
113 STAT. 2154 PROCLAMATION 7231—OCT. 1, 1999 

ty-nine, and of the Independence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and twenty-fourth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7231 of October 1,1999 

Fire Prevention Week, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Of the many disasters that affect our communities in a given year, fire 
is one that Americans can actually prevent; and, through early warning 
and appropriate response, we can minimize the havoc fire wreaks 
when it does occur. In 1998, U.S. fire departments responded to nearly 
1.8 million fires, with three-quarters of them occvirring in residences. 
Fire cost oui Nation some $8.6 billion in property loss last year, and 
it took a staggering human toll: more than 4,000 civilians died, and 91 
firefighters lost their lives in the line of duty. 

The place where Americans feel safest—at home—is the very place 
where we are at greatest risk from fire. Eighty percent of all U.S. fire 
deaths occur at home. If Americans knew more about fire prevention 
and better understood how to react quickly and sensibly when fire 
breaks out, we could greatly reduce such deaths. 

Because knowledge of simple fire safety precautions is so vital to sav
ing lives, the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) launched a 
3-yeeir initiative to teach the importance of planning and practicing 
how to escape from fire. In partnership with the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, through its United States Fire Administration, 
and our Nation's fire services, NFPA has again selected, "Fire Drills: 
The Great Escape!" as the theme of this year's Fire Prevention Week. 

Fire spreads quickly, making a fast response essential to survival. I 
urge every family to develop a home fire escape plan and to practice 
it at least twice a year. The elements of a good plan include installing 
working smoke alarms on every level of the home, establishing two 
ways out of each room, emd establishing a meeting place outside the 
home. 

Each of us can take these simple steps to plan and practice our own 
"great escape" from fire and significantly improve our chance of sur
vival if fire occurs. By doing so, we c£in pay fitting tribute to the self
less service of our Nation's firefighters. The extraordinary personal sac
rifice made by firefighters throughout America, and the dedication of 
all men and women who serve in our Nation's fire services, will be 
honored on Sunday, October 10, 1999, at the National Fallen Fire
fighters Memorial Service in Emmitsburg, Maryland. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 3 
through October 9, 1999, as Fire Prevention Week. I encourage the peo
ple of the United States to take an active role in fire prevention not 
only during this week, but also throughout the year. I also call upon 
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every citizen to pay tribute to the members of onr fire and emergency 
services who have lost their lives or been injvired in service to their 
commmiities, and to those men and women who carry on their noble 
tradition. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of October, in the year of ovir Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-nine, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twenty-fourth. 

VÎ ILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7232 of October 1,1999 

Child Healtii Day, 1999 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
As America's children begin their exciting journey into the 21st cen-
tiiry, one of the greatest gifts we can give them is a healthy start; and 
we should recognize that the well-being of our young people includes 
both their physical and mental health. 
We have already made great strides in addressing children's physical 
health care needs through the C3iildren's Health Insurance Program 
(CHIP), which funds State efforts to provide affordable health insur
ance to millions of uninsured children. Sadly, however, as many as 
one in ten American children and adolescents today may have behav
ioral or mental health problems; and parents, teachers, and health care 
professionals need to realize that even very yoimg children can experi
ence serious clinical depression. The majority of children who commit 
suicide are profoundly depressed, and Uie majority of parents whose 
children took their own lives did not recognize that depression imtil 
it was too late. 
My Administration is working to increase children's access to mental 
health care and to help commuinities expand coiuiseling, mentoring, 
and mental health services in our schools. In addition, we fought to 
ensure that funding for CHIP contains a strong mental health benefits 
component. While there is no substitute for pju^nts becoming and re
maining involved in their children's lives, we must give families the 
tools they need to meet the challenges they face. 
Perhaps the most vital step we can take to ensure that every child 
reaches his or her full potential is to fight the stigma that prevents so 
many Americans with mental illness from making the most of their 
lives. In June of this year, under the leadership of Tipper Gore, we con
vened the first-ever White House Conference on Mental Health, where, 
among other important issues, we discussed hiaw to reach out to trou
bled yoimg people and put them on the path to mental and emotional 
health. The first and most crucial effort we can make is to talk honestly 
about mental illness and begin to dispel the myths that surround it. I 
am pleased that the Surgeon General and Mrs. Gore have committed 
to a major new campaign with these goals in mind. With powerful 
public service announcements and strong partners in the private sector, 
we can reach millions of Americans with a simple but Ufe-changing 
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