
116 STAT. 3180 PROCLAMATION 7525-MAR. 2, 2002 

of the Independence of die United States of America the two hundred 
and twenty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7525 of March 2, 2002 

American Red Cross Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

The American Red Cross is one of our Nation's oldest and most re
nowned charitable organizations. It provides help, hope, and healing 
when disasters or other crises strike countries, communities, or fami
lies around the world. 

Founded in 1881 by Clara Barton, the American Red Cross was char
tered by the Congress in 1905 to provide aid in times of need. Each 
year, the Red Cross responds to more than 67,000 disasters nationwide. 
These include natural disasters, thousands of home fires, and cata
strophic emergencies—such as the brutal terrorist attacks of September 
11, 2001. The Red Cross was among the first to respond to this unprec
edented national crisis, providing direct assistance to more than 50,000 
families, shelter for thousands of displaced persons, millions of meals 
for the hungry, and grief counseling for more than 200,000 individuals 
affected by the trauma. The Red Cross also provides assistance during 
international emergencies. Responding to my request, it helped create 
and now administers America's Fund for Afghan Children. American 
children were asked to donate one dollar to aid Afghani children, and 
this effort has already provided $2.4 million in medicine and other 
supplies to Afghanistan. Last year, the Red Cross rushed immediate 
medical aid and other needed items to countries devastated by natural 
disasters, and it helped millions of people around the world to battle 
malnutrition and life-threatening diseases and gain access to safe 
drinking water. 

Other Red Cross services include recruiting millions of people annu
ally to donate blood and thereby provide hospitals with half of the Na
tion's supply of blood and blood products. Red Cross personnel are 
now with our troops who are fighting terrorism in Afghanistan. They 
live alongside our soldiers in harsh conditions and work around the 
clock to fulfill an historic role. They help to keep service members and 
their families in touch with each other, and offer other small comforts 
to ease the strain of those who are serving the cause of freedom. 

At home, the Red Cross' courses in lifesaving skills, first aid, CPR, and 
water safety, provide Americans with information they need to help 
maintain safe and healthy lives. Our communities also benefit from 
Red Cross programs that provide hot meals and transportation for the 
homebound, as well as housing and job training for the homeless. 

Over one million Red Cross volunteers help make our country stronger 
and more compassionate by relieving suffering and saving lives every 
year. The USA Freedom Corps initiative will provide the Red Cross 
with even more volunteers to help further its important mission. As we 
celebrate American Red Cross Month, I call on all our citizens to re-
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commit to serving others in need. Collective acts of kindness and com
passion point the way to a brighter future for our Nation and the 
world. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United 
States of America and Honorary Chairman of the American Red Cross, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws 
of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 2002 as American Red 
Cross Month. Especially during this extraordinary time for our country, 
I encourage all Americans to support this organization's noble humani
tarian mission. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand two, and of the Inde
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twen
ty-sixth. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 7526 of March 2, 2002 

Irish-American Heritage Month, 2002 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

America has been shaped by the principles of liberty and freedom, 
guided by the pursuit of justice, and enriched by the diversity of its 
people. Irish Americans have been an essential part of this develop
ment, greatly contributing to our Nation's progress and prosperity. 

Our country's citizens come from diverse backgrounds and cultures, 
which has enabled us to realize the vision embodied in our first na
tional motto: "E Pluribus Unum," meaning "Out of many, one." Our 
forbears discovered the value inherent in this ideal, building a Nation 
where all people can live free, be equal under the law, and find oppor
tunity for success in our free-enterprise system. From all points on 
earth, people of different races, faiths, and ethnicities came to this land 
to become Americans and thus heirs and stewards of the Founders' vi
sion. This convergence of cultures contributed to the rich fabric of our 
Nation, uniquely threading together many divergent ideas, tastes, and 
traditions. Today, we enjoy a society shaped by this history, one Na
tion under one flag. Our Nation's response to the terrible events of Sep
tember 11 demonstrated vividly the reality of the unity and resolve of 
our diverse people. 

Since our Nation's founding, millions of Irish have emigrated to this 
country to embrace the vibrant promise of new opportunity that Amer
ica offers. Some came to America seeking the freedom to worship as 
they pleased. Others came in the wake of the devastating Irish potato 
famine of 1845-1849, which caused 1 million deaths in Ireland and led 
nearly 1.5 million Irish to emigrate. And the many successes of the 
Irish immigrants in America proved to be a continuing draw to their 
friends and family who remained in Ireland. The Irish brought with 
them a spirit of life and an ethic of work that helped to enliven our 
culture and enabled them to prosper in their new land. 
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