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Many adults recall lessons they learned from childhood as a result of 
observing and interacting with role models. They recognize their child
hood homes and schools as places where love, encouragement, and in
struction provided them with the tools they needed to become contrib
uting citizens. Today, the role of families, schools, and communities 
remains crucial to providing stability and direction to America's young 
people. 

My Administration strongly supports Federal, State, and local pro
grams that help families stay together, keep both parents involved in 
their child's life, and utilize our education system to stand by parents 
and reinforce the values that are taught in the home. I am particularly 
pleased that the Congress passed and I have signed into law legislation 
I proposed to strengthen and expand successful mentoring initiatives 
aimed at serving a vulnerable population: children whose parents are 
incarcerated. This new initiative—"Promoting Safe and Stable Families 
Amendments of 2001"—represents the first comprehensive Federal ef
fort to improve the lives of these children. This important legislation 
will help surround vulnerable youth with positive, one-on-one role 
models, and help them not just dream big dreams, but achieve them. 

On the occasion of National Mentoring Month, we pay tribute to the 
parents, teachers, community leaders, and citizens who serve as men
tors and role models for our children. We encourage others to become 
involved in mentoring. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 
2002 as National Mentoring Month. I call upon the people of the 
United States to recognize the importance of being role models for our 
youth, to look for mentoring opportunities in their communities, and 
to celebrate this month with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7520 of January 18, 2002 

National Sanctity of Human Life Day, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
This Nation was founded upon the belief that every human being is 
endowed by our Creator with certain "unalienable rights." Chief 
among them is the right to life itself. The Signers of the Declaration 
of Independence pledged their own lives, fortunes, and honor to guar
antee inalienable rights for all of the new country's citizens. These vi
sionaries recognized that an essential human dignity attached to all 
persons by virtue of their very existence and not just to the strong, the 
independent, or the healthy. That value should apply to every Amer-
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ican, including the elderly and the unprotected, the weak and the in
firm, and even to the unwanted. 

Thomas Jefferson wrote that, "[t]he care of human life and happiness 
and not their destruction is the first and only legitimate object of good 
government." President Jefferson was right. Life is an inalienable right, 
understood as given to each of us by our Creator. 

President Jefferson's timeless principle obligates us to pursue a civil 
society that will democratically embrace its essential moral duties, in
cluding defending the elderly, strengthening the weak, protecting the 
defenseless, feeding the hungry, and caring for children—^born and un
born. Mindful of these and other obligations, we should join together 
in pursuit of a more compassionate society, rejecting the notion that 
some lives are less worthy of protection than others, whether because 
of age or illness, social circumstance or economic condition. Consistent 
with the core principles about which Thomas Jefferson wrote, and to 
which the Founders subscribed, we should peacefully commit our
selves to seeking a society that values life—from its very beginnings to 
its natural end. Unborn children should be welcomed in life and pro
tected in law. 

On September 11, we saw clearly that evil exists in this world, and 
that it does not value life. The terrible events of that fateful day have 
given us, as a Nation, a greater understanding about the value and 
wonder of life. Every innocent life taken that day was the most impor
tant person on earth to somebody; and every death extinguished a 
world. Now we are engaged in a fight against evil and tyranny to pre
serve and protect life. In so doing, we are standing again for those core 
principles upon which our Nation was founded. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Sun
day, January 20, 2002, as National Sanctity of Human Life Day. I call 
upon all Americans to reflect upon the sanctity of human life. Let us 
recognize the day with appropriate ceremonies in our homes and 
places of worship, rededicate ourselves to compassionate service on be
half of the weak and defenseless, and reaffirm our commitment to re
spect the life and dignity of every human being. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth 
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7521 of February 1, 2002 

American Heart Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
A new era in the prevention and treatment of cardiovascular diseases 
has created renewed hope for those suffering from heart-related dis-
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