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that the time-honored traditions of American farming and ranching 
will flourish in the new century. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
19 through September 25, 1999, as National Farm Safety and Health 
Week. I call upon government agencies, businesses, and professional 
associations that serve oiu" agricultm-al sector to strengthen their efforts 
to promote safety and health programs among our Nation's farm and 
ranch workers. I ask agricultural workers to take advantage of the many 
diverse education and training programs and technical advancements 
that can help them avoid injury and illness. I also call upon our Nation 
to recognize Wednesday, September 22, 1999, as a day to focus on the 
risks facing young people on farms and ranches. Finally, I call upon 
the citizens of our Nation to reflect on the bounty we enjoy thanks to 
the labor and dedication of agricultural workers across our land. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord nineteen himdred and nine
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-fotulh. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7225 of September 17,1999 

National Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
Week, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
America's Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) have 
provided a crucial avenue to educational and economic advancement 
for African American youth for more than 150 years. These institu
tions, dedicated to equality and excellence in higher education, have 
their roots in a segregated society; their survival in the face of limited 
financial resources or outside support stood as a beacon of hope for 
generations of African Americans. 

While our society has changed in the intervening decades, the need for 
these institutions has not. Our Nation's HBCUs have assisted African 
American and other students from low-income communities in achiev
ing their educational goals and reaching their full potential, while 
keeping tuition costs affordable. The vast majority of African Ameri
cans with bachelor's degrees in engineering, computer science, life 
science, business, and mathematics have graduated from one of the 105 
Historically Black Colleges and Universities. According to the Depart
ment of Education's National Center for Educational Statistics, HBCUs 
conferred 28 percent of all bachelor's degrees awarded to African 
American graduates in 1996, although enrollment at HBCUs con
stituted only 16 percent of all African American college students. 

In addition to giving students the knowledge and skills they need to 
succeed in today's challenging global economy, HBCUs also offer stu-
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dents leadership opportunities that build self-confidence, a niurturing 
learning and social environment, and netwtjrks of successful alumni 
who serve as positive role models and mentors for graduates. Cultural 
programs and educational outreach to minority- and low-income areas 
in our Nation help preserve African American heritage and make 
HBCUs a source of pride and knowledge for the communities they 
serve. 

By serving the African American community, HBCUs serve all Ameri
cans. These institutions embody many of our most deeply cherished 
values—equality, diversity, opportunity, and hard work. HBCUs pre
pare talented young men and women to succeed in every sector of our 
economy. And the alumni of HBCUs have contributed immeasurably to 
our Nation's success—as scientists, businesspeople, educators, public 
servants, and so much more. As education and diversity become in
creasingly important in the 21st century, graduates of HBCUs will con
tinue to be at the vanguard of America's progi'ess. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTO^J, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do h«3reby proclaim September 
19 through 25, 1999, as National Historically Black Colleges and Uni
versities Week. I call upon the people of thei United States, including 
government officials, educators, and administrators, to observe this 
week with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and activities honoring 
America's Historically Black Colleges and Universities and their grad
uates. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this seventeenth 
day of September, in the year of om: Lord nineteen hundred and nine
ty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-foiulh. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7226 of September 24, 1999 

Gold Star Mother's Day, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
For generations, the brave men and women of our Armed Forces have 
answered our Nation's call to service. In the air, on the sea, and across 
the world's battlefields, they have fought witli valor and determination 
so that we might continue to live in freedom. The blessings of liberty 
and peace we know today have been paid for with the lives of those 
who never retvirned home. 

The Gold Star Mothers of America know the: price of freedom all too 
well. They have experienced one of life's greatest joys in becoming a 
parent and have endured one of life's greatest sorrows in losing a son 
or daughter. The spirit of sacrifices made by our fallen warriors lives 
on in the hearts of our Gold Star Mothers. 

Their sacrifice lives on as well in the work Gold Star Mothers perform 
in communities throughout our country, working with disabled vet-
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