfriends. Yet unbelievably, more than half of women in need of shel
ter may be tiurned away due to a lack of space. 

Women are not the only targets. Yoimg children and the elderly are 
also counted among the victims, and sadly, emotional scars are often 
permanent. ^ - - ; 
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