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loss and whose suffering continues as long as their loved ones' fate re
mains unknown. 

On September 19, 1997, the flag of the National League of Families of 
American Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast Asia will be 
flown over the White House, the U.S. Capitol, the Departments of 
State, Defense, and Veterans Affairs, the Selective Service System 
Headquarters, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veter
ans Memorial, and national cemeteries across our country. This black 
and white banner, symbolizing America's missing, is a stark and pow
erful reminder to people around the world that our Nation will keep 
faith with those who have served and sacrificed; that we will not rest 
until we receive the fullest possible accounting of every American 
missing in service to our country. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, by virtue of the author
ity vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do 
hereby proclaim September 19, 1997, as National POW/MIA Recogni
tion Day. I ask all Americans to join me in honoring former American 
prisoners of war and those whose fate is still undetermined. I also en
courage the American people to remember with special sympathy and 
concern the courageous families who maintain their steadfast vigil and 
who persevere in their search for answers and for the peace that comes 
only with certainty. Finally, I call upon State and local officials and 
private organizations to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this sixteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7024 of September 19, 1997 

Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The American economy today is the envy of the world. Since the be
ginning of my Administration, our economy has created nearly 13 mil
lion new jobs, unemployment has declined to 4.9 percent, and America 
has once again become the world's leading exporter. 

Minority entrepreneurs have played a vital role in this success story. 
With their faith in our free enterprise system, their determination to 
overcome any barriers to success, their willingness to work long and 
hard and to make the most of every opportunity, they epitomize the 
American can-do spirit. They create jobs in communities where jobs 
are most needed, and they set a powerful example of achievement for 
young people seeking to make the most of their lives. 

In the years ahead, these minority business men and business women 
will become increasingly important to our Nation's competitive edge in 
the global economy, which will offer great rewards to those who truly 
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understand life beyond our borders. Because of their racial, linguistic, 
and cultural diversity, minority entrepreneurs are uniquely positioned 
to meet the needs of this dynamic international marketplace. 

Recognizing the contributions that minority enterprises make to the so
cial and economic fabric of our Nation, we must continue to remove 
any barriers that prevent talented men and women of every racial and 
ethnic background from participating fully in America's economic 
mainstream. Working in partnership, government and private industry 
must ensure that minority-owned firms have equal access to capital, 
technical assistance, new markets, and opportunities for growth. We 
must attract new entrepreneurs to the marketplace and encourage exist
ing firms to expand. By doing so, we can ensure that America's prom
ise will continue to shine brightly for all our people. 

As we observe Minority Enterprise Development Week, let us honor 
the energy, determination, and optimism of our Nation's minority en
trepreneurs, whose hard work has done so much to help keep America 
strong, prosperous, and full of hope for the future. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
21 through September 27, 1997, as Minority Enterprise Development 
Week. I call on all Americans to commemorate this event with appro
priate ceremonies and activities in acknowledgment of the many con
tributions that minority entrepreneurs bring to our national life. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two himdred and twenty-second. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7025 of September 19,1997 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week, 1997 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
We are a few short years away from the dawn of the 21st century, yet 
much of the challenge and change we have been anticipating is already 
upon us. We are competing today in a truly global economy, an econ
omy based on information and technology as well as agriculture and 
industry. We are living in the age of the information revolution, the era 
of the World Wide Web, of daily advances in communications tech
nology where a universe of knowledge is only a keyboard and a 
modem away. We are crossing the frontier into a new world, and our 
only map and compass in that world will be education. 

We must build an educational system that prepares our young people 
for the jobs of the future. We must empower them with the values, ex
periences, and self-confidence to succeed in our diverse society. We 
must provide them with the knowledge and motivation to reach their 
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