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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-fifth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7340 of September 14, 2000 

National POW/MIA Recognition Day, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This year marks the 50th anniversary of the onset of the Korean War 
and the 25th anniversary of the end of the war in Vietnam. For many 
Americans, these milestones bring difficult memories; for former pris
oners of war and the families of those still missing in action, these an
niversaries evoke particularly painful memories and emotions. 

In both of these conflicts, himdreds of thousands of brave Americans 
left their homes and families to defend freedom and democracy in the 
face of communist aggression. Thousands lost their lives in battle, and 
the fate of 10,000 Americans is still unknown—^they are missing in ac
tion. We know that many Americans held captive were subjected to 
unspeakable horrors, but throughout maintained their honor, strong 
faith in our Nation, and indomitable spirit. 

There are approximately 50,000 courageous former POWs living among 
us, including those held captive during World War n. Many still cope 
vdth the physical and emotional effects of their captivity. We owe a 
profound debt of gratitude to these quiet heroes who served our Nation 
so well and sacrificed so much. And to the families of those still miss
ing in action, we pledge our unwavering commitment to achieve the 
fullest possible accounting for their loved ones and to seek the recov
ery, repatriation, and identification of the remains of those who have 
died. 

On September 15, 2000, the flag of the National League of Families of 
American Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast Asia, a black and 
white banner symbolizing America's missing service members and our 
unshakable resolve to ascertain their fate, wiH be flov\m over the White 
House, the U.S. Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense, and Veter
ans Affairs, the Selective Service System Headquarters, the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, national ceme
teries, and other locations across our country—a powerful reminder to 
the world that we will keep faith with those who so faithfully served 
America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim September 
15, 2000, as National POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call upon all Amer
icans to join me in remembering former American prisoners of war 
who suffered the hardships of enemy captivity and those missing in ac
tion whose fate is still undetermined. I call upon Federal, State, and 
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local government officials and private organizations to observe this day 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth 
day of September, in the year of our Lord two thousand, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-fifth. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON 

Proclamation 7341 of September 15, 2000 

National Farm Safety and Health Week, 2000 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Throughout history, America's farmers and ranchers have worked our 
land with skill, energy, and determination. They have endured floods 
and droughts, survived bitter winters and scorching summers, seen 
crops devastated by insects and livestock lost to disease. Through hard 
times and good times alike they have labored, making American agri
culture the most efficient and productive source of food and fiber in 
the worid. 

Beyond the natiu-al and economic challenges our Nation's agricultural 
workers face each year are the daily physical hazards associated with 
their profession, including handling livestock, using chemicals, and 
operating powerful machinery. To reduce the level of preventable 
workplace accidents that have taken such a toll on our coimtry's agri
cultural communities, engineers and manufacturers have worked dili
gently to make farm equipment safer. Today, tractors and other farm 
machinery come with standard safety features such as rollover protec
tion, bypass starting systems, and tamper-proof guarding and shielding. 

However, designing safer farm machinery is only part of the solution. 
We must also ensure that agricultural workers are aware of the benefits 
of new safety features and that they strive to use and maintain them. 
Safety and health organizations are accomplishing this vital task by of
fering hands-on, interactive training programs in farming and ranching 
communities across the country. Through safety day camps and farm 
safety programs targeted specifically for children and adolescents 
growing up on farms and ranches, they are helping to protect the well-
being of the most vulnerable members of our agricultural communities. 

My Administration is also working hard to improve the health and 
safety of rural Americans. For example, we created the E-rate program, 
which, among other things, secxires low-cost Internet coimections for 
rural health clinics and hospitals. We have also urged the Congress to 
fund a meaningful Medicare prescription drug benefit that would pro
vide affordable, dependable coverage to all beneficiaries, including 
more than 9 million Medicare beneficiaries in rural commiuiities 
across the Nation. Compared to their urban coimterparts, rural bene
ficiaries have lower incomes and more limited access to pharmacies, 
and are less likely to have any prescription drug coverage. Rural bene
ficiaries generally pay more for prescription drugs than urban bene
ficiaries and are more likely to go without needed medication because 
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