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crime bill seeks to provide grassroots programs like these the resources 
they need to push forward in their efforts and to succeed in their fight. 

In an invaluable victory for citizens across the country, the Congress 
passed, and I will soon sign, a crime bill that is designed to save the 
lives of children like Shavon and Robert. This path-breaking legislation 
will punish hardened young criminals by requiring stronger penalties, 
and it will expand the use of community boot camps, drug courts, and 
other alternative sanctions to stop first-time offenders from beginning 
a lifetime of crime. It bans 19 of the deadliest assault weapons, and 
it goes a long way toward keeping guns out of the hands of juveniles. 
With strong measures of discipline and training, drug treatment and 
education, this bill takes on the sickness of gangs and drugs and gives 
ovir young people a new chance at life. Ours is important work: It is 
about trying to save a generation of children and to secure the future 
life of a country. It is a job we can surely do. 

Ours remains the greatest Nation the world has ever known because we 
have not shied away from challenges. Rather, we have consistently 
sought to surmoimt them. The problem of gang violence is among the 
most profound we as a people have ever faced. We must respect our 
young people enough to give them a positive choice for the future. We 
must take responsibility for teaching them to choose what is right. The 
solutions are within our reach. The power to change America is within 
ourselves. Together, we must work to redeem the promise that every 
young life holds. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week 
of September 12 through September 16, 1994, as "National Gang Vio
lence Prevention Week." I call upon the people of the United States 
to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this tenth day 
of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-
four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two 
himdred and nineteenth. 

i . WILLL\M J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6718 of September 14,1994 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of America's participation in the 
largest single amphibious assault in history. Considered by many to be 
a tiu-ning point in the Second World War, the D-Day invasion at Nor
mandy serves as a clear reminder of our Nation's long-standing com
mitment to fight for the principles of democracy and to defeat the 
forces of oppression. 

We must always remember the dedication and sacrifice of our service 
men and women who, throughout our history, have risked their lives 
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to preserve freedom for future generations. As a Nation, we are forever 
indebted to these outstanding Americans for their selfless devotion to 
duty. In expressing our gratitude, we should also pause to recognize 
those patriots who were held as prisoners of war and those who re
main unaccounted for as a result of their heroic service. 

On September 16, 1994, the flag of the National League of POW/MIA 
Families, a black and white banner symbolizing America's missing, 
will be flown over the White House; the Capitol; the U.S. Departments 
of State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs; the Selective Service System 
headquarters; the Vietnam Veterans Memorial; and national cemeteries 
across the country. This flag is a powerful reminder to people every
where of our coimtry's firm resolve to achieve the fullest possible ac
counting of every member of the United States Armed Forces. 

On this day, we pay tribute to our missing service members and civil
ians. In their names, we reaffirm our national commitment to securing 
the return of all Americans who may be held against their will and to 
repatriating all recoverable remains of those who died in service to our 
country. That effort ranks among our highest and most solemn national 
priorities. America's heroes, and their families and loved ones, deserve 
no less. 

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 196, has designated Septem
ber 16, 1994, as "National POW/MIA Recognition Day" and has author
ized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance 
of this day. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby proclaim September 16, 1994, as National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day. I ask that every American take time to 
honor all former American POWs, as well as those service members 
and civilians still unaccounted for as a result of their service to our 
great Nation. I encourage the American people to recognize the families 
of these missing Americans for their ongoing dedication to seek the 
truth and for their determination to persevere through many long years 
of waiting. Finally, I call upon State and local officials and private or
ganizations to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activi
ties. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-four, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hxindred and nineteenth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 6719 of September 14, 1994 

National Hispanic Heritage Month, 1994 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As children across the country return to school this year, it is easy to 
see the vast diversity that defines America reflected in the sea of yoimg 
faces filling our classrooms. Our ancestors came from all comers of the 
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