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Whereas from Ellis Island to the Pacific coast, the United States 
has welcomed immigrants seeking freedom and opportunity; 

Whereas the United States democratic system, of Government man
dates equal protection under the law and the right to life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness for all its citizens; 

Whereas the United States endured a civil war for emancipation, 
and in doing so, formed a permanent union and a society of 
equals; 

Whereas the United States has outlawed racial, ethnic, and religious 
bigotry to create the world's greatest multicultural society; 

Whereas the United States respects the individual and welcomes 
each one's participation in our democratic society; 

Whereas the United States is the preeminent land of opportunity 
which rewards hard work, ingenuity, and perseverance; 

Whereas the ethnic diversity of the United States has provided 
an abundance of energy, creativity, and prosperity; 

Whereas people in the United States recogjiize and reward the 
contributions of members from every group; 

Whereas people in the United States are working to close oppor
tunity gaps so that all may share in the great prosperity of 
our Nation; 

Whereas people in the United States of all backgrounds have sac
rificed their lives in war to defend the cause of freedom for 
people around the world; and 

Whereas people in the United States of African, Asian, European, 
Latin American, Middle Eastern, and Native American back
grounds cherish and celebrate their various national, ethnic, and 
religious heritages: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concurring). 

That it is the sense of the Congress that all people in the United 
States should reach out across our differences in ethnicity, race, 
and religion to respect each other and to celebrate, in friendship 
and unity, one America. 

Agreed to November 19, 1999. 

ELECTRONIC COMMERCE—PERMANENT BAN ON Nov. i9,1999 
TARRIES AND TAXIilS [H.con.Res.i90] 

Whereas electronic commerce is not bound by geography and its 
borders are not easily discernible; 

Whereas transmissions over the Internet are made through packet-
switching, making it impossible to determine with any degree 
of certainty the precise geographic route or endpoints of specific 
Internet transmissions and infeasible to separate domestic from 
foreign Internet transmissions; 

Whereas inconsistent and inadministrable t<ixes imposed on Inter
net activity by subnational and national governments threaten 
not only to subject consumers, businesses, and other users 
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engaged in interstate and foreign commerce to multiple, confus
ing, and burdensome taxation, but also to restrict the growth 
and continued technological maturation of the Internet itself; 

Whereas the complexity of the issue of domestic taxation of elec
tronic commerce is compounded when considered at the global 
level with almost 200 separate national governments; 

Whereas the First Annual Report of the United States Government 
Working Group on Electronic Commerce found that fewer than 
10,000,000 people worldwide were using the Internet in 1995, 
that more than 140,000,000 people worldwide were using the 
Internet in 1998, and that more than 1,000,000,000 people world
wide will be using the Internet in the first decade of the next 
century; 

Whereas information technology industries have accounted for more 
than one-third of real growth in the United States' Gross Domestic 
Product over the past 3 years; 

Whereas information technology industries employ more than 
7,000,000 people in the United States, and by 2006 more than 
half of the United States workforce is expected to be employed 
in industries that are either major producers or intensive users 
of information technology products and services; 

Whereas electronic commerce among businesses worldwide is 
expected to grow from $43,000,000,000 in 1998 to more than 
$1,300,000,000,000 by 2003, and electronic retail sales to consum
ers worldwide are expected to grow from $8,000,000,000 in 1998 
to more than $108,000,000,000 by 2003; 

Whereas the Internet Tax Freedom Act of 1998 enacted a policy 
against special, multiple, and discriminatory taxation of the Inter
net and electronic commerce, and stated that United States policy 
should be to seek bilateral, regional, and multilateral agreements 
to remove barriers to global electronic commerce; 

Whereas the World Trade Organization, at its May 1998 ministerial 
conference, adopted a declaration that all 132 member countries 
"will continue their current practice of not imposing customs 
duties on electronic transmissions"; 

Whereas the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Develop
ment and industry groups issued a joint declaration at an October 
1998 ministerial meeting on global electronic commerce opposing 
special, multiple, and discriminatory taxation of the electronic 
commerce and the Internet; 

Whereas the Committee on Fiscal Affairs of the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and Development has stated that neutral
ity, efficiency, certainty, simplicity, effectiveness, fairness, and 
flexibility are the broad principles that should govern the taxation 
of electronic commerce; 

Whereas the United States has issued joint statements on electronic 
commerce with Australia, the European Union, France, Ireland, 
Japan, and the Republic of Korea opposing special, multiple, 
and discriminatory taxation of electronic commerce; and 

Whereas a July 1999 United Nations Report on Human Develop
ment urged world governments to impose "bit taxes" on electronic 
transmissions, raising concerns that United States policy against 
special, multiple, and discriminatory taxation of the Internet 
may be undermined: Now, therefore, be it 
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Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Senate concur
ring), That the Congress— 

(1) urges the President to seek a global consensus 
supporting— 

(A) a permanent international ban on tariffs on elec
tronic commerce; and 

(B) an international ban on bit, itnultiple, and discrimi
natory taxation of electronic commcjrce and the Internet; 
(2) urges the President to instruct th(i United States delega

tion to the November 1999 World Trade Organization ministe
rial meeting in Seattle, Washington to seek to make permanent 
and binding the moratorium on tariffs on electronic trsms-
missions adopted by the World Trade Organization in May 
1998; 

(3) urges the President to seek adoption by the Organiza
tion for Economic Cooperation and Development, and 
implementation by the group's 29 member countries, of an 
international ban on bit, multiple, and discriminatory taxation 
of electronic commerce and the Internet; and 

(4) urges the President to oppose any proposal by any 
country, the United Nations, or any other multilateral organiza
tion to establish a "bit tax" on electronic transmissions. 

Agreed to November 19,1999. 

AIR NATIONAL GUARD'S 109TH MRLIFT WING— Nov. 19.1999 
SOUTH POLE RESCUE MISSION tn. Con. Res. 205] 

Whereas the 109th Airlift Wing of the Air National Guard is based 
at Stratton Air National Guard Base in Glenville, New York; 

Whereas the 109th was called upon by the United States Antarctic 
Program to undertake a medical evacuation mission to the South 
Pole to rescue Dr. Jerri Nielsen, a physician who diagnosed 
herself with breast cancer; 

Whereas the 109th is the only unit in the world trained and 
equipped to attempt such a mission; 

Whereas the 10 crew members were pilot MEIJ. George R. McAllister 
Jr., senior mission commander Col. Marion G. Pritchard, co
pilot Maj. David Koltermann, navigator Lt. Col. Bryan M. 
Fennessy, engineer Ch. M. Sgt. Michael T. Cristiano, loadmasters 
Sr. M. Sgt. Kurt A. Garrison and T. Sgt. David M. Vesper, 
flight nurse Maj. Kimberly Terpening, aiid medical technicians 
Ch. M. Sgt. Michael CasateUi and M. Sgt. Kelly McDowell; 

Whereas the crew departed Stratton Air Base for McMurdo Station 
in Antarctica via Christchurch, New Zealand, on October 6, 1999; 

Whereas on October 15, 1999, Aircraft No. 096 departed McMurdo 
for the South Pole, where the temperature was approximately 
-53 degrees Celsius; 

Whereas Major McAllister piloted a 130,000 pound LC-130 Hercules 
cargo plane equipped with Teflon-coated skis to a safe landing 
on an icy runway with visibility barely sibove minimums estab
lished for safe operations; 
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